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Living Holy 

1 Peter 1:13-21 

26 July 2020 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  How should we live as children of our heavenly father? 

Big Idea:  Children of the Father reflect his holiness. 

Prayer 

Gracious Father in Heaven, we thank you that you have made us your children because of 

your amazing grace and mercy shown to us in Jesus.  Thank you for the precious gift of your 

word, which is good and perfect, and for the freedom to read it in a language we can 

understand.  Thank you for the blessing of being able to own a copy we can read regularly.  

We pray for those in our world who don’t yet have your word in their language as well as 

those who struggle to meet because of the persecution that comes from having faith in you.  

Please minister to them today in ways that meet their needs, even though for now they must 

suffer for a little while.  For us, we ask that you would help us to submit to the authority of 

your word and that we might glorify you as we do so.  In the name of our precious saviour, 

Amen. 

Introduction 

While my Mum was stuck at home earlier in the year because of the virus restrictions, she 

decided to make the most of the time by cleaning up and going through her stuff. 

She’s definitely the one that I got the hoarding gene from, so I appreciate her getting rid of 

stuff now so that I don’t have to later. 

As part of that process, she came across a whole heap of old photos and slides. 

Most of these were from before my time and I’d never seen them before they popped up in 

my inbox every couple of days. 

 

These photos told stories that I didn’t really know, about things I didn’t go to, with people I’ve 

never met. 

There were pictures from my parents’ wedding that I’d never seen because my dad was 

disappointed with the photos and so wouldn’t have them up. 

Photos of my childhood home from before the time the dirt road was sealed. 

Snaps of a grandparent who I never got to meet. 

 

But there was one photo that really stood out. 

It was a black and white shot of a little girl standing in a suburban backyard holding a 

chicken. 
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And the girl in the photo was unmistakably our youngest daughter. 

Only it wasn’t her at all – it was a picture of my mother, her grandmother, taken 65 years 

before. 

 

We’d never seen a particular resemblance between the two of them before. 

Perhaps that’s because we didn’t know my mum as a little girl. 

But their likeness at the same age was uncanny. 

It was impossible to mistake that they were related. 

It was an illustration of the old saying, “Like father, like son,” only in this case it was a matter 

of “Like grandmother, like granddaughter.” 

 

Perhaps you’ve had an experience like that? 

I don’t mean when you look at a newborn’s face and you try to see the parents’ features. 

I’m talking about when you see such a striking family resemblance that’s it’s absolutely 

impossible to miss. 

 

Peter writes that’s what it should be like for members of the family of God. 

As Christians, we should have a striking resemblance to our heavenly father. 

A resemblance that’s impossible to miss. 

Outline 

Last week, we began our study for this term in the book of 1 Peter. 

It’s this letter written by one of Jesus’ right-hand men to people far away on the other side of 

the Roman empire. 

This letter’s about living for Jesus, especially when you’re a bit of a weirdo for following him. 

Peter wrote to encourage these churches as they were suffering for their faith. 

 

Peter started by describing them with three words in verses one and two:  chosen, strangers 

and obedient. 

The letter breaks up into three sections based on these words: 

 Living as Chosen People (1:1-2:10) 

 Living as Strangers (2:11-4:11) 

 Living in Obedience (4:12-5:14) 
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Even though Christians might be seen as being a little bit weird because of their faith in 

Jesus, we have a living hope because Jesus was raised from the dead. 

We’ve got an inheritance waiting for us that’s more valuable than gold. 

That’s what we saw at the beginning of the chapter. 

 

You might remember that Peter’s said we’ve been born into God’s family, begotten by God, 

verse three. 

If that’s true, Peter says, if it’s true that we’re special, people who’ve been chosen by God, 

then it’ll change how we live. 

The privilege of being God’s children will show in our lives. 

People will be able to the see the family resemblance of God himself in the people he’s 

chosen to be his children. 

 

You could summarise his point like this:  Children of the Father reflect his holiness. 

As Christians, we live in a way that reflects Jesus. 

There are three main commands that Peter gives in these verses and they make up our 

outline this morning. 

These commands spring from the grace God’s shown to us, being chosen people. 

In the Bible, we always see that we’re given the reason first and then the command. 

Or, if you want to use the fancy terms, the indicative launches the imperative. 

 Set your hope on Christ’s coming (v13) 

 Devote yourself to holiness (vv14-16) 

 Live in fear of God (vv17-21) 

Set your hope on Christ’s coming (v13) 

The way to live through suffering now is by setting your hope on Christ’s coming. 

 

It makes such a difference when you’ve got something to hope for. 

Hoping for something good to happen means that we’re going to press on – the upcoming 

birthday celebration, the holidays, the weekend. 

Christians look forward with confidence to be able to experience all of God’s grace when 

Jesus comes back. 

It’s not just blind optimism but the reality of the living hope in you. 

 

There are lot of things that we don’t know about when Jesus comes back. 
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We don’t know when it’ll happen and we don’t know exactly what it’ll be like. 

What we know for sure is what God’s told us and what he’s like. 

Because of that, we know that he’s not going to be in a bad mood when he comes back. 

We don’t have to hope that he’ll come back in a good day. 

When he comes back, we’ll see the goodness of his grace in its completeness. 

 

The obvious question, then, is “How do you set your hope on Christ?” 

Peter answers that question in a way that might surprise us. 

You set your hope on that the grace Jesus will reveal by preparing your mind for action, 

verse thirteen. 

This means being on standby, always ready for action when you’re called up. 

It’s the difference between those times when you wake up and ***bing*** you’re instantly 

alert and those blurry mornings when you can barely string two sentences together before 

you have your morning cup of drug. 

 

The picture that Peter uses is of the ancient blokes who used to wear long robes. 

Long robes aren’t much good when it comes time to run. 

So, you’d gird your loins which means hitching up your skirt into your belt. 

Not only does it show off a bit of leg, it means that they won’t get in the way if you need to 

make a dash for it. 

 

Peter’s not talking about being physical alert though, so much as being mentally alert. 

Peter’s saying that you’ve got to discipline your mind so that you’re ready. 

Be prepared and be focused. 

 

You stay alert by being sober. 

He’s not just saying that you shouldn’t have a long night on the sauce that you can’t 

remember the next morning – although the Bible is against drunkenness. 

Being sober can mean being serious or solemn, but I think he’s really picking up on being 

sensible here. 

That means being clear-headed, wisely in control. 

 

I know some little girls who like practicing their dance moves all around the house. 

Except that they like doing it in totally in appropriate places and they don’t have the self-

awareness to not cause accidents. 
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Add in some excitement and exuberance, and you’ve got a recipe for an accident with 

bodies jumping around all over the place. 

That’s the opposite of being sober. 

 

Being sober means being in control of your thinking rather than just going with whatever 

thought happens to pop into your head. 

That’s never easy, but it’s especially hard when there’s pressure being put on from the 

people around you. 

It means you’ve got to spend time working on good thought patterns. 

It doesn’t come naturally change old patterns of thinking – you’ve got to fight for it. 

Garbage in doesn’t necessarily mean garbage out, but it certainly doesn’t help to have 

garbage coming in. 

Dwelling on what’s noble and good takes consistent and persistent work, doesn’t it? 

And just when you think you’ve got it beaten, then it sneaks up on you again. 

 

Most of us would cringe if we were judged on our actions, but we probably still think that 

we’d come off not too badly. 

Being judged by our thoughts is a different matter though. 

There wouldn’t be a person in the room who wouldn’t be sunk if everyone knew those 

thoughts! 

And so we can too easily be lulled into a false sense of security. 

We tell ourselves that it’s okay because we only said that inappropriate word in our head 

rather than out loud. 

Or that we hated them, but didn’t hit them, so it’s alright. 

 

It’s better if we don’t act physically, but our thought-life matters not just because Jesus 

knows. 

It’s because it affects how we live. 

We’re constantly being influenced by the world around us and especially when we feel out of 

place. 

The temptation we all experience is to live for now rather than for Jesus. 

Do you feel that pull? 

If not, it’s not because you’re not experiencing it, but because you’re just not noticing it. 

 

Now is the time when we’re getting ready for Jesus to come back. 
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Set your hope on Christ coming back by being alert and sober. 

Devote yourself to holiness (vv14-16) 

Jesus’ return gives us the hope and motivation to reorder our priorities. 

As people chosen by God and with the hope of heaven, devote yourselves to holiness. 

Holiness and perfection is the end goal that we’re headed towards, yet too much of the time 

we find ourselves settling into patterns where we settle for less. 

Being a chosen child means being an obedient child, verse 14: 

1 Peter 1:14 NIV11  14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you 

had when you lived in ignorance. 

 

It has been said before that I’m a non-conformist. 

If you look hard enough, you can probably muster together some evidence in support of that. 

I don’t find the answer “because” at all a motivating reason. 

Perhaps even if you look at my feet, you might get that vibe that I’m a non-conformist. 

 

The thing is that most non-conformists are actually conformists. 

Many of us who think we want to be non-conformists by rejecting the often unwritten rules 

and living our way, are actually conformists at heart. 

We just conform to a different set of expectations. 

Have you noticed that when groups of non-conformists get together, they often all dress and 

sound the same? 

I like to be an individual, just like everyone else. 

 

By nature, we don’t want conform to what God’s said. 

Sin is us not wanting to conform to what God has said even though it’s good and lovely and 

helpful. 

The irony is that even as we think we’re non-conformists – not conforming to God – we’re 

conformed to our own rebellion. 

Even though we mightn’t realise that’s what we’re doing. 

We think that we’re being free and following our own thoughts, but really we’re just slaves to 

our own sinful desires. 

You’re actually being conformed to the slavery of sin which doesn’t bring joy, but brings 

death. 

As one of the songs we sing says, 
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I once was lost in darkest night 

Yet thought I knew the way 

The sin that promised joy and life 

Had led me to the grave 

  

Perhaps that describes you this morning. 

You mightn’t have thought about the fact that you’re conformed to your sinful desires. 

Doing things your own way actually puts you at odds with God. 

Why would he even care about what you do? 

Well, he does, because he made you, he made you for a purpose and he desires the best 

for us. 

 

When you become a Christian, a child of God, what we conform to changes. 

You become a non-conformist towards sin and instead you start conforming to God’s way. 

In fact, you start living like he does. 

This’s the first time that Peter quotes from the Old Testament in verse sixteen: 

1 Peter 1:16 NIV11  16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

 

Peter’s quoting from the book of Leviticus which is all about being holy.1 

Just like the people of Israel were called to be holy, Christians are called to be holy because 

God is. 

God is good and following the pattern he’s set is also good. 

When God calls us to himself, he literally calls us to goodness. 

 

To live a life that’s holy is to live a life that’s different, separate. 

When Christians talk about being holy, we mean that we stop living in conformity to the 

world. 

Instead, we start living in conformity to God himself – his thinking, character and behaviour. 

It’s being a non-conformist to evil, separate from sin, just like God himself. 

 

That doesn’t happen instantaneously. 

You’re not just immediately cut off from your sinful thoughts and desires. 

Those thoughts and desires continue tempt you, to woo you and seduce you. 

Come and follow me, you know it’ll be fun. 
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When we follow Jesus, we’re not conformed to them and can start saying “no” to them. 

 

Don’t miss those four little words in verse 15 – “in all you do”. 

This isn’t just about following God in religious stuff – as important as that is – it’s your whole 

way of life. 

God doesn’t just want you to be holy in the way that you act on a Sunday morning, but 

throughout the week as well. 

He doesn’t just care what you do in public, but also in the privacy of your own bedroom. 

It matters what you do when people are watching AND when they’re not. 

We think that God doesn’t really see. 

If we think like that, it means that we LIVE like God doesn’t really see. 

 

We can also struggle to be godly because we don’t really want it. 

We think that being holy is actually an optional extra. 

Blogger Tim Challies writes this about godliness, but holiness is so closely related: 

I feel a deep desire to be godly. I feel a deep appreciation for those I see 

and know who are unusually godly. I want to be like them. But when I 

really search my heart and examine my life, I see that I’d like to have the 

end without the means. I want to have what they have but don’t want to do 

what they do. I want their godliness without their discipline, their fellowship 

with God without their commitment to God. I want to be really godly, but 

not as much as I want to be kind of godly. I want the 10 percent, but not 

quite as much as I want the 13 percent. I want to achieve the goal a little 

bit less than I want to put in the effort necessary to have it.2 

I wonder I you feel like that about holiness at times? 

The line that really struck me was, “I want to be really godly, but not as much as I want to be 

kind of godly.” 

I know that it certainly rings true of my life at times. 

I want to be holy but don’t want the hard work of being alert and sober. 

 

Peter’s making the point that if we truly understand that we’re children of the king, we’ll live 

like princes. 

God is holy and we must be too.   

To be a Christian is not to live in ignorance of holiness anymore, but to live in obedience to 

him. 

A children of the father, we’ll want to resemble him. 
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Devote yourself to holiness. 

Live in fear of God (vv17-21) 

This might seem like a big chunk to finish with, but verses 17-21 are one long sentence. 

Looking at the effort to be it takes to be holy might discourage us. 

Challies talked about looking at godly saints to inspire, but it might also make us think that 

we’ll never make it. 

I’ll never be like them, so why bother trying. 

Peter says that the motivation for holiness is the fear of God. 

 

The third and final command can be found in verse seventeen:  “Live your lives in fear.” 

Living in fear doesn’t sound all that appealing, does it? 

Fear is something that we usually avoid. 

Who’d want to go around full of terror and trembling? 

 

Fear doesn’t just mean living every moment in sheer terror. 

When we’re ruled by terror, then rational thinking goes out the window. 

We start just buzzing around, totally unsure of what we should be doing. 

It’s not walking around being unsure if you’re going to get into trouble for doing the wrong 

thing. 

 

So many of our actions are actually driven by fear, though. 

We fear rejection, being thought less of, getting in trouble. 

And all of this from other people. 

Instead, that should be replaced with fear of God. 

Fear of God means having respect, reverent fear, verse seventeen. 

 

Be aware that God is not a tame lion, to use the words of C.S. Lewis. 

He’s a God who’s worthy of respect because he’s the God who will judge you accurately and 

fairly. 

Christians have hope that this world isn’t the end. 

The Bible is clear that we’re very much mistaken if we think that we’re just going to fall off 

our perch and that’ll be the end. 

Jesus is coming back and one of the things he’s going to do is to judge us. 
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He judges everyone impartially. 

He’s not like a judge who shows favouritism to his children. 

And so your responsibility is to live a holy life before him. 

As a foreigner in this world, our ultimate respect goes to God himself who see and judges 

our actions. 

 

We can become unravelled when there’s not social pressure on you to do the right thing. 

Even worse is when there’s social pressure on you to do the wrong thing. 

“Everyone else is doing it,” we tell ourselves, “Why shouldn’t I?” 

Or when you’re a stranger and you want to be anonymous, you can justify to yourself:  

“Who’s really going to know anyway?” 

 

I really like those bumper stickers that say, “Women love me, fish fear me.” 

The sheer audacity is amusing, especially when you see the driver of the car and find that 

his mullet is on the back of his head rather than on his hook. 

What it is with God though?  Does he love me or does he want me to fear him? 

We tell ourselves that these things are opposites. 

Peter clearly didn’t. 

It’s actually both.  He wants us to fear him BECAUSE he loves us. 

 

Our relationship with God can be explained as being a bit like a parent/child relationship. 

A parent wants their child to fear and respect them so that they can love them. 

Having boundaries is a way of showing what’s best for us. 

Fear of the Lord, Proverbs tells us, is the beginning of wisdom. 

 

Not living in fear of God is the same as denying the value of Christ’s death. 

Jesus has redeemed us from the empty life that we got from our earthly fathers. 

Adam passed his sin down to us. 

We were slaves to sin but he’s freed us. 

 

We haven’t been redeemed with money. 

The difference is that we have been redeemed by blood. 
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Not by something that’s perishable, like gold. 

We’ve been redeemed by something that’s much more precious: the blood of Christ. 

 

Jesus was the lamb without blemish or defect, verse nineteen. 

This builds on the ideas of Passover lamb, suffering servant and cultic practices in Leviticus 

all wrapped up in this idea of lamb. 

A lamb’s blood was needed to be saved from sin. 

Like the Israelites who were salves in Egypt, he’s freed us to live in response to his grace. 

 

Dying on the cross was truly costly. 

As if a God would really allow themselves to be killed on a roman cross? 

Because of that, some people think that it was a mistake. 

Jesus wasn’t God, he was just the right guy in the wrong place. 

 

This wasn’t some last minute plan when everything else failed. 

Jesus was foreknown before the beginning of the world. 

Verse twenty tells us that it was the master plan before the world was even made. 

God knew that he would have to send his son on a rescue mission because it’s the only way. 

And he sat on that plan until just the right time. 

 

The only way that you and I can possibly survive the final judgement is if we put our trust in 

Jesus. 

He spent his life and died on the cross so that sinful men, women and children can be 

saved. 

The perfect son of God was willing to become a sacrificial lamb. 

That deserves respect. 

 

That’s our hope. 

We believe that God raised Jesus from the dead. 

He’s been glorified and ascended, which shows us that he’s been accepted. 

We don’t take this for granted, but we live in fear of God because of it. 

 

What if you’re not living with fear of God? 
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When Jesus comes back, he will judge. 

And you will be found wanting. 

This’s a matter of heaven or hell, eternal blessing or eternal curse. 

 

Live in fear of God – that’s the motive for holiness. 

Conclusion 

Friends, in so many ways, we are nobodies. 

People walk past and they don’t really care whether we worship Jesus or not. 

Many probably think we’re strange for not being tucked up in bed. 

But as children chosen by the king, we are loved. 

God has showed us that we’re precious by loving us in Christ. 

 

God has freed us to resemble our father in all that we say and do. 

To be released from sin, redeemed with the shed blood of Jesus. 

We respond by showing him the respect he deserves. 

Amen.

1 There are a few places in the book that this could come from and it’s not possible to nail down which 
one for sure:  Lev 11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7, 26. 
2 Tim Challies, ‘Wanting It Enough’, Tim Challies (blog), 22 July 2017, 
https://www.challies.com/articles/wanting-it-enough/. 
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Big Question:  How should we live as children of our heavenly father? 

Big Idea:  Children of the Father reflect his holiness. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Which verses show us that family resemblance is important to what Peter’s saying? 

2. How does being ‘alert’ and ‘sober’ help us hope in Christ? 

3. Why is training our minds so important as Christians? 

4. Why do our thoughts matter? 

5. Is there such as thing as a non-conformist? 

6. What does it mean to be holy? 

7. What are some reasons we struggle as Christians to be holy?  What motivation do we 

have? 

8. What does Peter mean by ‘fearing God’? 

9. Was Jesus’ death on the cross an unfortunate mistake by God? 


