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At Times Like This… 

Matthew 22:34-40 

19 April 2020 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  What difference does Christian faith make to the way we respond to the 

world changing around us? 

Big Idea:  Love God and love others. 

Introduction 

At the risk of stating the obvious, life has changed a lot in the last five or six weeks. 

Life is constantly changing, but now more than usual. 

And then, just as we get used to this new normal, in the words of Tay-Tay, “[T]hese things 

will change.”1 

 

Some of us find change exciting, but most of us find it difficult, especially when we’re not in 

charge of those changes. 

What we’re going to be thinking about this morning is how we can face these changing times 

as Christians. 

What difference does Christian faith make to the way we respond to the world changing 

around us? 

 

Whenever drastic change is thrust on us, it shakes us up and causes us to ask the big 

questions of life. 

That’s a great thing to do, especially at the moment. 

You might be joining us this morning because you’re looking for answers. 

If that’s you, we’re glad to have you along for the ride. 

 

I hope you’ll see that being a Christian makes a profound difference at a time like this. 

At a time when many people are scared and fearful, we have peace. 

When people have been focusing on hoarding toilet paper, we’re free to trust the God who 

provides. 

Following Jesus totally alters the way we respond at a time like this. 

Outline 

Two weeks ago, I said that we were done with Matthew’s gospel for a while. 

At the time I thought that was true, but it turns out I was wrong. 



~ 2 ~ 

We’re coming back to Matthew’s gospel this morning, but we’re going to skip forward a few 

chapters from where we left off at the end of chapter eighteen to look at chapter 22. 

 

Over the last few weeks we’ve deliberately kept going with the sermons we’d planned. 

Everyone’s been talking about Coronavirus and I know that many of you are sick of hearing 

about it. 

At the same time, by not saying anything, we don’t want to give the impression that the Bible 

doesn’t have anything helpful to say to these circumstances. 

We’d planned to have a guest preacher this week, but unfortunately you’re stuck with me 

because the elders thought it would be good to think about how we live in these times. 

 

All of us are responding differently to this change. 

Some of us are finding this new situation a joy while others are finding it really tough. 

Regardless of how we’re feeling, we need to be reminded of the same truths. 

 

The main thrust of this morning’s message isn’t very complicated. 

Although our lives have changed in many ways, the core principles of how Christians live 

haven’t really changed at all. 

Our mission as Christians is to love God and love others. 

And that’s really the point of the message today. 

Love God 

We’ve probably all experienced “gotcha” questions. 

You know, the kind of question that will catch someone out and leave them exposed, with 

nowhere to turn. 

That piercing question that breaks through your opponent’s armour and proves to everyone 

that you’re right and they’re wrong. 

In Matthew 22, we read about a number of different people who come to Jesus trying to take 

him down with their questions. 

 

The first tricky question comes from a group of Pharisees who ask him about taxes. 

Then there were the Sadducees who tried to trap him with a question about marriage after 

the resurrection. 

The third one to have a go is a lawyer in verse 34. 
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I’m so thankful for Christian lawyers, but on the whole they have a reputation for being 

sharks and this guy wasn’t any different. 

Knowing that Jesus was a Bible-man, he wanted to know what Jesus thought the greatest 

commandment in the law was. 

At the time, most people agreed that some laws were more weighty than others. 

What the different rabbis couldn’t agree on was which ones were which. 

What was the most important law? 

Matthew 22:35–36 (NIV11)  35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 

question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

 

Jesus schools this bloke by saying that there are two commandments that capture all of the 

rest. 

If you get these two right, then everything else will fall into place. 

All of the other 611 commandments in the Old Testament really just unpack what these two 

say. 

Verse 40: 

Matthew 22:40 (NIV11)  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 

 

What are these two important commandments? 

The first and greatest one is about loving God. 

Jesus quotes words from Deuteronomy that would’ve been familiar to this man because 

faithful Jews recited them twice each day. 

Matthew 22:37 (NIV11)  37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 

 

Think about what that DOESN’T mean. 

It doesn’t mean that we mindlessly do a whole heap of meaningless and empty religious 

stuff. 

It doesn’t mean that we spend our lives living in fear of offending a powerful deity. 

And having the right religious beliefs isn’t enough because even demons have that.2 

It means having a relationship where love is expressed between us and God. 

 

When Moses, and now Jesus, talks about our heart, soul and mind, we’re meant to think of 

everything rather than three distinct parts of ourselves. 
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Perhaps we could say that the greatest commandment is to love God with all that you are 

and all that you’ve got. 

As we think about how to respond to our world affected by Coronavirus, what’s the single 

most important thing? 

Love God with all you’ve got. 

 

This’s supernatural because on our own, none of us love God. 

We rebel against him and even worse, ignore him. 

The Bible calls this sin and sin is the cause of everything that goes wrong in our world. 

But our loving God showed his love for the world by sending his son to rescue people who 

hate him. 

Romans 5:8 (CSB17)  8 But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

Let’s spend a bit of time thinking about what it means practically to love God. 

1. Listen to Him 

One of the key ways that we love God is by listening to him. 

The relationship we have with God means that we get to speak to him in prayer and listen to 

him by reading the Bible. 

 

Some of us live by the words of Paul Simon, “I get all the news I need from the weather 

report.”3 

Others of us are news junkies.  I confess, that’s me. 

Many of us – even the news junkies – have reached the point where we’re overloaded and 

just can’t take anymore. 

We just want to just switch off. 

 

The danger is if we switch off to the Good News too. 

I’m reminded of Colin Buchanan’s words: 

You can switch off your gadget, 

But you can’t switch off the Lord 

It’s always struck me that the problem is that while many of us know that it’s not healthy for 

us, we CAN switch off the Lord. 

In fact it’s all too easy to do. 

If you love God, be careful of letting all the other voices drown him out. 
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God’s word is sweet and reading it is a delightful duty. 

It nourishes us and calms our worried souls. 

I’m reading through the Psalms at the moment and I read these words this week about 

God’s word. 

Psalm 19:10 (NIV11)  10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; 

they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. 

 

Spending time listening to his word is always critical, but especially now. 

I’ve shared before that I really struggle when I don’t have routine. 

Maybe that’s you at the moment. 

Make it a priority for your spiritual health to be spending time focused on the Lord each day. 

Commit to joining us at home group and on our Sunday morning streams so you can hear 

God. 

 

Love God by listening to him. 

2. Trust him 

Secondly, love God by trusting him. 

 

Our God is a God who always has our best interests at heart, like a father who cares for his 

children. 

He’s not an angry and unpredictable God who we have to walk around on eggshells to make 

sure that we don’t upset him. 

He loves us and we’re freed up to love him in return by trusting him. 

 

How did lots of people respond when it looked like we might go into lockdown? 

They panicked and began hoarding. 

It wasn’t wrong to stock up on a few things so that you have to go to the shops less often, 

but what we saw was well beyond that. 

 

What does this hoarding tell us about ourselves? 

It shows us just how desperately we want to be in control and how much we’re not. 

At times like this, we’re reminded that we’re not in control, but God is. 
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You and I might feel like we’re on the rollercoaster hurtling down out of control but God is the 

track keeps us safely moving in the right direction even if sometimes it feels like a bumpy 

ride. 

 

He’s the one who’s working all things together for our good.4 

And he’s the one who promises to provide for our every need.5 

He hasn’t stopped dressing the flowers or feeding the birds and he’ll look after us too. 

Even if you’ve lost your job, he will look after you. 

 

Our God is the one who knows the end from the beginning. 

There are so many things that we just don’t know:  When will schools open?  Can we go 

back to work?  Will I get sick? 

We don’t know the answers, but God does. 

And we can love him by trusting him. 

3. Obey him 

The third way to love God is by obeying him. 

Jesus said: 

 John 14:15 (NIV11)  15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 

Our situation has changed, but God’s timeless truth still applies to us now. 

 

One of the ways we obey God is by obeying our government. 

Romans 13 is the place to go to see this. 

We submit to authorities because they were put in place by God. 

There’s not a single government who was put in place without God’s say-so. 

Yes, even the bad ones. 

Romans 13:2 (NIV11)  2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is 

rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on 

themselves. 

 

The time that you need to be worried isn’t so much if you’ve got a bad government, but if 

you’re not listening to what the government says. 

For the most part, our elected leaders are doing their best and we should be very thankful for 

our leaders’ efforts. 

Do they have misplaced agendas?  Of course they do. 
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Will they get things wrong?  We should expect it. 

But the principle of Romans 13 is that if our leaders are saying that we shouldn’t meet in 

large groups, then that’s what we should do. 

 

Some Christians try to take the moral high ground by saying that our government is 

opposing God by not letting us meet like he’s commanded us to. 

Firstly, that’s making just one principle from Scripture absolute and there are other principles 

at play as we’ll see later. 

Secondly, we can still meet online, even though it’s not anywhere near as good and the 

government is encouraging us to do that. 

In the unlikely event that they stop us meeting while they let the rest of society carry on, 

that’d be different, but we’re a long way from that at this point in time. 

 

The first and greatest commandment, Jesus says, is to love God with our all – listening to 

him, trusting him and obeying him. 

Love Others 

The second commandment is to love others. 

 

Jesus says that the second commandment is like the first. 

This flows out of the first one – our love for others is fuelled by our love for God. 

Again, Jesus quotes from the Old Testament – Leviticus 19:18. 

Matthew 22:39 (NIV11)  39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

 

Jesus isn’t saying here that you should serve other people with complete disregard for 

yourself. 

It’s interesting that his expectation is that you WILL love yourself.6 

Jesus’ words aren’t a licence to be selfish though. 

His point is that you shouldn’t love yourself more than others. 

 

One of the things that we’ve seen clearly lately is just how selfish people are. 

In the bushfire crisis earlier this year, we saw people generously give money to help others. 

But when we thought we were in danger of not having enough toilet paper, it was every man 

for himself without much care for others.  
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ScoMo described our toilet paper hoarding as unAustralian behaviour. 

It’s not the ANZAC spirit of mateship in the face of adversity, but it’s entirely consistent with 

the modern Australian ideal of selfishly looking out for yourself. 

Jesus is saying something profoundly different – love others as much as yourselves. 

 

Let’s think about what that might look like. 

1. Keep your distance for the sake of people who are weak or vulnerable 

As far as I can tell, many people wanted to socially distance so that they wouldn’t get sick 

from this virus. 

Pull up the drawbridge to protect yourself from others. 

Unless a vaccine is developed or we socially distance forever, then there’s a good chance 

most of us will get sick at some point. 

 

And there’s a big cost to distancing, even in simple ways. 

As I walk through the park with the kids, I miss – and I didn’t think I’d ever say this – being 

able to stop and let them have a swing for half an hour. 

If we’re just doing it for selfish reasons, then we won’t do it for very long. 

 

The Christian motivation for distancing is loving our neighbour. 

That means that we won’t do anything that’ll harm them, compromise them or be a danger. 

If we all get sick at once, it’ll be the weakest and most vulnerable people who suffer the 

most. 

Romans 13:10 (NIV11)  10 Love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore love is the 

fulfilment of the law. 

 

I’m up to the book of Leviticus in my Bible and all the stuff about mould and skin diseases 

stuck out. 

We often wonder why it’s there, but it’s very clear that God gave his people very strict rules 

to make sure that disease doesn’t spread, particularly by isolating yourself if you have a skin 

disease. 

Isn’t it interesting that these quarantine rules – along with rules about caring for the poor and 

needy – are in the same book that Jesus quotes from a few chapters later? 

 

Remember that it’s not just about you. 

If you get sick, other people have to expose themselves to look after you. 
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We keep our distance for the sake of others. 

2. Go out of your way to care for others 

Loving your neighbour means caring for others and their needs.  Really caring. 

 

Have you thought about how you can help your neighbours practically, especially those who 

can’t go out at the moment? 

Is there someone in your neighbourhood who doesn’t have a car and needs help with 

things? 

It’s encouraging to see that lots of this has happened and I hope that Christians are leading 

the charge. 

There was an initial flurry of activity when we first started isolating, but as time goes on we 

need to be careful that we don’t just forget others. 

Needs will change over time.  Just because someone didn’t need help two weeks ago, it 

doesn’t mean that they won’t in two weeks’ time. 

Someone put an example of a card you could use on the closed facebook group and there 

are others going around too. 

 

Loving other people also means staying connected with them 

Lots of introverts are loving the extra time to themselves, but there are lots of extroverts who 

are really struggling. 

Sam Chan talks about how’s he’s been hosting a virtual happy hour with his friends. 

He goes out of his way to ask how others are doing, really doing and even dares to offer to 

pray for them. 

People’s worlds have been torn apart and they’re looking for answers. 

 

You might be spending time with your family and really enjoying it or you might be finding it 

challenging. 

Loving your neighbour doesn’t just begin at your property boundary though, it starts at home. 

We still need to be patient loving and kind with our family. 

And don’t forget those who don’t have family to be locked up with. 

How can you reach out to people who are living by themselves. 

 

We’ve had a closed group for years that hasn’t been used all that much. 

Yes, it means that you’ve got to be on Facebook, but it’s been a good way to share with 

people at this time. 
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If Grace Bible Church Corinda is your church home, then consider being part of it as a way 

to be informed, encourage and support each other. 

I’ve been excited by the way that you’ve been helping others. 

Meals have been provided for new mums and we’d like to keep that up. 

Babysitting going on where it’s been safe so that families with difficult circumstances can 

survive. 

People have wanted to give money to help others out. 

If you’d like to help serve, reach out and ask people how you can help or talk to one of our 

amazing deacons. 

 

There’s one need coming up.   

Two of the older members of our church (one who’s been in hospital and I’m deliberately not 

naming here publicly) have to move house this week. 

It’s not very far, but it’s also not a very good time to be doing this. 

Moving house is one of the essential reasons that you’re allowed to go out and so perhaps 

you can help. 

 

Love others by caring for them. 

3. Invite 

Number three is invite. 

Now is a really good time to invite people to join us for church to find out about the hope that 

you have in Jesus. 

Again, there was some activity in the first few weeks with people inviting friends and family to 

online church which was great. 

But that probably wasn’t the best time to invite people as we were trying to work out how to 

do this whole thing. 

Now that things have settled down a bit, think about inviting others to join us without even 

needing to leave home. 

 

Consider reading the gospel of John with someone else one to one. 

Or invite them to an Exploring Christianity course being run by one of the pastors at HP. 

It’s four weeks online using Zoom. 

 

This isn’t a time to be selfish, it’s a time to love others as ourselves. 
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Conclusion 

This time of change isn’t a time for selfishness, but for virtue. 

A time for love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control. 

It was well over six months ago – long before any of this came up – that we decided to do a 

series on the fruit of the Spirit, starting next week. 

I think that’s God’s perfect timing as we think about how God’s Spirit changes us to love God 

and love others. 

 

Around the time that this all began in earnest for us, we learned question seven of the New 

City Catechism. 

It’s a great summary for us at this time. 

What does the law of God require? 

That we love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength; and love our neighbour as 

ourselves.

1 Taylor Swift, Change. 
2 We’re told in James 2:19. 
3 Paul Simon, The Only Living Boy in New York 
4 Romans 8:28 
5 Matt 6:25-34 
6 Paul does the same thing in Ephesians 5.29. 
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Big Question:  What difference does Christian faith make to the way we respond to the 

world changing around us? 

Big Idea:  Love God and love others. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why did the lawyer ask this particular question in verse 36? 

2. Why are these two commandments the greatest? 

3. Give some examples of what failing to love God looks like. 

4. What have you found has helped and hindered you from listening to God in the last few 

weeks? 

5. How does God’s trustworthiness give us certainty in uncertain times? 

6. Discuss the statement:  A Christian should obey God rather than the government.  

What’s right or wrong about this? 

7. Do you think that loving others is normal human behaviour? 

8. What are some practical ideas that might help us care for others in these circumstances? 

9. How would you go about inviting someone to investigate Jesus at this time? 


