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Big Question:  How and why does God speak to us? 

Big Idea:  God speaks to retune our speech. 

Prayer 

Master in Heaven, 

As we open your word this morning, we ask that you would mould us like clay, please shape 

us with the guiding hand of your Holy Spirit.  Give us ears to hear and hearts that are willing 

to obey as we listen to you speak to us. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O 

LORD, my rock, and my redeemer. 

Introduction 

It’s confession time. 

When I’m feeling a little bit cheeky, I like to have a bit of fun answering the phone. 

Especially if the call’s coming from a private number. 

After all, there’s a very good chance that calls from a private number are going to be a 

telemarketer. 

 

The phone rings and I answer, “Benjamin speaks…” 

And then I wait. 

There’s usually a bit of an awkward pause on the other end as the person wonders exactly 

what they should say. 

They’re expecting something like, “Hello”, but this takes them completely by surprise. 

I can hear them fumbling over the first few words as they begin to speak. 

Now, I realise that you could make an argument that being deliberately awkward like that 

isn’t a very loving thing to do. 

And I’d have to agree with you, but in some of my less godly moments I do it anyway. 

 

It’s not that I’m lying, there’s nothing inaccurate about answering the phone like that. 

Ben really does speak, it’s just unusual for him to do it in the third person. 



 

Speaking is so natural and normal though, especially when we answer the phone, that we 

just expect conversation to happen. 

We don’t really think about what’s going on and don’t feel like we need to be told. 

 

The same thing’s true of God. 

He speaks and we take that as normal, typical. 

We value the Word of God because it’s him speaking to us. 

And yet it’s not all that often that we stop to think about it. 

 

Speaking is something quite unusual compared to many gods. 

Two weeks ago, we looked at Psalm 115. 

There, the psalmist talked about the idols – phony gods – who don’t speak at all. 

Psalm 115:5a, 7b NIV11  5 They have mouths, but cannot speak… nor can they 

utter a sound with their throats. 

But the God of the Bible is a God who speaks.  

Outline 

Psalm 19 is probably amongst some of the most well-known psalms in the Bible. 

Well, the first verse is, anyway. 

While it’s a great verse, I’m not sure how often we get beyond it. 

But like many of the psalms, when you start digging into them – the WHOLE thing – you start 

to find that they take you in directions that you didn’t expect. 

 

Psalm 19 is all about the God of the Bible, the God of Creation, the God of Israel, the God 

and Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, speaking. 

The psalm’s like a symphony with three very distinct movements to it. 

Each one has a very different style. 

 The Creation’s Speech (vv1-6) 

 The Law’s Speech (vv7-10) 

 The Servant’s Speech (vv11-14) 

The Creation’s Speech (vv1-6) 

The first thing we see is that God speaks in Creation. 

 



 

There’s something special about the heavens – the expanse of space – sun, moon, clouds, 

stars and planets. 

We look at the glistening stars in the sky (like Abraham did millennia ago) on a clear night 

and far away from the pollution of city lights, and we’re amazed at their beauty. 

People get excited and drag themselves out of bed at strange times of the night to witness a 

comet, an eclipse or some other astronomical event. 

We see the beauty during the day too. 

I was out walking with someone the other day and looking up at the blue sky with the fluffy 

white clouds dancing across the sky was delightful. 

Looking up at the heavens makes us say, “Wow.” 

As a shepherd, David would’ve had plenty of time to gaze in wonder at the sky. 

 

There’s something about looking up at the sky that humbles us. 

When we were in central Australia, there were places that are relatively flat. 

Looking up at the blue sky stretching from horizon to horizon makes us realise just how 

small we are. 

Looking up makes us wonder what is out there. 

 

It doesn’t matter what god you believe in – or even none at all – looking to the heavens 

speaks to us. 

It says that there really is a God. 

Such complexity, beauty and scale tells us that it must’ve been consciously planned by an 

intelligent being. 

The creation doesn’t just show what God's done, it also tells us about the power and majesty 

of the one who created it. 

 

All of creation declares the weightiness and importance of God. 

Who could’ve come up with something that spectacular? 

The voice of creation declares the glory of God, verse 1: 

Psalm 19:1 NIV11  1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 

work of his hands. 

 

Creation shouts out this same message around the clock, verse two. 

From the largest galaxy that hasn’t been seen by human eyes down to the very smallest 

microbe that hasn’t been seen by human eyes either, creation gushes about God’s glory. 

Day or night, you can’t keep it quiet from giving knowledge about the one who created it. 



 

Its voice bubbles up and can’t be stopped from speaking of God’s glory and how amazing he 

is.  

 

Creation speaks, declaring God’s glory, but it doesn’t use words. 

The psalmist seems a bit confused because he talks about creation’s speech in verse two 

and then uses the same word to say that it doesn’t speak in the very next verse. 

Was he confused? 

No, it’s just that the voice of creation isn’t heard, so much as seen. 

 

Creation uses sign language to communicate. 

I grew up signing a bit because a family friend in my class had cerebral palsy which stopped 

her from being able to speak clearly. 

When we learned the alphabet in grade one, we learned it in signs as well. 

 

Signing has a strength that you can communicate over long distances without spoken words. 

I remember being in our second-floor classroom and my friend having a conversation with 

her mum down on the parade ground below. 

In the same way, creation communicates down to us without having to use a word. 

Of course, when we sign we’re still using a language. 

 

God speaks in creation with a universal language that everyone can understand. 

God’s glory is on display for everyone in the whole world to see/hear in every corner of the 

globe. 

From Argentina to Antarctica, Belarus to Bulgaria, Chile to China, Denmark to Djibouti. 

And even as people look down from the International Space Station and then out into the 

rest of the cosmos. 

God’s glory can be seen by all people, everywhere as they look at the world he’s made. 

Psalm 19:4 NIV11  4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the 

ends of the world. 

It’s impossible to escape this message – you can’t shake it, you can’t escape from it. 

 

The psalmist uses the sun to make his point. 

You can’t miss the sun – those first few rays of light appearing over the horizon change the 

whole world around us 

It’s the greater light that governs the day. 



 

God gave us the sun as a sign “to mark sacred times, and days and years,” Genesis 1:14. 

It’s so dominant in the day that the bright stars and moon are drowned out by it. 

 

It goes all the way across the sky and in God’s kindness, “nothing is deprived of its warmth”. 

The sun gives light, heat and energy to the world. 

How nice is it, on these cold days, to be able to get out in the sun and enjoy the warmth of its 

rays on your skin? 

Everyone sees the sun but where did the sun come from? 

It was created by God, of course! 

All of creation points to the God who made it all. 

 

We’re told that this world is the work of his hands, verse one. 

That simply means that he’s the one who made and created it out of nothing. 

He didn’t do it with his hands, he did it with his words: 

Psalm 33:6 NIV11  6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, their starry 

host by the breath of his mouth. 

The result of his words speaks to us. 

 

Why don’t some people see it? 

People spend their lives studying and enjoying the world. 

The astronomer observes the wonder and complexity, seeing a puzzle to solve with her 

scientific study. 

The astrologer looks to the stars and planets – and sure, some of them see a way of making 

a quick buck – but most see them guiding influences on people’s lives. 

Meteorologists try to read the sky… and get it almost completely wrong like they have today. 

This isn’t just a modern thing – the ancients in the nations around Israel worshipped the sun 

and stars as deities. 

And yet they miss God altogether. 

 

The problem isn’t with God speaking, it’s with us listening. 

Sin means that we don’t want to listen. 

Human beings suppress the testimony and knowledge given in creation. 

And God will hold us accountable for that. 



 

Romans 1:18 NIV11  18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all 

the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their 

wickedness, 

 

Sometimes, we wonder, “What about people on the other side of the world who haven’t 

heard of our God? 

“What about the person on the far corner of the world who’s never heard about Jesus?” 

It wouldn’t be fair for God to judge them for not following him when they’ve never even heard 

of him. 

If God sent people to hell without them even knowing, that wouldn’t be fair. 

 

In Grade 11, I went on a school trip overseas for a few weeks. 

Physics exams – unlike most other subjects – counted towards your final mark from the very 

beginning of Grade 11. 

I checked with my teacher that I wouldn’t miss anything and was told that I’d just miss a 

whole unit, but that would be fine because we wouldn’t be tested on it. 

He then went on study leave and at the end of the semester I was sitting in the exam and 

there were questions on for work I didn’t cover. 

It seemed quite unfair to have to answer a question on an area I wasn’t taught about! 

 

Some people reason that God will judge people on the basis of what they know. 

In fact, some argue, don’t send missionaries because the more they know, the more guilty 

they’ll be. 

If they don’t respond then they’d have been better off if the missionary hadn’t come. 

Or we might reason that God will simply let everyone in. 

 

The Bible’s answer is that God will judge people on the basis of what they know. 

And everyone’s had the opportunity to hear his voice. 

God’s power and nature are on display for everyone to see and therefore people are without 

excuse. 

His presence can be understood from what’s been made. 

This is how Paul describes it in Romans 1: 

Romans 1:20 NIV11  20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—

his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from 

what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 

 



 

The psalmist tells us that God speaks through creation. 

The creation’s speech shows every man, woman and child the glory of God. 

The Law’s Speech (vv7-10) 

The second way that God speaks is through his Law. 

 

God reveals himself more completely in his Law than he does in creation. 

It’s one thing to know about God and another thing to know him personally. 

God reveals himself generally to the whole world in creation, but more specifically to his 

people in his word. 

 

The psalms were the songs of the people of Israel. 

They were written by and for people who know the God of the Bible by name. 

From verse seven, the name the psalmist uses for God changes from the general name 

‘God’ (ֵאל) to Yahweh (ְיהָוה), the name that Israel knew him by. 

 

When you think of ‘law’, what comes to mind? 

A lot of people think of a long list of rules. 

I think of legislation that’s written in very dry, formal language, telling people what to do. 

We often think of laws as being a bad thing. 

There are people who don’t like the kind of laws that we’re having to follow at the moment 

because they restrict us from doing what we want. 

 

That’s what people often think that the Old Testament is full of. 

Let’s be honest, it takes a “special” kind of person to sit down and read through a list of 

rules. 

When we talk about law – Torah – in the Bible, we mean more than rules. 

Torah is instruction. 

 

Law means the first five books of the Bible – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 

Deuteronomy. 

If you read through them – like I did in the first part of the year, using my Bible reading 

program – then you’ll find that there are a whole lot of rules. 

But there’s much more than rules. 



 

Those books are full of story too, accounts of how God acted with his people. 

Even some of the rules which seem a little strange at first, when you start to understand 

them, you realise how clever they all are. 

 

God speaks in his Law. 

The law gives us an insight into what God is like. 

It shows us his character – that he’s right, just and fair… but perhaps most importantly that 

he’s full of grace and mercy. 

It shows us that although humanity sinned – rejecting him and turning our backs on him – 

God hasn’t done the same thing with us. 

He’s in the business of saving a people for himself. 

 

Did you notice how the psalmist’s attitude couldn’t be any less negative and dismissive? 

He’s really excited about the Law, he describes it as “refreshing the soul,” in verse seven. 

Listen to all the other good things that God does as he speaks in the Law: 

It makes the simple person wise and helps you to see things that you otherwise wouldn’t. 

You can have experience without wisdom.  His word gives us wisdom without necessarily 

even having the experience. 

It gives joy to your heart. 

 

He says six things about the law. 

Law is perfect, which means that it’s true, but also that it doesn’t leave anything out or add 

anything unnecessary in. 

It has testimony, which has integrity and doesn’t have errors.  That means that you can trust 

it. 

He has statues/precepts which are good and upright, directing us to do the right thing at the 

right time. 

There are commandments which are pure. 

Fear of the LORD might seems like a strange thing to be on the list.   

Even stranger is that it’s clean.  In the Old Testament, something that’s clean is pure. 

His judgments and rules are right and don’t get changed or overturned later on because he 

can’t be deceived like we can. 

 

David’s attitude to the God’s revelation of himself in the Law is summarised in verse ten: 



 

Psalm 19:10 NIV11  10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they 

are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. 

They are more precious than gold.  Or platinum or even Rhodium, the most expensive metal 

in the world. 

I wonder how many of us feel that way about God’s law, or whether we’d give it up in a 

heartbeat if we were offered something valuable? 

 

In a time before refined sugar, natural honeycomb was as good as it got. 

And it doesn’t matter how much you try to convince me (or yourself), your bliss balls aren’t 

as good as a Tim Tam. 

But God’s word is even better than a Tim Tam. 

God’s Law is a taste of himself. 

 

God’s word is desirable and good for us. 

Eve found the fruit in the garden to be desirable and so she ate it rather than listening to 

what God said. 

But eating it turned out to be a disaster, Genesis 3:6. 

That’s never the case with God’s word and David found that it brought him great enjoyment. 

 

This isn’t just David’s perspective in the Old Testament. 

God’s law reveals his character and his desires for us. 

In the New Testament, Paul writes to Timothy, with the Old Testament Scriptures mainly in 

mind: 

2 Timothy 3:16 NIV11  16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

 

Many people want to chase the spiritual experience of God speaking audibly to them. 

Or they describe having “a feeling” as God speaking to them. 

We have the miracle of being able to hear God speak whenever we open his word. 

 

We have the privilege of hearing God speak to us all the time. 

Are you getting in the word? 

Or are you starving yourself to death? 

 



 

It might be that you feel like reading God’s word feels about as appealing as eating mashed 

worms. 

Getting into God’s word can be tricky, but it’s immensely rewarding when you do. 

It’s exciting to see the lightbulb moments when we put the effort in and discover the richness 

of what God’s said. 

 

Being malnourished is when you’re not getting enough food in. 

Some of us aren’t really malnourished, so much as undernourished. 

Undernourished is when you’re getting food in, but it’s not the right type of food for a 

balanced diet. 

Most of us are getting enough stuff in, but it may be the high glucose type – spiritual junk 

food. 

It might just be a short devotion that never gets us into the word. 

And we wonder why we’re left feeling unloved, uninspired and insecure. 

 

God speaks in his law. 

God’s Law is good and is sweet to listen to. 

The Servant’s Speech (vv11-14) 

Finally, God speaks to his servants. 

 

Psalm 19 is a bit of a slippery little sucker. 

I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but often worship songs based on a psalm only focus on a 

little bit of the psalm. 

Even Christian traditions who value singing the psalms often pick and choose certain bits. 

What’s the last part of this psalm got to do with the rest of the psalm? 

It seems out of place, like it wouldn’t fit if you were making a song. 

 

I think these last few verses are actually the key to the big idea of the psalm. 

It’s important to know THAT God speaks, but it’s even more important to realise that God 

speaks for a purpose. 

He speaks so that we can have a relationship with him. 

{DP}  God speaks to retune our speech. 

That’s the big idea of this psalm:  God speaks to retune our speech. 



 

 

God doesn’t just speak because he likes the sound of his own voice – though I’m sure that 

he does! 

He speaks so that the people he’s made will listen and have their speech changed, retuned. 

So, we don’t just listen for listening sake, we listen with a view to being transformed. 

God’s word changes the people who meditate on it. 

Listening to God will have an impact on our lives. 

 

God’s servant will be warned, verse eleven. 

Creation speaks of a God who’s power, might and goodness mustn’t be ignored. 

The Law warns us of how disastrous sin can be. 

It shows us the cost to ourselves and others when we ignore God and do things our own 

way. 

 

There’s a good side to it as well. 

It’s not just about staying out of trouble. 

Living God’s way is good for us, actually, it’s the best for us. 

There’s great reward in listening and following when he speaks to us, verse eleven. 

 

The creation speaks generally of the power of the creator God. 

But David seems like he’s aware of the limits even of the law. 

He knew how depraved the human heart was and he discovered that in his own life in all 

sorts of different ways. 

Our hearts are complicated and are tainted to their core with sin. 

The prophet Jeremiah put it like this: 

Jeremiah 17:9 NIV11  9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who 

can understand it? 

 

The answer is that we can’t fully know ourselves. 

There are sins that we don’t even know are sins. 

Our rebellion against God is so complete that we don’t even always know that’s what we’re 

doing. 

The sins we confess are really just a sample of the ones we commit. 

 



 

Secret sins need to be forgiven, not just the ones we know about but the ones we don’t as 

well. 

Even the ones that are a secret from ourselves. 

That’s why the Law included sacrifices for these unintentional sins. 

In the words of David, verse twelve: 

Psalm 19:12 NIV11  12 But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden 

faults. 

 

Then there are the wilful sins that can rule over us. 

We need to let God’s Word rule over us, not us sit in judgment of it. 

That’s what sin is. 

Sin is us saying that we know better than what God does about ruling our own lives. 

 

David realised that he needed God’s help to be blameless and innocent, verse thirteen. 

He prays, asking that God would keep him back from overstepping the boundaries. 

That God would help me to stop myself from sinning. 

That’s a good prayer, a really good prayer. 

I wonder if it’s the kind of pray that you pray? 

 

In his Law, God clearly tells us about right and wrong. 

But, as good and pure and right as the law is, there’s one thing that the law couldn’t do – it 

couldn’t save us. 

It showed us our sin (Romans 7:7), but it couldn’t change our hearts. 

We need Jesus for that. 

 

This is a Psalm of David, that’s what we’re told up in the very top line. 

That means it’s a Messianic Psalm – a psalm that speaks of the Messiah. 

Can you imagine Jesus singing this psalm? 

Asking that he’d be kept from going astray. 

 

Because Jesus was faithful in all that he said and did, there’s hope for us still. 

There’s a final way that God speaks. 

He didn’t stop speaking with the Law. 



 

He continued to speak in the history of his people. 

The history books of the Old Testament are sometimes called the former prophets. 

Then, God spoke through his prophets. 

 

But finally, he’s spoken through his Son. 

Jesus is God’s final word about how he’s going to save and redeem his people. 

Jesus is God’s final declaration to us and indeed, the whole world. 

He’s the Word because he’s the last declaration from the father. 

Hebrews 1:1–3 NIV11  1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken 

to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 

made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had 

provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 

 

Like the sun in the creation, verse six, we can’t miss God’s Son. 

Are you trusting in Jesus to forgive your sins? 

Both the ones that you do wilfully, sitting in judgement of him and the ones that you do 

without even realising it. 

We all need God’s grace because none of us are able to do it on our own. 

Thank God that he’s spoken in Jesus. 

 

God speaks to his servants. 

God speaks in the world around us. 

He speaks to us in his Law. 

He speaks most clearly though his son. 

 

Which brings us to the last verse. 

I think that the whole point of this psalm is actually revealed to us there. 

David’s desire was to listen to God’s words so that his words would be pleasing to God. 

So that he would be changed from signing his own tune to singing God’s song. 

And not just with his words, but his thoughts and each and every thought that he has. 

 

We listen to God so that he will retune his servants’ speech. 



 

As he works in our lives, may it be true of all of us that our lives would be pleasing to him. 

That we would put off sin and be remade in the image of Christ. 

Psalm 19:14 NIV11  14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart 

be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
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Big Question:  How and why does God speak to us? 

Big Idea:  God speaks to retune our speech. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is it significant that God speaks? 

2. Why do you think that David is particularly interested in the sky? 

3. What can we learn about God from Creation?  What can’t we learn? 

4. What is God’s Law? 

5. Why does David seem to think so highly of God’s Law? 

6. Does God’s Law have any value for us today? 

7. What do verses 11-14 tells us about i. human beings and ii. God’s Law? 

8. How are the last four verses connected with the verses before? 

9. This psalm tells us about what theologians call ‘general revelation’ and ‘special 

revelation’.  What do you think those terms mean?  Do you think that the purpose of this 

psalm is to teach this theology?  If not, what is the purpose of the psalm? 


