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REFORMATION 

Now as some of you may know, and as some of you may not know: at the moment, the Grace 

Bible Church Network is going through a series on the Reformation. And when I say the 

‘Grace Bible Church network’ in case you’re unaware is that Grace Bible Church has three 

churches. One in Holland Park, one in Corinda, and one in Logan. And what the network is 

currently working through is a five-week series on the five fundamental doctrines that were 

articulated in the Reformation as being central to the Christian faith. 

 

  



That Scripture alone contains the inspired Word of God and is alone what forms our 

knowledge on all matters pertaining to our salvation. 

(1) And through Scripture Alone we understand that 

(2) We are saved BY GRACE alone 

(3) THROUGH FAITH alone 

(4) IN CHRIST alone. 

(5) And that all of this is TO THE Glory of God Alone. 

Reformation Overview 

But when we talk about these doctrines in the Reformation, it’s easy to find yourself thinking 

that these truths emerged out of nowhere. As if Christianity dropped off the map right after 

the last Apostle, John died. That all these doctrines were lost, but the Reformation 

discovered them. 

But that’s not the way it is. Rather, the historic Christian faith continued to thrive and be built 

up over the centuries. And over these centuries, great men of the faith like Irenaeus and 

Athanasius and Augustine would beautifully articulate the doctrines of Christianity. 

But also over the centuries, heresies – or false truths about Christianity – would emerge. In a 

way they almost ran parallel to the emergence of these great truths. That because great 

heresies emerged, it forced the church to articulate sound doctrine. 

Now these heresies would differ in degrees. Both in degrees of how bad they were and in 

degrees of how prominent they were. And particularly during the medieval times, some 

horrifying truths began to be extremely prominent within the life of the church. And this 

required a response of equal measure in both the strength of the doctrine and the impact 

that it would have. And this brothers and sisters, is where we find what we call the 

Reformation. And my point in all this is that the Reformation was not a discovery, but rather a 

radical reclaiming of the historic Christian faith in such a way that it crystalised core Christian 

doctrine on how a person can be saved. 

  



Martin Luther 

Now the big player in all of this was this fellow in the 1500s named Martin Luther. And in case 

you don’t know much about him, what I wanted to do briefly is give three brief stories about 

his life that lead to the beginnings of this Reformation. 

(1) Call to ministry 

Now the first one was his call to ministry. Basically he found himself out in a field during quite 

a frightening thunderstorm, and Luther found himself thinking he could lose his life. And so 

as a Roman Catholic, he prayed to a saint, asking that if they would help spare his life, he 

would go towards ministry. And sure enough, he found himself surviving the experience and 

leaving his life as a law student behind to instead begin a life within service to the church. 

(2) The condemned priest 

The second story surrounds his time as a priest. Priests would have to go and make 

confession of their sins daily. But while all the other priests would have a quick confession 

and be gone, Luther would be there for hours confessing sin after sin. And people would ask 

Luther why he loved God and Luther is known having responded, “Love God? Sometimes I 

hate him.” You see Luther found himself overwhelmed with his sin. Making confession of sin 

after confession of sin; climbing the church cathedrals on His knees – doing whatever he 

could do to make penance and know that he was right with God. But nothing he ever did 

seemed to relieve his conscience. He’d struggle with passages like Psalm 119 that would say, 

“How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth.” The law so 

demanding, so incomprehensibly holy, how on earth could the Psalmist write that the law of 

God was a beautiful thing. “Love God? Sometimes I hate Him.” 

(3) Comprehending the gospel 

And then we have our final story. The time of his conversion. Now it’s uncertain exactly when 

he was converted, but we know around the time he was teaching from Romans, the Psalms, 

Hebrews and Galatians. Not a bad list of books if you’re going to become a Christian if you 

ask me. And one day Luther is contemplating over those words in Romans that “the just shall 



live by faith” and finally, he was free and liberated. Finally he came to grasp and believe the 

gospel and no longer carrying the burden of sin or the laws demands. He understood that 

there is no conceivable way that a mortal human can meet the demands of God in His 

righteousness. That there is no way our good works can have any role to justify us before a 

perfectly holy and righteous God. Instead, one can only be saved through faith alone. But just 

as important as the doctrine of faith alone is what that faith is placed in. And here, it must be 

placed in Christ alone – solely on the person of Jesus Christ and His ability to save because of 

His perfect work that culminated and climaxed with His death on a cross in the place of 

sinners. 

INTRODUCTION 

And this is where we find ourselves at the theme of our topic this morning – on that fourth 

great Reformation truth. That it is in Christ alone that our faith will enable us to receive God’s 

grace. 

And so this morning I want to answer two questions. 

(1) First, what is involved in God’s plan of salvation? 

(2) And second, what makes Christ alone uniquely qualified to accomplish this plan? 

Because you see, in answering these two questions, we will understand how it is only in 

Christ that we could ever have the hope of salvation. 

 

  



CREATION 

 

So first, what’s involved in God’s plan of salvation?  

Now to be able to answer this question, we need to start at the beginning. And not at the 

beginning of Colossians, and not even at the beginning of the New Testament, but at the 

beginning of Scripture: in Genesis. Where the beginning of Scripture reveals to us what 

happened in the beginning of time. When creation was created. 

You see in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. He created all things 

VISIBLE and He created all things INVISIBLE. And what we see in Genesis chapter 1 is a God 

who is POETIC in His creative activity. He cares not just about what He creates, but He cares 

about how He creates it. 

In days one, two and three, God FORMS creation. He creates this sort of framework. And 

then in days four, five and six, God FILLS creation. And so you see God FILLS what He FORMS. 

So on day 1, God forms the light. And He calls it “good.” And then in day 4, we see that He 

fills the lights with the sun, the moon and the stars. And it’s good again. Then on the 2nd day, 

God forms the waters and the sky. And he calls this, “Good.” And then, on day 5, God fills the 

sea and the air with creatures. And this is “good” too. And then on the 3rd day, God forms the 

land with vegetation. And this is “good.” And then on the 6th day, He fills the land with 

creatures. And then He says that He will create a creature in His own image. A creature that’s 

different from the rest of creation. 

  



The invisible God says that He will create man and woman in His own image. That when 

creation WOULD SEE man, they will see the visible reflection of the invisible God. They will 

see the image of God. 

As I said brothers and sisters, God fills what He forms. And almost like a bookend to God’s 

own activity in creation, We first see that when God created the heavens and the earth, he 

sees that the earth is without form. And then over the course of the days, the earth RECEIVES 

form. 

And then when God creates a creature in His image, the earth has form and so God directs 

those IN HIS image to fill the earth. And so now we begin to see the wheels set in motion of 

what God’s desire is. Humanity will reflect who He is in their rule, in their dominion and in 

their own creative activity. Such that AS THEY FILL THE EARTH, when creation sees humanity, 

they would see the image of God. And at the end of this day – at the end of the final day of 

creation – God looked upon all He created, and He said, “VERY. GOOD.” 

You see brothers, from Genesis chapter one, we need to understand TWO THINGS as it 

relates to us answering our question of what’s involved in God’s plan of salvation. 

(1) First, God’s creation was very good. 

God doesn’t create bad things. God doesn’t create useless things. The same God who 

demands that not one idle word should come from our mouth… certainly made no idle word 

come out of His as He spoke things into being. This is a God with passion, and creativity, and 

beauty – and it was all displayed when He created the heavens and the earth. 

When an artist creates a masterwork of art, EVERYTHING has purpose. Every colour, every 

texture, every object, every stroke of the brush, EVERY. THING. Has purpose. And if this is the 

case for an artist, then how much more so for the God of all creation -- who not only wants 

to create something beautiful, but He creates in a way that’s like poetry. 

This is the first thing that you need to understand. 

 

 



(2) The second thing you need to understand as it relates to our question. 

Is that God placed man in charge of His creation on earth. God says, I will make them in my 

image and like a King, they’re going to rule over all that is visible in my creation. 

To me this is an incomprehensible thing that man was given such a task. I can imagine the 

great theologian, poet and king. King David. I can imagine him as the King of Israel reading 

Genesis 1 and meditating on it. Being consumed with awe and wonder when He read what 

was taking place in the beginning time. Being so consumed, and in such awe by these Spirit-

breathed words – that by this same Spirit he found himself putting pen to paper saying, 

O LORD, our Lord 

 How majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 You have set your glory above the heavens… 

 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

 The moon and the stars which you have set in place… 

What is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 

 You have crowned him with glory and honour 

You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things 

under his feet 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Brothers and sisters, the second thing that you need to understand is that God placed man in 

charge to rule over the works of His hand. 

 And this is a truth that is almost impossible to fathom. 

  



But what was the purpose of all of this? Why did God create creation? Because until we know 

why God created creation, we will not know His plan of salvation. So why? Well you see 

brothers and sisters, as David says in Psalm 19,  

the heavens declare the glories of God 

 The expanse proclaims the work of his hands 

Day after day they pour out speech; 

 Night after night they communicate knowledge. 

You see brothers and sisters, all of creation was made to be a theatre for God’s glory. That in 

on one harmonious symphony, creation was to declare the glories of God and the works of 

His hands. And each part of His creation was to play its own part to pour forth speech and 

declare His glory.  

To the left, there were the deep tones of His power that came through. The shining of the 

sun, the heights of the mountain; and the swirling of the galaxies They would display traces of 

God’s…power. 

And then to the right. To the right were the softer tones of His beauty. In the sound of the 

streams flowing over brooks; the sweet song of birds in the shade of trees; and the 

technicolour horizon as the sun would begin and end each new day. They would display 

traces of God’s beauty. 

And then to the centre of this symphony. To the centre were the melodious tones of His 

goodness. The lion that would lie with the lamb; the bees that would help the pollinate the 

plants; and the flowers that would produce sweet aromas. They would display traces of God’s 

goodness. 

And between all these parts were instruments of creation that would declare His intelligence, 

His kindness, His goodness, His faithfulness, and His creativity. Creation was to declare who 

God is in all His glory by possessing traces of Him. 

 



But where all creation would display traces of God… there was something different in man. In 

man was the IMAGE of God. Of every attribute that God could communicate to a creature, it 

was communicated to humanity. Humanity was the pinnacle of God’s creation that was to 

reveal to the rest of creation the image of the invisible God. And so when man RIGHTLY 

exercised his rule and dominion, He would reflect the image of God. God would be known in 

creation and most glorified in creation, IN HIS IMAGE. 

 

DECREATION 

What a tragic day it was then. That day in the garden when Adam chose to eat of the fruit. 

The fruit that God said about,  

DO NOT EAT OF THIS FRUIT OR YOU WILL SURELY DIE. 

On that day, Adam failed to be the image of God. And the image of God was defaced in 

creation. And its effects were far greater than simply humanity’s death. Death abounded in 

God’s good creation as God declared to Adam in the garden, 

  CURSED IS THE GROUND BECAUSE OF YOU 

All of creation became subject to futility.  

And so we find ourselves continuing to ask this question. What is involved in God’s plan of 

salvation? Because depending on what you see the problem is… is how you’ll answer this 

question. 

[ILLUSTRATION] 

You know I remember when I was a child that my family… for a period of time… we had to 

live with others as our house was being built. And one of my strongest memories while living 

there were the cigarettes. They were avid smokers. 

There’s a thing about cigarettes when they’re smoked. They infuse themselves into 

everything. They don’t just get into your lungs – they get into everything. They get into your 



teeth. Into your hair. Into your clothes. You can smell it on your skin. And if you smoke in the 

same place, it’ll get into your ceiling. Into your walls. Into your furniture. And once it’s there, 

even when you leave it some time to air out. The stench stays. 

[ILLUSTRATION END] 

Sin, brothers and sisters… it’s made its way throughout all of the universe. And wherever 

there’s sin, there is the curse and death. You see, there’s not one square inch of what God 

gave man dominion over that HAS NOT been corrupted by sin. Since man failed to be the 

image of God, creation is not like what it was made to be AND it doesn’t glorify God like it 

ought to do. 

And I hope as I’ve been going through this that God’s plan of salvation is beginning to 

become clearer. It’s so easy to make God’s plan of salvation about me. That “if I have the 

forgiveness of sin, then it’ll all be good.” And when I make salvation about me, then it’s easy 

to think I maybe, just maybe, may have been able to save myself. Maybe if I didn’t have 

original sin, I could have saved myself. And sure, now that I do sin, I am in need of the grace 

of God. But maybe, just maybe, I could have done it. 

Imagine this scenario for a second: (1) Imagine that you live the perfect life and then at the 

end of your life, you go to heaven to be with God; (2) Or EVEN, imagine that there was a 

saviour who graciously saved you from your sin as the climax of his work. And then at the end 

of it all you say, “I’m so glad I made it to heaven…”. And as you say this, creation is still dying, 

sin is still present and His image is still defaced upon the earth. Would you be content with 

that? 

You see brothers and sisters, God’s plan of salvation is not about you. It’s about HIS glory. Yes 

it involves your sins and God has a plan to deal with that. But it is not about you. It’s about 

HIS glory. This is that final great truth of the Reformation. That ALL things are to the glory of 

God alone. 

So what would it take for God to be glorified? You see brothers and sisters, because in 

answering this question we can then understand what’s involved in God’s plan of salvation. 

So what would it take?  



Well the answer is simple. GOD. MUST. WIN. If the curse continues to exist, then God has 

lost. If death hasn’t been defeated, then God has lost. If sin -- if that which brought the curse 

and death into the creation He loves -- if this sin hasn’t been totally destroyed, then God has 

lost. And if the pinnacle of His creation -- if the image of God is not restored, then God has 

lost. 

In other words brothers and sisters, for God to win, creation and His image must be gloriously 

renewed. And creation will only be gloriously renewed after His image is gloriously restored. 

So to answer our first question this morning: what’s involved in God’s plan of salvation? 

God plans to redeem His image and His creation so that heaven and earth are an 

incorruptible theatre for His glory. God’s plan of salvation is one of cosmic proportions. 

 

COLOSSIANS 

And that brothers and sisters leads us into both our second question AND into our text for 

this morning. That if God’s plan of salvation is to redeem all of creation such that heaven and 

earth an incorruptible theatre for His glory, then what makes Christ alone uniquely qualified 

to accomplish this plan? 

Because if I can provide a shorter definition of salvation. Salvation means “to be rescued.” It 

means to be rescued from the corruption of a curse-ridden world of sin and death into a 

kingdom that is glorious and incorruptible. And here brothers and sisters, we now find 

ourselves onto the onramp of our text this morning. 

We find ourselves in the first chapter in the letter to those of the Colossian church -- at verse 

13, “He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of 



the Son he loves.” And what does that mean practically for us? How do we arrive to this point 

of salvation? Verse 14, “In him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

You see brothers and sisters, God plans to redeem His image and His creation so that heaven 

and earth are an incorruptible theatre for His glory. And if we as those made in His image 

have any hope in this salvation, it will be because He has granted us the forgiveness of sins. 

v.15-17 

 

So again… what makes Christ alone uniquely qualified to accomplish salvation? Verse 15 to 

17, 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For everything 

was created by him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities— all things have been created through 

him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and by him all things hold together. 

Now before we begin answering our second question… if I could indulge you in a quick 

detour. 

The reason why I wanted to read verses 15 to 17 together is because people can 

easily get tripped up on that word “firstborn.” 

Some have used this single word to suggest that Christ is a creature and not the Creator. And 

the fact is, we could point to Scripture outside of Colossians to demonstrate that Christ is 

clearly the Creator. 



But I’ve got a fancy principle that I would like to share with you that will get us out of this 

conundrum. It’s what I like to call the “Keep reading on” principle. Basically, this is how it 

works… if something doesn’t make sense, then keep reading on. 

And first notice that the next word is “for”. That word “for” seeks to clarify for us exactly 

what firstborn means. And it means all things of the created order were created by Him. 

In fact in the Greek, Paul throws the word, “the”, before saying all things. So it literally reads, 

“The All Things.” It’s a matter of totality. Absolutely everything in heaven and on earth. 

Everything in every realm was created by Christ, through Christ, and for Christ. He is before 

all these things and by Him all these things continue to exist. 

So when we apply this fancy, “Keep reading on” principle, it’s clear that the language of 

firstborn is to indicate SUPREMACY. We could point to the use of firstborn language, like in 

Psalm 89 that uses the language of firstborn to indicate supremacy. But we don’t need to 

because we… you guessed it… we keep reading on. 

Now the question we’re looking to answer is, what makes Christ alone uniquely qualified to 

accomplish salvation? 

Brothers and sisters, Christ alone is the visible image of the invisible God who is supreme 

over creation. He is supreme over all things because He created all things. Notice it doesn’t 

say “Christ created some of the things.” Or “Christ created most of the things.” No, “Christ 

created ALL THINGS.” 

 

Do you hear the traces Genesis 1 in the passage? 

When God created man in His own image He said, “Be fruitful and multiple, fill the earth, and 

subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the 

earth.” The second half of verse 16 again, 

Whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities –  ALL THINGS have been 

created through Him and for Him. 



Now yes this means Christ created the cosmic powers. And yes this means that Christ created 

all earthly authorities. But it also means Christ created Adam. And if it is through Christ that 

Adam was created, then that means Adam was created in the image of CHRIST. Adam was 

created in HIS image. 

And as we saw in Genesis 1, God fills what He forms. And Christ formed Adam into the image 

that He would truly fill. Verse 15 again, 

 He IS the image of the invisible God. 

Brothers and sisters, God plans to redeem His image and His creation so that heaven and 

earth are an incorruptible theatre for His glory. And so the first reason that Christ alone is 

uniquely qualified to accomplish God’s plan of salvation is because only the God of creation 

can renew His image and creation. 

  Christ alone can renew His image and creation. 

 

Only God Himself would know what the true image of Himself looks like that is incomparably 

glorious and only God Himself knows what a creation that declares His praises sounds like. 

Think about this for a second: On the way to Jerusalem to go to the cross, Jesus followers 

were declaring His praises as the Christ. And the pharisees told Jesus to silence them. And 

Jesus responds, “I tell you, if they were to keep silent, the stones would cry out.” 

There was a time that the stones would declare the glories of God that would leave us in awe 

and only Christ knows the tune they would play. Only God himself knows what a creation that 

declares His praises sounds like. 



And only God Himself would know what the true image of Himself looks like. And in Christ, 

we see the true image of God. We see Him in His love. We see Him in His compassion. We 

see Him in His kindness, and grace, and mercy, and passion for righteousness. We see Him in 

His selflessness. And so in Christ, we see how far short we are of the glory and image of God. 

You see brothers and sisters, mo one was ever capable of saving themselves because they 

didn’t know what they were saving themselves from. And they didn’t know what they were 

saving themselves to. 

Because only God Himself would know what the true image of Himself looks like and only 

God Himself knows what His creation that declares His praises ought to sound like. 

Only the God of creation can renew His image and creation. 

v.18 

[ILLUSTRATION] 

You know, I don’t know how many of you are like me, but I’m rather terrible at making 

resolutions. It takes many attempts before they begin to stick. 

And now my latest one is my desire to eat healthier. To have more salads and things like that. 

Now I’ve made this effort quite a few times and I’ve failed quite a few times. But this time, I 

think it’s going to work. 

Mow I’ve tried to persuade people that it’s going to happen this time. And they’re like, “Well 

what’s different this time, Andrew? What’s going to be different this time?” And I explain 

how this time I’ve bought myself one of those vegetable choppers – where you put the 

vegetables through it.  

And I’ve explained that my biggest inhibition is my laziness to prepare the vegetables That’s 

my biggest inhibition to have more salads – and now it’s done. I’ve got my vegetable 

chopper. All I have to do is sit back and just watch myself become healthier. 

Except that when it’s lunch time, I still prefer my Maccas runs. 



[ILLUSTRATION END] 

You see, as we look at our text, and as we try to process how Christ alone has the unique 

qualification to accomplish salvation. Popping out of the text is this burning question. That 

question being, 

What’s going to be different this time? How is it possible that I won’t be like Adam once I’m 

saved? That once I’m saved, and once Christ has redeemed the universe, what’s going to be 

different? How will I not just recapitulate Adam’s story? Read verse 18 with me, 

He is also the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead,  that he might come to have first place in everything. 

You see brothers and sisters, verses 15 to 17 tell us that Jesus is supreme over the creation. 

And verse 18, tells us that Jesus is supreme over the New Creation. 

We no longer rely on a mere mortal ruler to lead humanity and creation. This time it will not 

be a mere mortal because “He is also the head of the body, the church.” In other words, 

Christ is the head of the new humanity.  And “He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead.” In other words, Christ is the beginning of the new creation. In Christ alone we have 

both the head of the new humanity and the beginning of the new creation “So that he might 

come to have first place in everything.” 

The God who is perfect and holy and righteous and just and creative and intelligent and 

powerful and good and kind and love. Only the God of creation can rule an incorruptible new 

creation. 

Christ alone can rule an incorruptible new creation. 

 



V19-20 – The Cross 

So how do we get there? How do we get to the new beginning? The dawn of the New 

Creation? The place where Christ is the leader of the new humanity and the conductor of the 

new creation? That place where there is no more disease, no more death and no more 

suffering. How do we get there? And how can we know things aren’t going to be the same as 

last time? 

Well we found ourselves understanding creation through the first chapters of the Bible. And 

so it’s only fitting that we understand recreation through the last chapters of the Bible… In 

the Revelation of Jesus Christ to the Apostle John. 

Now in this revelation, John receives a glorious vision of how all things will end. And in the 

finality of this glorious vision, as it reaches greater and greater heights, John sees a holy city 

from heaven that’s coming down to earth. The invisible joins with the visible. Heaven and 

earth reunited once more. No more tears, no more pain, no more death. 

That ancient prayer that said, “Let your Kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven.” It was finally and fully answered. 

So why is this going to happen? 

You see the holy city that comes to earth in this Revelation to John is the New Jerusalem. And 

it’s dimensions in height and width and depth – they’re all equal. In other words it’s a cube. 

And what’s glorious about a cube brothers and sisters – is that there’s only one other place in 

all of Scripture that describes a cube. And that… is the Holy of Holies. The Most Holy Place. 

The Inner Sanctum. In this Most Holy Place was the presence of God. The place where God 

would meet with humanity. 

And what the New Jerusalem coming to earth – What heaven coming to earth would mean is 

that God would live with humanity once more – and He would do it forever! 

But you see brothers and sisters, in Jerusalem, and in the Most Holy Place was not only 

where God’s presence dwelt, but it was also where sins were forgiven. Because where sin 



was removed, a holy God could dwell. The place where heaven and earth find PEACE is the 

place of atonement. The place where a holy God and a cursed earth are reconciled is the 

place where GOD. FORGIVES. SIN. 

So how do we get to the dawn of the New Creation? How do we get to the beginning? Read 

verse 19 with me, 

 “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Him.” 

You see brothers and sisters, when it says, “For God was pleased to have all his fullness--- 

dwell in Him”, That word dwell is not the same to when we read at the beginning of John’s 

gospel account that God would take on flesh and dwell among us. And it’s not the same word 

when we read at the end of Christ’s Revelation to John that God’s dwelling will be with us. 

No this is a different kind of dwell. It’s more intense and more intimate. Kind of like that 

saying “home is where the heart is…”. That this is the way it was meant to be. That in Christ, 

to the very finest of details, God perfectly filled the body that he formed – such that in the 

body of Christ is the fulness of God. And it pleased Him – it pleased Him that Christ would be 

truly God and truly man. 

And why did it please God to have His fulness dwell in Christ? Why did it please the immortal, 

all-powerful, all-knowing, wonderfully creative God to have His fulness dwell in a human 

body? 

Because in God taking on flesh, Christ alone became uniquely qualified to accomplish 

salvation. The man one who could become the curse and the God who could remove the 

curse. The man who could become sin and the God who could destroy sin. The man who 

could suffer an eternal death and the God who could eternally conquer death. The God who 

made creation verses 15-17, and the image of God who would rule the New Creation, verse 

18. 

So how do we get to the dawn of the new creation? Verse 19 and 20, 



For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Him, and through him to 

reconcile everything to Himself, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood shed on the cross. 

Are you beginning to grasp God’s plan of salvation for His glory, brothers and sisters? 

The plan of salvation was of cosmic proportions. Cosmic in time and cosmic in space. A plan 

where the eternal God would be in relationship with a renewed humanity of which He 

Himself was its head. And He would be in relationship with them and dwell with them. And 

He would dwell with them in a renewed creation under His rule that in a cosmic symphony 

would declare His glory forever. A creation where heaven and earth were united. All things 

visible and all things invisible. Filled with the image of God. Never to be corrupted again. 

Never to fall again. Never to see pain, suffering, tears or death again. Something so high, so 

lofty, so incomparably glorious that you could get so caught up in its splendour and so lost in 

its vastness, if it were not for that sight more glorious than all of this that GROUNDS US –

where we see the fulness of God in all His love, and kindness, and mercy, goodness, creativity 

and justice – and we find ourselves grounded at the foot of the cross. Where we behold the 

image of the invisible God in all His glory as CHRIST ALONE made peace by shedding His blood 

to satisfy God’s wrath on the cross. 

It was at the cross that Christ alone satisfied the full fury of God’s holy wrath from heaven to 

bring PEACE to rebellious sinners like you and me on earth. 

So what makes Christ alone uniquely qualified to accomplish this plan of salvation? 

Because Christ alone can redeem humanity and creation. 

 



It is through this cross that Christ alone will bring many sons to glory because He destroyed 

their sin and their curse and their death as far as it is found. It is through this cross that Christ 

alone will free all creation from bondage and conduct it in a cosmic symphony to the glory of 

God. And it is through this cross that Christ alone will unite heaven and earth and that God 

may dwell with humanity forever. Never to be corrupted again because Christ alone dealt 

eternally with sin at the cross and by His resurrection from the dead shows that His life is 

incorruptible and indestructible. Connecting the new humanity, the church, organically to His 

life. Ruling the new creation with His hand. And declaring the glory of God forever and ever in 

His resurrected body. 

And this is the main point of our time this morning:  

That we lose the good news if Christ alone is not the source of our salvation 

 

Conclusion 

The great truth brothers and sisters is that we are saved by  grace alone through faith alone. 

But if your faith is not placed in the right object, it means nothing If you have some hope in 

your ability to save yourself, it means nothing. If you have your hope of salvation in your 

ability to come to church this morning or say your prayers or live out your Christian faith, it 

means nothing. Not only can’t you earn salvation, but you don’t deserve salvation… not after 

rebelling against Him, not after ruining the creation He loves and deforming His image. 

But God offers you redemption for free. He offers you the forgiveness of sins and eternal life 

for free if you would put your faith in Christ alone because of who He is and what He did to 

save sinners like yourself. 



Now what are we to do with this glorious truth? What does this mean for us who have the 

forgiveness of sins? How do we apply this truth to our lives? 

Well brothers and sisters, I can’t go outside of God’s Spirit-breathed words on either side of 

our passage this morning. 

(1) Walk in a manner that is worthy of Christ. 

(2) Continue to endure life’s hardships until He returns or calls you home. 

(3) Rejoice in your sure inheritance because of His resurrection. 

(4) And remain grounded at the foot of the cross. 

I don’t have the points up on the slide. You can find them right there on either side of our 

text this morning. But if you are struggling with godliness, or affliction, or despair, or 

assurance. The answer is the same: look to Christ alone and press on till all is new and He is 

with us forever. 

We lose the good news if Christ alone is not the source of our salvation. 

Let’s pray. 


