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If Looks Could Kill 
Judges 16:1-31 

6 June 2021 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  God’s mission should be our ambition. 

Big Question:  What’s my ambition in life? 

Introduction 

What ambitions do you have for your life? 

Where is it that you want to be, what’s the goal you want to achieve by the end of this week? 

What are your ambitions for the next year?  Five years?  Ten years? 

If I was to get you to write down your top three ambitions, what would they be? 

 

We all have ambitions. 

You might be someone who doesn’t really have any ambitions for the future. 

Which just goes to show that your ambition is simply to go with the flow and see where you 

end up. 

It’s worth taking a moment to think about, because your ambitions for the future affect how 

you live in the now. 

 

There’s an old story from the Middle East that goes like this. 

Death is the one doing the speaking. 

There was a merchant in Bagdad who sent his servant to market to buy provisions and in a 

little while the servant came back, white and trembling, and said, “Master, just now when I 

was in the marketplace I was jostled by a man in the crowd and when I turned I saw it was 

Death that jostled me. 

“He looked at me and made a threatening gesture. 

“Now, lend me your horse, and I will ride away from this city and avoid my fate. 

“I will go to Samarra and there Death will not find me.” 

The merchant lent his servant his horse, and the servant mounted it, dug his spurs into its 

flanks and he went as fast as the horse could gallop. 

Then the merchant went down to the marketplace and he saw me standing in the crowd and 

he came to me and said, “Why did you make a threating gesture to my servant when you 

saw him this morning?” 

“That wasn’t a threatening gesture,” I said, “It was only a start of surprise. 

“I was astonished to see him in Bagdad, for I had an appointment with him tonight in 

Samarra.” 
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We’re going to see this morning that Samson is a man of ambition. 

His ambition is to be not what God says, but to do what he likes. 

He’s trying to do everything possible to escape his destiny. 

And his effort to avoid God’s mission will actually end up with him completing that mission 

and result in his own death. 

Outline 

This week, we’re continuing on in our series in the book of Judges. 

Remember that this book’s about faithless people and a faithful God. 

God’s people keep turning from him, but he keeps showing them grace. 

 

Samson’s probably one of the best known judges. 

Shamgar got one whole verse at the end of chapter three, but Samson gets four chapters of 

prime real estate in the book. 

This’s really the third and final part of a miniseries on Samson. 

 

And it’s also the end of the middle section of the book that covers the judges of Israel. 

You’ll remember that Judges has a double introduction and a double conclusion. 

In the middle, we read about all of the judges. 

We don’t know if they’re in date order, but they do seem to be arranged from south to north. 

We started with Othniel, the model judge from Judah in the south. 

And now we’re finishing with Samson, the barely judge (several puns intended) from the 

tribe of Dan in the north.1 

 

As we’ve gone through each of the judges, we’ve seen that there’s been a cycle with each 

one. 

It goes A-B-C-D-E. 

Apostasy, Bondage, Cry Out, Deliverer, Ease. 

Not only is there a cycle with each judge, there’s also been a downward spiral as things 

have gone more and more out of control. 

 

We finished chapter fifteen last week with the phrase, “Samson led Israel for twenty years in 

the days of the Philistines” in verse 20. 
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It kind of sounds like the end of the cycle, but we know that it’s anything but. 

There’s been apostasy and there’s been bondage. 

But there hasn’t been any crying out and while we’ve seen violence, there hasn’t really been 

deliverance and certainly no ease. 

There’s been no obedience and so there’s been no rest. 

 

As we saw last week, although Samson’s so well-known, he’s a scoundrel, a wreck of a 

man. 

He’s Jason Bourne or James Bond type character with massive strength. 

Just as many of these characters have pain in their past, Samson was burned by his wife 

being burned to death by the Philistines. 

His response was to make asses of them, as this one man killing machine got his revenge 

by wiping out 1,000 Philistines with a fresh jaw bone. 

But it doesn’t really push forward the mission he was given before he was born to begin 

saving Israel from the Philistines. 

 

This last chapter is about ambition. 

Samson’s full of ambition, but it’s the wrong kind of ambition. 

He’s a risk-taker who didn’t want what God wanted, but only God’s strength to fulfil his own 

ambitions. 

 

The Big Idea is that God’s mission should be our ambition. 

In many ways, this last chapter is full of tensions between Samson and others. 

So, our outline this morning is: 

• Samson vs the Philistines (vv1-3) 

• Samson vs Delilah (vv4-21) 

• Samson vs God (vv22-31) 

Samson vs the Philistines (vv1-3) 

The chapter begins with Samson going to the city of Gaza. 

It was conquered by Judah in chapter one,2 but now it’s not just back under Philistine 

control, it’s their capital. 

Samson’s reputation proceeds him. 

He’s a threat to national security, Philistine enemy number one. 

Gaza’s almost the last place he should be hanging out, but that’s Samson all over. 
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He’s a risk taker. 

Samson’s life motto could be summed up in the immortal words of Simba:  “Danger? Hah! I 

walk on the wild side.  I laugh in the face of danger.” 

 

After the incident where he killed a thousand men with a FRESH jawbone, Samson’s starting 

to look a bit like Shamgar – the judge in who gets mentioned in one verse at the end of 

chapter three for killing six hundred who? 

PHILISTINES with a cattle prod. 

He saved Israel. 

And you might also be thinking back to Ehud who delivered his sharp little message right into 

Eglon the Moabites’ throne room. 

Maybe he’s finally motivated to carry out his mission by going to the very heart of the 

Philistine’s territory. 

 

Nup, the work of delivering the Israelites from the Philistines couldn’t be further from his 

mind. 

Samson, like many young men, isn’t really thinking with his brain at all. 

He’s thinking with another body part… his EYES. 

He SEES a prostitute in Gaza and he decides that he’s going to pay to sleep with her. 

 

That’s what Samson does. 

Do you remember how he met his first wife? 

He SAW the Philistine woman in Timnah and wanted to marry her at the start of chapter 

fourteen. 

He SAW that there was a swarm of bees in the lion’s carcass and wanted to try some. 

Samson might be strong, but he’s not morally strong. 

He’s driven by what he SEES. 

If Samson sees and wants, Samson’s going to get. 

 

Samson, the bloke who’s meant to be saving Israel from idolatry decides that it’s the right 

thing to do to visit a prostitute. 

There’s some echoes of here of Joshua 2, when Joshua sends  spies to check out the 

Promised Land. 

They go into Rahab the prostitute’s house… it’s the same word used here. 

But that similarity isn’t a good thing because the spies were meant to be trusting God rather 

than being there in the first place. 
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Samson’s repeated a bad chapter of history. 

 

Just like happened to the spies, when the people of the town find out that Samson’s there, 

they want him out. 

They set an ambush for him. 

Although they’re prepared to be patient and wait until dawn to kill him. 

The city’s sealed off, surrounded by a large wall and gates that mean no one can enter or 

exit during the night. 

 

Samson, being the gentleman that he is, doesn’t even stay the night as they expect. 

In the middle of the night – around midnight – he wakes up and decides to leave. 

There’s no hint of him using his strength to defeat his enemies. 

He’s only concerned about using his strength to get out of there. 

Here’s a bloke that’s not going to be contained. 

 

He picks up the gates and carries them off with all the subtlety of Darryl Kerrigan reversing 

his tow truck up to the mansion’s gates and driving off with them. 

And like Darryl, Samson’s not even all that interested in hiding them. 

It’s hard to know whether he carried the gates over 60km to Hebron or just in that direction. 

Either way, it’s an impressive effort. 

 

I think this’s meant to be one of those “what just happened there?” moments. 

Samson’s struck at the very heart of the Philistines. 

On the one hand, they’re worse off than they were before because now they’re missing city 

gates and without them the city is greatly weakened. 

But on the other hand, nothing’s really changed at all. 

What’s Samson done to begin saving his people from the Philistines’ rule? 

Absolutely nothing, that’s what! 

 

Yes, it’s Samson vs the Philistines, but not in the way God intended. 

He’s not beginning to save Israel. 

Samson’s motivations have absolutely nothing to do with God. 

His motivation, his ambition, is to live for himself and he’ll use his strength to do it. 

Samson’s acting with a view to a thrill, not a view to a kill. 
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Samson vs Delilah 

A few years go past and we may wonder if Samson’s older and wiser. 

Yet we read verse four and it feels a bit like it’s just another day, another woman for 

Samson. 

But this time, things are a bit different. 

Maybe it’s because he’s a little bit older, but instead of just seeing and wanting a woman, 

this time we’re told that he’s in love. 

 

And we know her name! 

Delilah’s name stands out because she’s the first woman in his life to be named. 

We don’t even know his mum’s name. 

No one really knows what her name means, or even whether she’s a Philistine or an 

Israelite. 

But what becomes very clear is that if you’re going to name your daughter after a Biblical 

character, then Delilah really isn’t a great choice. 

 

Her name does sound a bit like the Hebrew word for night though, a word which was used 

four times in verses 2-3.3 

Perhaps you’re wondering what that’s got to do with anything. 

Well, it’s interesting because Samson’s name means “Sun-man”. 

You’ve got night and day here. 

We started off with the first judge, Othniel, being assisted by his wife Aksah to take hold of 

God’s promises. 

Delilah’s the complete opposite, deliberately working to UNDERMINE her man. 

 

This story’s usually called Samson and Delilah. 

I think that it should really be called Samson vs Delilah. 

This’s a pretty dysfunctional relationship by almost anyone standards. 

It’s certainly not the gold standard for a godly marriage. 

They’re both users – using the relationship to get what they want. 

 

He loves her and she loves the money that she’s been offered for any information that’ll lead 

to his arrest. 

The Philistines offer her some serious cash to rat him out. 
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She’s willing to sell him out for eleven thousand pieces of silver, not just thirty. 

Actually, it’s possible that’s the amount that’ll be given to her by EACH ONE of the FIVE 

Philistine rulers, but my hunch is that’s actually the combined amount. 

 

Delilah’s the ultimate honey trap. 

Her mission is to put an end to his mission. 

Find out the secret to his strength and more importantly how the Philistines can finally 

overpower him. 

What’s Samson’s kryptonite? 

 

What’s the secret to his strength? 

He didn’t necessarily look that strong. 

What was giving the power?  Magic beans?  A token? 

Well it’s not a can of spinach, a proton energy pill, the X-gene or the force. 

Delilah goes for the direct route – straight for the jugular – and just asks him, verse six. 

 

We’ve already seen that Samson’s a reckless, live-on-the-edge sort of guy. 

So he sees this question as an invitation to live dangerously. 

He decides to share his secret with her, fully knowing what it might cost. 

And he’s totally up for it. 

 

Samson gives an answer to his mistress, but it’s not truthful. 

He tells her that he can be subdued by tying him up with seven fresh bowstrings. 

That’s obviously not the truth and yet it’s a bit of a nod to the truth because the number 

seven hints to the seven braids of his hair that get shaved off in verse nineteen. 

 

The Philistines kindly provide what she needs and she ties Samson up. 

Perhaps he didn’t know about the men who were hidden in the room – it’s hard to know. 

But he knew that Delilah had acted on the information he’d given and tried to tie him up. 

He’d gone along with her game and allowed her to do it. 

 

He’s willing to play with her, knowing that his strength can always do the talking. 

Which’s exactly what happens when Delilah says, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” 
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The bowstrings just melt away from his arms and he’s free. 

 

Delilah’s not going to give up that easily though, especially when there’s money on the line. 

In fact, she puts Samson in the dock, essentially gaslighting him by accusing him of being 

making a fool of her. 

I’m not really sure who he made a fool of her in front of though. 

Even though he wasn’t honest with her the first time,  she gives him a second chance and 

this time he tells her that the answer is fresh ropes. 

Something that obviously isn’t going to work because that’s exactly what the men of Judah 

tried in chapter fifteen when they tied him up and delivered him to the Philistines. 

Unsurprisingly, it doesn’t work. 

 

It’s a bit like the boy who cries wolf – Samson’s doing the lying and Delilah’s doing the 

crying. 

She responds with the same accusation, doing the whole, “You don’t really love me,” routine 

again. 

This time he gets a little closer to the truth when he says that if she weaves seven of his 

braids into the loom, then he’ll become weak. 

 

So she does this on the sly, when he’s asleep, presumably at night time. 

The pin she puts in his is meant to remind us of Jael’s tent peg. 

When she calls, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” he’s still got all the strength that 

he’s always had. 

 

Eventually – on the fourth time – he reveals the secret to her. 

In fact, he tells her EVERYTHING, verse seventeen. 

Presumably that includes telling her about how the angel appeared to his mum and told her 

what she wasn’t allowed to do during her pregnancy. 

He reveals how he’s been a Nazirite since his birth. 

And most importantly, that he’s not just scruffy, but his head hasn’t ever be shaved. 

 

We wonder why on earth he’d told her these things. 

Surely he had some idea of what was going on? 

Even if he didn’t know about the money or the men hiding, he knew that she wanted to get 

rid of his strength. 
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He was taking a big risk telling her the secret to the thing that allowed him to take risks. 

 

I think part of the reason he told is because he loved her and wanted intimacy with her. 

Another reason is that she was just nagging him, verse sixteen. 

It’s interesting that Solomon, the great king of Israel who was led astray by his many wives is 

the one who wrote: 

Proverbs 27:15–16 NIV11  15 A quarrelsome wife is like the dripping of a leaky roof 

in a rainstorm; 16 restraining her is like restraining the wind or grasping oil with the 

hand. 

Proverbs 25:24 NIV11  24 Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house 

with a quarrelsome wife. 

It’s not me saying that – it’s in the Bible! 

Delilah’s described as tormenting Samson to death and how true that turns out to be. 

 

Don’t miss the irony of the riddle back in chapter fourteen. 

Judges 14:14a NIV11  14 He replied,  “Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the 

strong, something sweet.” 

What’s sweeter than honey?  What’s stronger than a lion? 

The sweet words of the woman Samson loves are greater than all of Samson’s strength. 

Samson’s own words “If you had not ploughed with my heifer, you would not have solved my 

riddle,” have come true once again. 

 

But there’s another thing that’s so obvious we might miss it, yet I think it’s significant. 

There’s this repeated phrase every time Samson answers, “I’ll become as weak as any other 

man.” 

It’s there in verses seven, eleven, thirteen and seventeen. 

Samson knew that he was risking becoming like “any other man.” 

 

I think he WANTED to become like any other man. 

He WANTS to get a haircut and get a real job. 

He wanted the freedom of normalcy more than he wanted to complete God’s mission. 

That’s why he was willing to give away this knowledge. 

 

This time, Delilah knows that she’s got the whole story. 

She’s so sure, in fact, that this time she gets the Philistines to bring the silver with them. 
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As she puts him to sleep in her lap, I can’t help but think of Jael tucking Sisera into bed in 

chapter four. 

She gets help to shave off the seven braids of his hair. 

 

When Samson wakes up, we’re told that he didn’t realise that his strength had left him. 

Actually, we’re told that the LORD had left him. 

Yet he still thought he’d be okay, verse twenty: 

Judges 16:20 NIV11  20 Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!”   

He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.” 

But he did not know that the LORD had left him. 

 

The Philistines capture him and they gouge out his eyes. 

He made them gateless and they made him sightless. 

This kind of punishment wasn’t uncommon in the ancient world and it would later happen to 

King Zedekiah. 

For Samson it’s particularly significant because he couldn’t just follow his eyes any longer. 

His whole mode of operation had come to an end. 

 

This’s a very graphic representation of what Jesus says in Matthew 5. 

A lot of people think that Jesus is exaggerating in the Sermon on the Mount, but I’m 

convinced that he’s deadly serious. 

Jesus says, “IF your eye causes you to sin, then rip it out.” 

Matthew 5:29 NIV11  29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and 

throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole 

body to be thrown into hell. 

 

The thing is that it’s not our eyes that are the problem. 

If we ripped them out, that wouldn’t stop us from sinning. 

That’s why Christians don’t walk around with our eyes ripped out. 

It’s your heart that causes us to sin. 

In ancient thought, they understood the heart to be the thing that directed all of your actions. 

Samson needed heart surgery. 

You and I need heart surgery. 

The offer that Jesus makes in the New Covenant is to take a heart of stone and make it a 

heart of flesh. 
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Samson was carried off in chains and he was made to grind grain, using the strength of an 

ordinary man. 

This was meant to humiliate him because he was reduced to doing slave and women’s work. 

But did you also notice where he was taken?  Back to Gaza. 

But instead of being strong, this time he’s weak and defeated. 

He got exactly what he wanted. 

Now he was weak like any other man, but it was a miserable existence. 

 

It’s been Samson vs Delilah and it looks very much like Delilah’s won. 

She just disappears into the background. 

And we’re left wondering what’s going to happen to the mission to begin saving Israel from 

the Philistines? 

God said that Samson would begin defeating the Philistines and he hasn’t done anything 

even remotely like that. 

Samson just doesn’t ever seem interested and now he seems like he’s too weak and 

pathetic to be able to. 

 

I’m sure that you’ve wondered, like I have, why it’s his hair that’s THE thing? 

There’s some debate about whether he was a Nazarite in the Numbers 6 sense, or whether 

he was just set apart, which’s what the word means. 

If he was a Numbers 6 Nazarite, then he’s violated the vow in all kinds of ways, so why does 

this one really matter? 

Was he drinking alcohol at the party in chapter fourteen?  It’s hard to know. 

He definitely touched dead bodies. 

 

It was never about the hair, but about the heart under the hair. 

His parents were specifically told that he hair wasn’t to be cut. 

Cutting his hair was the final, decisive act of rebellion. 

His strength wasn’t tied up in his hair so much as it was a symbol of him being God’s 

servant. 

Cutting his hair was rejecting God. 

 

Samson was happy to have the strength to use for his own ambition, but he never lifted a 

finger to save Israel. 
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He was only interested in his own retaliation when he felt wrong. 

He wanted God’s strength to feed his own ambitions and not God’s. 

 

We’re often the same and it affects the way we pray. 

We want God’s strength. 

We want the strength to make the mountain move, but we don’t want to use it for God’s 

purposes. 

I’m far quicker to see how God’s strength can be used to fulfil my own desires and so that’s 

what I ask for. 

God gives great strength so that we can achieve what he wants. 

Samson vs God (vv22-31) 

There’s this understated sentence that’s just pregnant with meaning. 

Some people put it at the end of the last section, but I think it goes at the beginning of this 

one. 

If it was a movie, there’d be a close-up of Samson’s hair and we’d watch a time lapse of it 

beginning to grow again. 

Verse 22: 

Judges 16:22 NIV11  22 But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had 

been shaved. 

 

This’s an act of God, totally out of Samson’s control. 

Samson allowed his hair to be cut, but now God’s allowing it to grow back. 

The hair coming back in and of itself doesn’t give him strength, but it’s a symbol that God’s 

not done. 

The Philistines think that it’s done and dusted – they think that blinding Samson is enough to 

defeat him permanently. 

They don’t notice the hair. 

 

The Philistines are holding a do to celebrate their victory. 

It’s a full house at the temple that night, a big party for men and women, three thousand 

people on the roof, verse 27. 

All of the big wigs were there. 

But Samson’s got one last act and it’s a show-stopper where he’ll bring down the house. 
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Samson gets wheeled out to entertain them. 

What’s this blind guy going to do? 

I don’t think that means that he was brought out to in his tutu to perform a ballet. 

He was there so that they could mock him. 

They brought him out to laugh and scoff at him. 

And that means that they were laughing at Israel’s God as well. 

 

The Philistines are full of self-congratulation, but also full of praise to their God. 

One of the gods the Philistines worshipped was named Dagon. 

Dagon is father of Baal, who’s featured throughout the book. 

Dagon was a fish with the head, arms and legs of a human. 

So at this temple party, they were sacrificing and celebrating Dagon’s great victory. 

When they saw Samson’s sorry state, they concluded, verse 24: 

Judges 16:24 NIV11  24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying,  

“Our god has delivered our enemy into our hands, the one who laid waste our land 

and multiplied our slain.” 

 

There’s a contest going on here, like this coming Wednesday night. 

But instead of being state against state, mate against mate, it’s false god against true God. 

Don’t get so caught up in the story that you forget that it’s about god against God. 

 

If you think that the true and living God, the God of the Bible’s going to sit back and allow 

another god to get praise for defeating him, then you’ve got another thing coming. 

He won’t share his glory with anyone or anything else. 

I like how one person said, “Bastard praises must be stifled.” 

God won’t allow people to keep worshipping other gods. 

 

The people of Israel still haven’t cried out once in this cycle, but finally, Samson does. 

But Samson’s prayer is astounding. 

Even to the last minute, Samson is single-mindedly determined to ignore God’s mission. 

Have a look with me at verse 28: 

Judges 16:28 NIV11  28 Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, 

remember me. Please, God, strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow 

get revenge on the Philistines…” 
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So far, so good. 

And then we find out that he doesn’t want revenge for the way that they Philistines have 

been oppressing the Israelites. 

He says that he wants revenge, 

“for my two eyes.” 

It’s still Samson’s ambitions versus God’s. 

Samson’s focus is still on retribution. 

 

I’m kind of expecting a bolt of lightning to come down from heaven and wipe him out at this 

point. 

Surely God won’t allow his strength to return to him to get revenge. 

But that’s EXACTLY what God does. 

And at the SAME TIME, Samson will be inadvertently be participating in God’s agenda. 

 

Samson places one hand on each of the central pillars. 

We’ve got archaeological evidence that temples in this kind of place at this sort of time were 

held up with giant cedar pillars about 3m apart. 

And he gives an almighty shove because God Almighty is the one who gave him the 

strength to be able to do that. 

The temple came down on the rulers and all the people. 

With that act, he BEGAN to save Israel, just as the angel told his mother. 

 

Samson had faith in God. 

He had faith that God could and would give him the strength to be able to take down the 

pillars. 

God’s the one who, according the book of Hebrews, by faith will turn weakness into strength. 

Hebrews 11:34: 

Hebrews 11:34 NIV11  34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of 

the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in 

battle and routed foreign armies. 

 

The most significant thing in Samson’s life was his death. 

The narrator of this account gives us a summary there at the end of verse 31: 

 “Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived.” 

That sounds like the kind of thing that you’d have written on your gravestone. 
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Only I’m not sure you’d want it on your gravestone because it’s not a recommendation, 

praising him for what he did in his death. 

It’s condemning him for what he DIDN’T do during his life. 

 

Samson wasn’t on mission, but God still used him. 

He’s his own agent but always assuming God is the backup option. 

He can always fall back on God. 

In Samson’s life we don’t see a man who follows God’s agenda, but someone who simply 

ignores it. 

Yet in Samson vs God, God himself protects his glory and gets the last say. 

 

So, Samson judged Israel for 20 years. 

Application 

What’re we meant to do with Samson? 

It might be clever, but I don’t think that the connection with the New Testament is meant to 

be Acts 18:18, where Paul: 

Acts 18:18c NIV11  Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchreae because 

of a vow he had taken. 

 

It really doesn’t feel like there’s all that much to redeem him. 

He’s a scumbag who just likes to throw his weight around. 

Yes, if God can use someone as wild as Samson, we’re comforted to think that he can use 

someone as wild as us. 

But can we say more than that? 

 

Samson is Israel embodied. 

Israel were given a mission, just like Samson was, before they were made. 

Right from the point that the nation of Israel was birthed by coming through the Red Sea and 

out of Egypt, they were meant to be a strong people. 

They were strong because God made them strong. 

Other nations came against them and they weren’t able to stand when Israel were turning to 

God. 

Their job was to be God’s representatives and agents in the world. 
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Both Samson and Israel failed in this. 

Throughout Judges, spiritual adultery’s been one of the big themes. 

Time after time, we’ve seen the Israelites chasing after other gods. 

Like 6:1: 

Judges 6:1 NIV11  1 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven 

years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 

They were meant to be strong and in control, but they didn’t care less. 

They cared far more about chasing what their eyes could see. 

 

At the beginning of Matthew’s gospel, he goes out of his way to show that Jesus is the true 

embodiment of what Israel was MEANT to be. 

When we started Matthew eight years ago, I don’t think I fully realised just how important it 

is. 

He makes all these quotes from the Old Testament showing who Jesus is. 

And we see that he’s the one – unlike Israel – who isn’t taken in by worshipping other gods. 

 

Jesus wasn’t ever diverted from God’s agenda. 

His ambition was always God’s mission. 

It’s the mission that sent him to the cross. 

That place where the people of Israel put the true and faithful embodiment of Israel to death. 

 

But that was a significant turning point in history. 

God used that event to bring about the deliverance of his people. 

It took God’s servant dying to deliver his people. 

God himself had to die so that we could be freed from spiritual adultery. 

 

We look on at this train wreck in the book of judges and we tend to ignore the train wreck of 

our own lives. 

The pain and hurt and brokenness that we feel everyday and put onto others. 

That comes from us trying to fulfil our own ambitions. 

James reminds us: 

James 4:1 NIV11  1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come 

from your desires that battle within you? 
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Jesus calls his disciples to have God’s mission as their ambition. 

Godliness is found in seeking to build God’s kingdom rather than our own. 

Jesus taught his disciples to pray, 

Matthew 6:10 NIV11  10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

That’s the ambition of the person who, in the words of Amazing Grace, “was lost but now am 

found 

Was blind but now I see.” 

 

Will we embrace being what God’s called us to be? 

God’s given us a mission. 

That mission means taking the good news of his kingdom to the ends of the earth. 

To become so bound up in his glory that it’s our primary motivation and ambition. 

 

Samson just wants an easy life full of pleasure. 

That’s his ambition in life. 

He doesn’t seem the least bit interested in fulfilling what God’s said that he’ll do. 

In fact, it seems like God’s purposes really only come onto the scene when they line up with 

Samson’s purposes. 

That’s a terrible and vacuous way to live. 

 

Jesus says: 

Matthew 6:31–33 NIV11  31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, 

and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom 

and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

 

May we not be people who are led by their eyes. 

Instead, be people who delight to do God’s will, with his law on our hearts. 

May God’s mission be our ambition.

 
1 Judges 13:2 
2 Judges 1:18 
3 hallaylâ 



 

If Looks Could Kill 
Judges 16:1-31 

6 June 2021 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  God’s mission should be our ambition. 

Big Question:  What’s my ambition in life? 

Discussion Questions 

1. Is there anything wrong with being ambitious in life? 

2. Where does Judges 16 fit into the flow of the whole book? 

3. What expectations do we have of Samson when he goes to Gaza? 

4. What drives Samson?  How do we know this? 

5. How would you describe Samson and Delilah’s relationship? 

6. Why does Samson share the source of his strength with Delilah? 

7. How does verse 22 help us to understand what’s going on in this passage? 

8. Why did Samson ask for his strength back and why did God allow it? 

9. What does Samson teach Christians on this side of the cross? 

 

 


