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The Next Generation 
Judges 2:6-3:12 

28 February 2021 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 
Big Question:  How can God keep his covenant promises even when his people don’t? 

Big Idea:  Every generation must depend on God’s grace. 

Introduction 

“Children began to be the tyrants, not the slaves, of their households. They 

no longer rose from their seats when an elder entered the room; they 

contradicted their parents, chattered before company, gobbled up the 

dainties at table, and committed various offences against [good] taste, 

such as crossing their legs.” 

That sounds like the words of a grumpy old man talking about the failures of young people in 

society today. 

I can imagine them on the lips of the same person you hear saying, “Back in my day…” 

“Gobbling up the dainties at the table” could describe my kids when they come out of 

Sunday School for morning tea. 

When I think back to my own childhood though, things weren’t really any different then. 

And that grumpy old man? 

Well, those words are a description of kids about four centuries before the time of Jesus, 

often said to have come from Socrates. 

It just goes to show that grumpy old men have been concerned about the next generation for 

a very long time! 

 

It seems to be part of being human that we tend to worry – and despair – about the next 

generation. 

As Christians, we’ve got a particular interest in the next generation because the Christian 

faith is only ever one generation away from extinction. 

God calls children into his family, but he doesn’t have grandchildren. 

If the next generation doesn’t follow Jesus, then the church will be wiped out. 

 

And we’re told that this’s a real and present danger for the church today. 

One man has made the projection that 2067 will be the end of the church in Britain.1 

If you plot out the number of people who call themselves Christian in the UK, then that’s 

apparently the year that the line on the graph will hit zero. 
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Judges chapter two introduces the book by describing the change from one generation to 

the next in the people of Israel. 

As Joshua and his generation pass away, things don’t go well.   

Outline 

This’s our second talk in our series in the book of Judges. 

You can find Judges towards the beginning of the Bible. 

It describes the early days of the Israelites. 

I’ve called the series faithless people, faithful God because judges shows us both these 

things. 

God’s people are relentlessly rebellious and God is relentlessly gracious. 

 

Last week, we saw that the book begins by looking at what’s happened from the Israelites’ 

perspective. 

The focus was on their failures during the military campaigns when they were meant to be 

taking the Promised Land. 

The Israelites were more interested in their own methods, rather than trusting in God’s 

promises. 

The result was compromise and disobedience on their part. 

 

We’re going to be looking at the introduction to Judges this week. 

You might be thinking, “Didn’t we do that last week!” 

Yes, but that’s because the book has two introductions as well as two conclusions. 

The themes of the introductions are mirrored in the conclusions: 

Judges 1:1-2:5 

Judges 2:6-3:6 

Judges 3:7-16:31 

Judges 17:1-18:31 

Judges 19:1-21:25 

 

This’s an important lesson in reading the Bible as Christians in Australia in the 21st century. 

I would expect that most of us usually expect history to be presented in time order. 

That’s why we find it interesting when a story plays with the timing of things. 

 

Judges doesn’t go in time order at the start or end. 



~ 3 ~ 

As well as having these two introductions that parallel each other, the whole book is carefully 

arranged. 

The judges are presented by theme and geography, rather than based on time. 

They’re presented from good to bad, south to north, from Judah to Dan. 

 

The second introduction is more from God’s perspective. 

In chapter one, the focus was on laziness and compromise in their military campaigns. 

In our passage today, the focus is on their spiritual idolatry and apostasy. 

We need to keep learning these lessons because, as the old saying goes, “Those that fail to 

learn from history are doomed to repeat it.” 

Lessons from the past may not always ward off doom, but they can provide insights into the 

present and even the future. 

 

The big idea that we’re going to see this morning is that every generation must depend on 

God’s grace. 

There are three parts to the passage: 

 Denying God (2:6-10) 

 Delivered by God (2:11-19) 

 Disciplined by God (2:20-3:6) 

Denying God (2:6-10) 

Chapter one started with Joshua dying and so you might be surprised to find him alive at the 

start of chapter 2. 

It reminds me of the James Bond film You Only Live Twice… Joshua lives again. 

We’ve now been taken back even further back in time than we were last week. 

Back before they came together to ask God who should go up to take the land, back to the 

assembly at Joshua 24. 

Joshua’s dismisses the people and sends them off to take possession of the land. 

 

Unlike the very negative view of life after Joshua’s passing that we saw in chapter one, this 

chapter’s much more positive. 

It seems like things went well to begin with. 

While Joshua was alive, the people of Israel served the Lord. 

And that continued until the time that the elders of that generation died off. 
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The critical thing seems to be that they’d seen the great things God had done for Israel. 

No doubt they’d heard about the Exodus from their parents, how God had rescued them by 

bringing them through the Red Sea on dry ground. 

But they’d seen God do the same thing when it came to crossing the Jordan River. 

They were there when the walls of Jericho came tumbling down with a shout. 

 

Joshua was this massive hero and faithful servant of the Lord. 

He experienced God’s blessing, living long and well, dying at the ripe old age of one hundred 

and ten. 

And he was the first leader to buried in the land. 

Joseph made the request that his bones be buried in the land as a sign of hope.2 

Joshua got to see that hope realised and got to die in his inheritance from the Lord. 

 

But that’s when things start to go south. 

Verse ten is like slamming into a brick wall. 

The next generation come along and we immediately see that there’s trouble on the horizon. 

Verse 10: 

Judges 2:10 NIV11  10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their 

ancestors, another generation grew up who knew neither the LORD nor what he had 

done for Israel. 

 

The transition from Joshua’s generation to the next didn’t go very well. 

This new generation’s love for God was cold. 

They didn’t know what God had done for Israel and even more importantly, they didn’t know 

God himself. 

It’s scandalous that they’d deny him. 

 

But surely it wasn’t really their fault? 

This new generation didn’t experience the exodus or the crossing of the Jordan, fair enough. 

Surely they would’ve heard about it from their parents though? 

Moses was really clear in Deuteronomy six that the parents who saw these things were to 

pass on what they’d learned to their children. 

Deuteronomy 6:7 NIV11  7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when 

you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you 

get up. 
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This’s an important lesson here for all of us, especially those of us who are parents or 

grandparents, but spiritual parents aren’t exempt either! 

Passing on our faith to our children is one of the critical responsibilities we’ve got as parents. 

Teaching our kids about Jesus is part of normal family life and not just an extra. 

It’s so easy – and dangerous – to assume that the next generation will just get it. 

The gospel needs to be passed on and passed down from one generation to the next. 

NOT teaching our kids is still teaching them something. 

 

There’s truth in that, expect that’s not what the text says. 

There’s nothing explicit here that lays the blame with Joshua’s generation. 

If anything, the failure seems to be laid at the feet of the generation that came after Joshua. 

They’re responsible for not knowing the Lord. 

I find it difficult to think that Joshua wouldn’t have passed this on. 

It’s likely that they didn’t know what God had done in the sense that they hadn’t experienced 

it, rather than that they hadn’t been told about it. 

 

It’s amazing how illustrations just fall into your lap. 

Just this morning, I said one of the kids, “You need to listen to what I’m saying.” 

And the response I got was, “I don’t want to listen.” 

It seems to me that denying what was passed on was the problem more than it not being 

passed on. 

 

Parents, I think this takes some pressure off you. 

There are plenty of things that you can do to make it harder for your child to come to faith, 

like not talking about Jesus and living a hypocritical because kids can spot a fake a mile off. 

Paul affirms in Ephesians that New Testament believers at to bring their kids up “in the 

knowledge and instruction of the Lord.”3 

But there’s nothing that you can do to absolutely ensure that they’ll come to faith either. 

And each and every generation needs to turn to the Lord and depend on his grace. 

That responsibility lies with them and not with you. 

 

Kids, youth, this’s really important for you to hear. 

You don’t just get faith passed down to you from your parents. 
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You need to believe and have faith in the Lord Jesus yourself. 

You can’t be saved by your parent’s faith without you owning it for yourself. 

You need to trust in Jesus’ death and resurrection for yourself to be saved. 

And that’s what went wrong here. 

The next generation didn’t trust in the Lord. 

Instead, they denied God and the consequences were significant. 

Delivered by God (2:11-19) 

The news quickly turns from stellar to pretty average with the passing of one generation to 

the next. 

However, God doesn’t give up. 

Despite Israel’s repeated rejection of him and their relationship, God is committed to 

delivering his people. 

 

The consequence, according to verse eleven, of not knowing God and not knowing what 

he’d done is that the Israelites did what was evil. 

This’s the first time in Judges that we see this key phrase that we’ll hear a lot more times:  

“[T]he Israelites did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord.” 

It’s a significant phrase that occurs about fifty times in the Old Testament. 

Doing evil is more than kicking the dog or punching your sister. 

The doing evil that’s in view here is serving other fake and phoney gods rather than the one 

true and living God. 

 

The Israelites rejected the God that their ancestors worshipped and instead, they started 

worshipping the gods of the Canaanites. 

They started worshipping the Baals. 

Who were the Baals? 

The name means something like lord or overseer. 

It’s a bit of a rubbery term because everyone seemed to have their own concept of Baal that 

could include storms, fertility and war. 

And they also worshipped Baal’s female companion Astarte. 

She was like mother earth and was connect with fertility, but also war. 

The key point though is that they were worshipping the gods of the people around them, the 

people they were living amongst, rather than the God they’d made a covenant or agreement 

with. 
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In other words, they were committing idolatry. 

 

Idolatry is the worship of ANYTHING – creature or creation – rather than the Creator. 

They treasured, valued and served the Baals and Astarte more than Yahweh. 

They worshipped gods that they had to try to convince to do what they wanted – like making 

people, crops and animals prosper and be fertile. 

Ritual prostitution, child sacrifice and cutting themselves were all things they used to do this. 

How different that from the God of grace who delights to deliver them from their enemies! 

 

This kind of idolatry is call apostasy and it’s the first step in what I like to call the A, B, C, D 

and E of judges. 

There’s a cycle of events that happens on repeat with each new generation comes up in the 

book of judges. 

The cycles starts with “A”, which stands for Apostasy. 

 

The Israelites start chasing after other gods. 

God’s more than a little upset at this and rightly so. 

If there was one thing they were meant to remember above everything else, it was that they 

weren’t to have any other gods before Yahweh. 

God’s response can be found in verse 14: 

Judges 2:14 NIV11  14 In his anger against Israel the LORD gave them into the 

hands of raiders who plundered them. He sold them into the hands of their enemies 

all around, whom they were no longer able to resist. 

 

God’s response to their apostasy causes him to flip what he does. 

Because their response to God has flipped from committing to worshipping him to turning 

from him, instead of helping them, God’s the one who actively works against them. 

He uses their enemies from both inside and outside Canaan to come and hound them. 

When they go out to fight, instead of God being with them, he’s against them. 

Instead of giving them victory, he’s the author of their defeat. 

Another key phrase we see in the book is God “handed them over to…” 

God gives them into the hands of their enemies who will oppress them. 

So, our second element of the cycles is “B” for Bondage. 

 

“C” is for Cry Out. 
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We don’t actually see this explicitly at this point in the text, however I think it’s there right at 

the very end of verse fifteen. 

And we definitely see it later in the book when we see this cycle happen over and over 

again. 

When the going gets tough, the Israelites call out to God for relief. 

They make groaning sounds under pressure of their oppressors, verse eighteen. 

 

The next step in the cycle is God’s grace pure and simple. 

He shows his kindness and mercy in raising up judges. 

God’s compassion and not their repentance is the motivation. 

While they don’t tend to fall down and admit their guilt, they still ask God for help. 

 

The judges’ role wasn’t to sit in a courtroom and make decisions about difficult legal cases. 

Their primary role was to save God’s people from the raiders. 

The delivered the Israelites from their oppressors. 

“D” is for Deliverer. 

 

This brings us to our final point:  “E” is for Ease. 

Life gets relatively easy for a period of time. 

I don’t think it’s because of the people though. 

The judge is the one who gives them relief from their enemies and the ease lasts for as long 

as the judge lives. 

 

But as soon as the judge dies, the people go back to their old ways. 

We go on to verse nineteen though: 

Judges 2:19 NIV11  19 But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even 

more corrupt than those of their ancestors, following other gods and serving and 

worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways. 

That verse closes the loop of the cycle. 

This’s a cycle that gets repeated over and over again throughout the book. 

 

Except that each time it goes around, it also goes down and gets worse. 

The next generation becomes even more corrupt than the people who came before them. 

It’s not just a cycle, it’s a spiral, a spiral downwards. 
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It’s more like a spiral that descends further and further into the mess each time it goes 

around. 

 

If you flip over to chapter three, we’ll trace this cycle through in the account of Othniel. 

Do you remember Othniel? 

We met him in chapter one. 

He’s Caleb’s son-in-law and Aksah’s wife. 

He’s also the first, the model judge. 

 

The cycle starts with the Israelites doing evil and turning to other gods. 

That’s the “A” for apostasy, verse seven: 

Judges 3:7 NIV11 7 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD; they forgot the 

LORD their God and served the Baals and the Asherahs. 

 

God’s response to this is “B”, to put his people into bondage. 

Some foreign power is sent by God to rule over them for a period of time. 

In this case, when God’s anger burns against them, they’re handed over to this bloke whose 

name means “Cushan the doubly wicked.” 

This oppression lasts for eight years, verse eight: 

Judges 3:8 NIV11  8 The anger of the LORD burned against Israel so that he sold 

them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim, to whom the 

Israelites were subject for eight years. 

 

Who remembers what “C” stands for? 

“C” is for cry out. 

The Israelites cry out to God, looking to him for help to escape their oppressor. 

 

God’s response is to send “D”, a deliverer. 

We’re told that the Spirit of the LORD was with Othniel and he becomes a saviour or deliverer 

or judge. 

The king of Aram whom they couldn’t defeat for eight years suddenly becomes like putty in 

Othniel’s hands. 

 Have a look at verses nine and ten: 

Judges 3:9–10 NIV11  9 But when they cried out to the LORD, he raised up for them 

a deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them. 10 The 

Spirit of the LORD came on him, so that he became Israel’s judge and went to war. 



~ 10 ~ 

The LORD gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who 

overpowered him. 

 

Finally, you get “E” for ease. 

There’s a period of ease for forty years, verse eleven: 

Judges 3:11 NIV11  11 So the land had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of 

Kenaz died. 

The peace lasts until Othniel dies and a new generation come along. 

Then the cycle starts all over again. 

 

Here you’ve got the heart of what happens in the book. 

In each generation, God’s people turn from him into apostasy and God graciously delivers 

them. 

When you think about the book of judges as a whole though, you think of the downward 

spiral into sin. 

And the judges themselves, well, some of them had some pretty questionable character. 

 

We wonder, “How could THEY be the ones that God used as deliverers?” 

Yet that’s exactly what he does. 

The point isn’t to model their character in every respect. 

What makes them stand out is that they trust in God to deliver them. 

They had faith in God when very few others did. 

And so they appear in the hall of faith in Hebrews 11: 

Hebrews 11:32–33a NIV11  32   And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell 

about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the 

prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained 

what was promised 

 

God uses flawed men to deliver Israel, but their faith in God shapes life for a generation. 

Disciplined by God (2:20-3:6) 

Finally, God loves his people enough to discipline them. 

Why does God do this? 

He disciplines his people because they’ve been unfaith to the covenantal agreement 

between them and that has consequences. 
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God won’t give up on his people, but he can’t just let them carry on either. 

 

God’s clearly very angry at the Israelites since what they’d done wasn’t just a minor thing. 

They’ve violated the covenant that they had with God. 

This generation didn’t listen to him. 

They’d offended God by denying. 

That’s what sin is – denying God. 

  

God wants to be merciful, but what do you do to a child who keeps spurning your mercy? 

They’ve violated the covenant and it’s meaningless if there aren’t consequences. 

God could try and buy them off by giving them the good things of living in the land, but that 

really just rewards them. 

Instead, he removes some of their privileges. 

This is a carefully measured judgment. 

God doesn’t give full vent to his anger by cutting them off, but he will discipline them. 

 

Mercy and justice blend in God’s love.  

His discipline is designed to draw them back to himself. 

Discipline takes hard work and it’s heart-wrenching. 

The easy thing is to just walk away, turn a blind eye and let it go. 

But God loves his people enough to bother persevering with them. 

 

His response to their apostasy is to not drive out any more of the nations left after Joshua 

died. 

He’s not going to help the Israelites get rid of them. 

If he had, they would’ve experienced all the blessings that could be had living in the land 

under God without actually following him. 

 

Instead, verse 22, the other nations are going to be left in the land as a test for subsequent 

generations. 

God’s going to use these foreign nations to test whether his people will follow after him. 

This was always the plan. 

We’re told in verse 23 that it was the reason that he didn’t allow Joshua to defeat everyone 

in the land in the first place. 
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Have you ever wondered why he didn’t just let Joshua take the lot, in one hit? 

God was testing the next generation to see whether they would fight them or follow them. 

Would they depend on Yahweh or would they follow other gods? 

 

God left these foreigners to test the generation who hadn’t experienced any of the previous 

wars. 

In fact, we’re told in verse two that he did this ONLY for the sake of those who weren’t part of 

the previous wars. 

This was so that they’d get battle experience. 

Which seems a little bit odd to me. 

Why does God leave these other nations there just to be used as cannon fodder? 

That seems unusually cruel. 

 

But the point isn’t so that they’d know how to use their swords and fight in formation. 

The whole point was so that subsequent generations would learn how battles are REALLY 

lost and won. 

And that’s on the basis of whether or not they trust the Lord. 

These other nations were there to test where their hearts were really at. 

Verse four: 

Judges 3:4 NIV11  4 They were left to test the Israelites to see whether they would 

obey the LORD’S commands, which he had given their ancestors through Moses. 

It was so the new generation would not simply receive what others had fought for but would 

learn something valuable by having to struggle for it themselves 

God was disciplining his people. 

 

Sometimes, we might wonder why God allows us to experience difficulty. 

Why doesn’t he just pull us out of the world? 

I think we see the same reason in the New Testament letter to James. 

God uses trials to grow us, refine us, discipline us. 

James 1:2–4 NIV11  2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 

face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces 

perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 

complete, not lacking anything. 

 

God’s not in the business of simply solving our problems. 
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He’s into deepening our relationship with him. 

God wants our hearts. 

He doesn’t just want us to trust in leaders. 

He wants us to put our hope in him. 

Hebrews makes the argument that it’s not fun to be disciplined. 

But God does it for our good –  to help our holiness. 

Hebrews 12:10 NIV11  10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; 

but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 

 

We already know where this is going, but any doubt is removed in verses five and six. 

Judges 3:5 NIV11  5 The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 

Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 

As we finish this introduction, we see that the Israelites really bed things down. 

They happily take the Canaanites’ daughters and allow them to marry their sons. 

And they give their daughters to the Canaanite sons to marry too. 

It looks like happy families. 

 

In reality it’s an absolute disaster that sets things up for multiple generations of failure. 

Because marrying foreign spouses led to worshipping their gods. 

This is the very thing that Moses warned their ancestors about: 

Deuteronomy 7:3–4 NIV11  3 Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your 

daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 for they will turn your 

children away from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD’S anger will burn 

against you and will quickly destroy you. 

 

Here we see a truth that’s expressed throughout Scripture: a Christian shouldn’t marry 

someone who’s not a Christian. 

You might be thinking, “Does it really matter?  Aren’t you overreacting a bit?” 

“It’s not as if he or she is stopping me from being a Christian and holding to my beliefs.” 

Well the Bible warns against it for good reason. 

Marrying someone who isn’t a Christian might not be apostasy in and of itself, but there are 

many examples of this being the case. 

 

Marriage is a really significant relationship. 
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Not sharing your faith in common with your spouse will inevitably cause you to arrive at 

different conclusions in a whole host of ways. 

In fact, if you’re being a good spouse, you’ll put your husband or wife’s interests first. 

If they don’t worship God, then that would mean putting something ahead of him, which is 

something that we mustn’t do. 

That’s why the apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians: 

2 Corinthians 6:14–15 NIV11  14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For 

what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can 

light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? Or 

what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 

 

We’ll see that God’s discipline will carry throughout the book. 

Because God disciplines his people so that each generation will trust in him. 

Conclusion 

Judges is a book about faithless people and a faithful God. 

God’s people will reject him continually, but God won’t give up on them. 

He’ll deliver them, so that they’ll be saved. 

But that won’t stop him from disciplining them so that they come back to him. 

Every generation needs to depend on God’s grace 

 

That includes us too. 

Judges is an important book because the Lord does the very same thing with us. 

He wants us to have faith in him so that we’ll live as holy people in the world. 

He leaves us to live in a hostile world, but he wants our hearts. 

Philippians 2:15 NIV11  15 so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of 

God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among 

them like stars in the sky 

1 ‘2067: The End of British Christianity’, The Spectator Australia, 13 June 2015, 
https://www.spectator.com.au/2015/06/2067-the-end-of-british-christianity/. 
2 Genesis 50:25; Joshua 24:32 
3 Ephesians 6:4 
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Big Question:  How can God keep his covenant promises even when his people don’t? 

Big Idea:  Every generation must depend on God’s grace. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why does Joshua seem to be alive again in 2:6?  How does this influence the way that 

we read the whole book? 

2. Why didn’t the generation after Joshua know the LORD or what he had done for Israel 

(2:10)? 

3. What role do Christian parents have in passing the gospel on to the next generation?  

What responsibility do Christian children have? 

4. How did the next generation live differently to Joshua’s generation? 

5. What was the role of the judges? 

6. Judges follows a repeated structure.  Diagram that structure (with reference to chapters 

two and three)?  What does this pattern teach us?  

7. Why did God allow people from other nations to remain in Canaan? 

8. Why did God want to teach the Israelites warfare (3:2)? 

9. What does 3:6 tell us about marrying outside the faith? 


