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You Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Yet 

Haggai 2:1-9 

22 November 2020 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  How can we ever build something that’s worthy of God’s glory? 

Big Idea:  Persevere in God’s work because God is building a temple for his glory. 

Introduction 

Throughout my childhood, we used to regularly visit a friend’s farm. 

It was always an interesting place because you never quite knew what you were going to 

find. 

We knew not to step on any newspaper on the floor in his house because there was a good 

chance it was covering a hole in the floorboards. 

You’d open the fridge in the kitchen and it’d be full of power tools. 

There were old car parts, dead batteries, sheep drench, tools… and that was just on the 

kitchen table. 

There was transmission fluid in the kitchen sink and weedkiller next to the dishwashing 

liquid. 

Outside the house was even worse – there was rusted wire, abandoned machinery and the 

bones of dead farm animals. 

 

Our last ever visit to that farm was when he was getting ready to sell the place. 

There would’ve been an army of twenty of us who spent the weekend helping to clean up. 

We moved wood, picked up wire and cleared vegetation. 

It was great to watch as truckload after truckload of rubbish was taken to the dump. 

 

At the end of the weekend, we stood back and looked at the progress we’d made. 

I’m fairly sure he didn’t even know he had front stairs until that day. 

There was still a long way to go, but it was a huge improvement. 

 

It was satisfying to see the transformation… until we turned around and looked at the rest of 

the property. 

The area around the front of the house looked better, but there was still the machinery shed, 

the car shed and the shearing shed to go. 

Let alone all the treasures to be found in the yard surrounding it all. 

We’d barely scratched the surface. 
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We left that weekend wondering how this farm could ever possibly be cleaned up. 

For all we’d achieved, it seemed like a waste of time. 

If a team of people barely made a dent, how would our friend ever possibly manage do it on 

his own? 

It seemed like the only option was a bulldozer and even that seemed unlikely since the 

bulldozer had been sitting unused for so long that it had a few trees growing up through the 

inside of it. 

It was totally demoralising. 

 

That’s how many of the Israelites felt soon after they began to rebuild the temple in 

Jerusalem. 

Outline 

Last week, we started a new series in the book of Haggai. 

Haggai is one of the minor prophets in the Old Testament who was sent to speak to the 

people who’d returned to the Promised Land after their exile in Babylon. 

He was sent by God to challenge his people about their rebuilding of the temple.   

For the last eighteen years no one had started to rebuild God’s house which was still a pile 

of rubble after being knocked down almost seventy years before. 

 

So God sent his prophet Haggai to get the temple renovation underway. 

Haggai is all about God’s renovation rescue. 

Rescuing the project of renovating the temple in Jerusalem. 

But more importantly, renovating God’s people by rescuing them. 

Haggai was sent to give them hope for the future. 

 

Last week, we looked at all of chapter one and we saw how God challenged his people on 

their priorities. 

They were happy to live in panelled houses while God’s own house was in ruins. 

The consequence of their misplaced priorities was that life in the land wasn’t what it 

should’ve been. 

God used Haggai to call out their hypocrisy, telling them to start rebuilding the temple, 

which’s exactly what they did. 
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This week, we’re going to be looking at the next instalment of Haggai’s prophecy in the first 

nine verses of chapter two. 

They started rebuilding the temple, but it doesn’t take long for them to become disillusioned 

with the whole project. 

How, they wondered, could they ever build something that was worthy of God’s glory? 

The job was huge and they didn’t have enough resources to get the job done, but God 

encourages them to press on because he will fill his house with glory. 

We’re going to see that the big idea is to persevere in God’s work because God is 

building a temple for his glory. 

 Looking Back:  Don’t Compare to the Past (vv1-5) 

 Looking Forward:  A Glorious Hope for the Future (vv6-9) 

Looking Back:  Don’t Compare to the Past (vv1-5) 

As a prophet, Haggai’s job was to speak on behalf of God. 

His next message came on 17 October 520 B.C. 

It was addressed to two of the leaders in particular (but more about them next week) and 

also to the remnant. 

The remnant are that small group of people who’ve remained faithful to the Lord by coming 

back from exile. 

 

Almost a month’s gone by since he last prophesied and the people responded by beginning 

work on the temple. 

It’s been a tricky few weeks to be building too. 

The seventh month was party month on the Jewish calendar and so work had to stop a 

bunch of religious holidays. 

Feast of Trumpets,1 followed by the Day of Atonement,2 and the seven-day-long Feast of 

Tabernacles.3 

I know it’s hard to believe, but they had more days off than an Aussie building site and 

probably not a lot of work has happened. 

 

The twenty-first day of the seventh month – the day Haggai spoke –was the last day of the 

Feast of Tabernacles – probably the greatest feast of the year. 

For a week, they lived in little huts to remind them of what it was like for their ancestors to 

live in the wilderness as they journeyed from Mt Sinai to the Promised Land. 

It was also known as the Festival of Harvest or Festival of Ingathering,4 a celebration of the 

end of the harvest. 

It was a time to stop and be thankful to God for providing for all their needs in the land. 5 
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We’re also meant to see a comparison between the temple in ruins that they’re meant to be 

rebuilding and Solomon’s temple. 

That was probably in people’s minds because it was during this festival – some four 

centuries earlier – that Solomon dedicated the temple.6 

It’s also been exactly seven weeks to the day since God first spoke to them through Haggai. 

I know many of you won’t care, but it pleases me how specific Haggai is with his dates. 

Although I haven’t found a commentator who says this (which always concerns me), I don’t 

think it’s an accident that he spoke on this particular day. 

It took Solomon seven years to build the temple in the first place and Haggai speaks at the 

moment they’ve been at it for seven weeks.7 

 

In chapter one, we saw that they struggled to get started but I’m sure they began the job of 

rebuilding with great enthusiasm. 

They probably had red caps made with the slogan, “Make the temple great again.” 

But it was still a really big job. 

First, they would’ve needed to clear almost seventy years of weeds away and then they 

would’ve needed to start sifting through all of the rubble, painstakingly moving it to the side 

one piece at a time. 

Without modern machinery, it would’ve been a massive job. 

 

I haven’t ever lived on a building site before, but I know plenty of people who have. 

They tell me it seems like a great idea when you start, but as a few days stretch into a few 

weeks it just becomes uncomfortable and frustrating. 

You start doubting the project and you start doubting yourself. 

 

Remember that it’s getting on for seventy years since they went into exile. 

There were probably a few people amongst the blue rinse brigade who could write There 

and Back Again: An Exile’s Tale. 

A few of the older heads could remember the temple in all of its glory before it was 

destroyed. 

Haggai asks in verse three:  “Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory?” 

 

Can’t you imagine Old Mrs Goldstein – now well into her 80s – speaking up from her 

wheelchair. 

“I remember the temple and it was so impressive, you should’ve seen it.” 
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Then Mr Siegel adds that his father was one of the supervisors on the project and it took 

180,000 men,8 285 tons of gold, 625 tons of silver and too much bronze to weigh.9 

In Solomon’s day, silver was as common as stone so you probably can’t even imagine how 

impressive it was.10 

Solomon’s temple was absolutely magnificent. 

 

As they look at the pile of rubble that’s been exposed at the top of the mountain, it’d be hard 

not to be depressed. 

Even the foundations showed that it wouldn’t be as big and impressive as Solomon’s temple.  

The temple they’re building looks so sad and pathetic – nothing like the temple Solomon 

built. 

Quite frankly, it’s an embarrassment. 

 

With the resources that they’ve got, how could they ever build something that would 

compare? 

They’ve got far less people and nowhere near the resources. 

How could they ever build anything nearly as impressive? 

How could the temple they’re building ever possibly be as glorious as Solomon’s temple? 

 

It’s no wonder they were disillusioned when they compared what’s in front of them with the 

past. 

This temple looks like nothing to them, verse 3. 

It’d be hard not to compare, wouldn’t it? 

To look back at the past and wish for the good old days. 

 

We can do exactly the same thing, can’t we? 

As Christians, God’s given us the task of building his kingdom and at times it can be easy to 

become despondent. 

Serving the Lord isn’t for the feint-hearted because it can be slow and difficult work. 

It takes perseverance. 

 

We long to see people to enter into God’s kingdom and cross over from death to life. 

Yet they tell me that in Australia, it takes someone an average of seven years to become a 

Christian. 

And I believe it! 
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We wonder why God can’t use the microwave rather than the slow cooker because we want 

to see results now. 

 

In the church, the work of growing and maturing in Christ is often slow. 

We wonder why we’re still struggling with the same sins even though we’re battling them 

with all the spiritual resources we have. 

And we certainly wonder why God doesn’t sanctify the person over there a lot more quickly. 

That would certainly make life easier. 

 

We find ourselves tempted to compare what’s happening here with another ministry that 

looks so much more fruitful. 

It’s easy to look elsewhere and see all the things that God’s doing and to want to jump ship. 

Or we look back at the past and wish for what seemed like better days. 

Do you find yourself saying, “This just isn’t like the old days!” 

That can be relatively recent history or we can do the same thing when we look back at 

church history. 

I wish that we saw revival like they did! 

 

We try to measure today against our memories of the past (which often aren’t accurate) and 

we can get disappointed. 

It’s easy to dwell on the past and how much better it was and to long to experience those 

days afresh. 

It’s great if you plead with God in prayer, but what’s not great is if you’re missing how God’s 

impacting people today. 

We need eyes to see what God’s doing right in front of us. 

 

I’m told that Corinda Christian Assembly’s youth group used to have over a hundred kids 

coming along. 

Our youth group isn’t that big, but you guys are awesome. 

It’s so great to be able to see how the Lord is at work in your lives. 

I’d hate if we let the past dwarf our ability to see how God’s working in the present. 

Wouldn’t it be sad if we wished for the big numbers of the past and missed how God’s at 

work right in front of us. 

That can be the danger of comparison and so we need to ask God to expand our vision of 

what he’s doing. 
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Now that some of the shine had come off, God wasn’t rubbing their noses in it. 

Notice that he doesn’t even disagree with their assessment or try to make the reality appear 

more positive than it actually is. 

God meets them where they’re at. 

In chapter one they didn’t care, now their problem is that they can’t see a way forward. 

 

He gives them a pep talk in verse four. 

What is it that he wants them to remember? 

Well, he repeats it THREE times: 

Haggai 2:4 NIV11  4 But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. ‘Be strong, 

Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ 

declares the LORD. 

I think he wants them to stay strong! 

 

They don’t need to be afraid or discouraged. 

Get on with building the temple and keep on working, even when you can’t see where this is 

going to go. 

Press on even when you can’t see past what’s right in front of you. 

It sounds like God repeatedly telling Joshua to be strong and courageous as they prepared 

to enter the land.11 

God knew that Joshua needed to hear this same message over and over again. 

Interestingly, it’s almost exactly what David told Solomon about building the temple.12 

 

The reason for building the temple isn’t that they’re in trouble. 

This isn’t just a matter of doing their duty without their hearts being in the right place. 

The answer isn’t just to roll up your sleeves, get stuck in and get it done – just do 

something… as valuable as that might be. 

God doesn’t just offer some motivational phrases like, “The journey of a thousand miles 

begins with a single step” or “Quitters never win and winners never quit!” 

 

The reason they can be strong is because God is with them. 

They don’t need to fear because God’s Spirit rests on them. 

That’s what God promised their ancestors when they came out of Egypt. 

He was with them in the cloud by day and the pillar by night. 
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The same verb – standing – is used to describe what God will do with them as was used to 

describe the pillar of could at the entrance to the tent.13 

God will stand with his people. 

 

When it comes to God’s kingdom, we can think, “How could God possibly use little old me to 

do this?” 

I think of my sin that weighs me down and I get discouraged when I think of the godly men 

and women who’ve served in the past. 

The ground is so hard now and we wish for a more fertile harvest field like it was a few 

decades ago. 

We tell ourselves – rightly – that we don’t have the ability to change people’s hearts. 

 

The thing is that we’re all inadequate for the task, but we can do it because God is with us. 

Actually, it’s doable because of God. 

Our efforts are simply part of the means the Spirit uses to work. 

Building the temple was God’s mission just as building his kingdom is today. 

You can’t possibly do it on your own, but God uses the perfect balance of dependence and 

activity so that we can live out the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15: 

1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV11  58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 

Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because 

you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain. 

 

Be careful of comparisons when you’re looking back. 

Don’t get bogged down in the past and miss what God is doing in front of you. 

Press on today without fear because God is with us. 

Looking Forward:  A Glorious Hope for the Future (vv6-9) 

The prophecy starts to sound a little bit different in verse six. 

Haggai starts to sound a little bit more like I expect a prophet to sound. 

 

God turns their attention to the future – what he’ll do in “a little while”. 

But don’t hold your breath waiting because this’s a God who’s approach to time is a bit 

different to yours and mine. 

When I tell my wife I’ll come “in a minute”, it sometimes means “expect me in the next half 

hour.” 
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God’s not unreliable like I am, but for God, “a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like a day.”14 

 

In a little while, God’s going to start shaking the whole creation – heavens, earth, sea and 

land. 

We might say that he’s going to turn the world upside down. 

Have a look with me at verse six: 

Haggai 2:6 NIV11  6 “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will 

once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 

 

God’s going to pick up all the nations and start shaking them as well, verse seven. 

Imagine picking up a piggy bank, taking the bung out of the bottom and shaking it so that all 

the money comes pouring out. 

That’s what God is promising to do to the nations. 

His promise is to turn the nations upside down and let all the money fall out of their pockets. 

The very thing they want – riches – is what God will take off them and use for his purposes. 

 

GOD’s going to fill HIS temple with glory. 

He’s talking here about the external glory of his house that will reflect the internal glory of 

God himself. 

And God’s going to use THEIR money and resources to make HIS house glorious again. 

After all, all of their wealth really belongs to him anyway. 

All of the silver and gold in the world belong to him, verse eight. 

 

Did you notice how many times through this God is called the LORD Almighty? 

Verses four, six, seven, eight, and twice in nine. 

In other translations, it might say ‘Lord of Hosts’. 

This’s one of the Old Testament names for God that says he’s the one who’s got sovereign 

control over the whole world.  

 

God’s sovereign power can make the nations of the world do whatever he wants them to. 

Our God has a long track record of using other nations to build his temple. 

The plunder of Egyptians was used to help furnish the temple – the basins and candlesticks 

that were needed. 
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Under King David and Solomon, the money poured into Israel from elsewhere – including 

from the Queen of Sheba. 

King Hiram of Tyre provided the wood and gold.15 

 

It’s this sovereign God who makes a promise to his people in verse nine. 

They needed to look beyond what they could see in front of them. 

There’s a future for God’s house because he’s the one who’s going to make it. 

The prophet Isaiah also looked forward to the day when gentiles would help to rebuild the 

temple again.16 

 

I think NIV doesn’t serve us well in this verse when it compares the present house to the 

former one. 

It’s better to understand it as the latter or final house in comparison with Solomon’s first 

temple. 

God is going to make his house greater than it was in Solomon’s time. 

While it might seem hard to believe, don’t give up hope! 

 

Think about how it would’ve felt to hear this in Haggai’s day. 

Everything from the temple was looted by Nebuchadnezzar and carried off into exile. 

Cyrus sent back a lot of things needed to work the temple, but most of the wealth was gone. 

Times were tough, inflation was through the roof, they were only small in number with very 

few resources and they were under the rule of King Darius. 

They were allowed to go home but they still had to pay protection money to him and it was 

crippling them economically. 

 

We know from the book of Ezra that God turned that around. 

Just a few years later, King Darius gave a decree for all the temple rebuilding to be paid for 

out of his coffers.17 

The temple ended up getting fixed and rebuilt with the money and resources of the Persian 

Empire. 

What seemed utterly impossible at the time that Haggai spoke would be completed in just a 

few years. 

 

Sometimes, Bible prophecies have multiple fulfilments and this is one of them. 

At this point in history, we can look back and see some of the ways that promise has been 

fulfilled. 
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Not only through Darius, but the temple was also revamped under King Herod in about 

20B.C. to make it even greater than it had ever been before. 

And he essentially used Roman money to do it. 

But that temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70 and has never been rebuilt. 

 

Yet something else happened in-between. 

God had another fulfilment of that promise in mind. 

The fullness of God’s glory dwelled in his son.18 

Not everyone recognised it, but we see his glory shown in Jesus’ ministry. 

 

The moment when his glory was shown most clearly though, is when Jesus died and rose 

again. 

We saw last week that Jesus is the true temple that the physical temple pointed towards. 

At the moment that Jesus died, God shook the world. 

The temple curtain was torn and dead bodies came out of the graves. 

This is how Matthew records it: 

Matthew 27:51–52 NIV11  51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. 

The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 

 

Jesus said that if his temple was destroyed, he would rebuild it in three days.19 

God shook the world when he raised Jesus from the dead too. 

That’s how the stone was rolled away: 

Matthew 28:2 NIV11  2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 

came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 

God was building his temple and he literally shook the world as he did it. 

 

Yet God’s still not finished delivering on his promise. 

One day – in a “little while” – God’s going to shake the earth again. 

The writer to the Hebrews quotes from Haggai’s prophecy and tells us to look forward to the 

day when God will shake the heavens and earth once more. 

After that shaking, only what’s unshakable will remain. 

Hebrews 12:26–27 NIV11  26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has 

promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 The 
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words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created 

things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 

 

The thing that will last is God’s kingdom. 

So, be thankful that you’re a part of it. 

United with Jesus, we’re part of the temple he’s building. 

Keep worshipping and serving the Lord with reverence and awe as we look forward to that 

final day when God’s temple will be established forever. 

Even when sometimes things don’t really look like they’re progressing. 

Hebrews 12:28–29 NIV11  28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that 

cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence 

and awe, 29 for our “God is a consuming fire.” 

 

These promises are already secured for us, but the best days are still ahead. 

We need to look beyond the present difficulties and challenges we see in front of us. 

We look forward to the day when we’ll be with God and the Lamb, who are the temple. 

The last chapter of the Bible describes what it’s going to be like. 

Revelation 21:22 NIV11  22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God 

Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

At that time, everyone from every nation will bring glory to God. 

Revelation 21:24 NIV11   24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the 

earth will bring their splendour into it. 

 

And God will plant peace once and for all. 

Shalom is far more holistic in its meaning than just peace. 

It’s used to describe a state of abundance and prosperity on both spiritual and material 

planes. 

David wasn’t allowed to build the temple because he was a man of war, but Solomon the 

temple builder got peace.20 

 

Jesus is the ultimate peacemaker who’s made peace between man and God. 

Jesus has bridged the relational gap between God and man that was caused by our sin. 

He died so that our sins can be forgiven if we place our faith in him. 

Because of that, we can look forward with glorious hope to the future. 
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Conclusion 

I began by talking about visiting a friend’s farm. 

It was so discouraging to leave at the end of that weekend and see how little progress we’d 

made. 

About fifteen years later, I had the chance to drive past the farm and what a change! 

The sheds that I thought needed to be demolished were cleared out and still being used. 

The house that looked like it needed to be condemned had been renovated. 

The makeover was possible and the transformation was complete. 

That’s what God’s doing with his temple and we persevere because he will make it glorious.

1 Leviticus 23:23–25; Numbers 29:1–6 
2 Leviticus 16:2–34; 23:26–32; Numbers 29:7–11 
3 Leviticus 23:33–43; Numbers 29:12–39; Deuteronomy 16:13–17 
4 Exodus 23:16 
5 Leviticus 23:39-43; Deuteronomy 16:13–17. 
6 1 Kings 8:1-2 
7 1 Kings 6:38 
8 1 Kings 5:13-16 
9 1 Kings 7:47; 1 Chronicles 29:3-8. 
10 1 Kings 10:27 
11 Joshua 1:6 
12 1 Chronicles 28:20 
13 Exodus 33:10 
14 2 Peter 3:8 
15 1 Kings 9:11 
16 Isaiah 60:5; 61:6 
17 Ezra 6 
18 John 1:14 
19 John 2:19 
20 1 Chronicles 22:9-10. 
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Big Question:  How can we ever build something that’s worthy of God’s glory? 

Big Idea:  Persevere in God’s work because God is building a temple for his glory. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What are some of the challenges the temple builders were facing? 

2. How was looking to the past frustrating their efforts? 

3. How did God want them to respond to their current situation? 

4. What reason did God give them for responding this way? 

5. How should this inform the way that we go about building God’s Kingdom? 

6. What does it mean for God to ‘shake’ his creation (v6) and the nations (v7)? 

7. What kind of glory is God talking about in verses seven and nine? 

8. How has God’s promise in verse nine be fulfilled?  How do you think it will be fulfilled in 

the future? 

9. How does this perspective affect the way we go about building God’s kingdom? 

 


