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Soli Deo Gloria 

To the Glory of God Alone 
 

Introduction 

Well you’re going to want to mark it down in your dairy – March 10th 2020… 

 

For on that day movie star legend Chuck Norris turned 80 years old! 

 

Now many of you are familiar with Chuck Norris – famous air-force veteran, movie star, 

martial artist! 

 

He recently became famous for a number of internet memes that have captured the world’s 

attention in an unparalleled way… 

 

Now these memes are of course satire – they are famously called Chuck Norris facts or 

Chuck Norris jokes! 

 

And the idea is that they are designed to show display the greatness, the glory, and the 

grandeur of the man, the myth, and the legend who is Chuck Norris! 

 

So, here are just a few of some of my favourite Chuck Norris facts: 

 

• Chuck Norris is so fast; he can run around the world and punch himself in the back of 

the head…. 

 

• Chuck Norris once built the hospital he was born in… 

 

• Chuck Norris can play the violin with a piano… 

 

• Chuck Norris can drown a fish in water… 

 
• There is no theory of evolution. Just a list of creatures Chuck Norris allows to live… 
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• Chuck Norris once beat the sun in a staring contest… 

 

• Chuck Norris has counted to infinity. Twice…. 

 

• Chuck Norris does NOT dial the wrong number; you answer the wrong phone… 

 

• If you have five dollars and Chuck Norris has five dollars, then Chuck Norris has 

more money than you do… 

 

I don’t know how that works… it’s just a Chuck Norris fact… 

 

It’s Absurd 

Now the joke here of course is that an 80-year-old actor is subject to some of the greatest 

claims & qualities that no mere creature could ever seek to possess…. 

 

Chuck Norris hasn’t actually counted to infinity twice (or not even once) – and chuck Norris 

cannot beat the sun in a staring contest… 

 

Friends chuck Norris is just a man… 

 

He is an 80-year-old retired actor… 

 

The lines are funny because they’re absurd… 

 

Christians without a Sola 

And yet I want to argue here this morning that as stupid & as foolish as these jokes are 

beginning to sound to us – this is exactly how Christians begin to sound when they 

attribute their salvation & their redemption to anything outside of the saving work of 

God! 

 

When you and I attribute ANY ASPECT of our salvation to us & our goodness – then we 

no longer have a Gospel that saves! 
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When you take away the Sola from Soli-Deo Gloria – you get the kind of nonsense we see 

in a Chuck Norris joke… 

 

Main Point 

Or if I could put it simply: 

 

We lose the good news (of the Gospel) unless God’s Glory alone is the purpose of 

our salvation… X2 

 

Something More Ultimate 

See if I were to ask you – what exactly do you think the Protestant Reformation sought to 

recover in the 16th century Church – I think most of us would begin to answer with: 

 

The Protestant Reformation sought to recover the Pure & unblemished Message of 

the Gospel! 

 

That we are saved by Grace Alone – Through Faith Alone – In Christ Alone! 

 

And in many ways, we all know that that’s 100% true! 

 

But see the Reformation DIDN’T JUST SEEK TO RECOVER the pure message of the 

Gospel!!! 

 

But Reformation actually sought to recover something far more ultimate than the gospel! 

 

Something far more central than even the Gospel itself! 

 

And that is that: 

 

The Reformation sought to recover the motivation behind the Gospel! 

 

The motivation behind God’s grace! 

 

The motivation behind our faith! 
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The motivation behind Scripture! 

 

And that of course is the motivation of God & His glory! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria!!! 

 

Context 

Now obviously if you’re going to deal with the doctrine of God’s divine Glory – then you 

have to begin with the supreme subject of that doctrine which is God Himself! 

 

And that’s what we see Paul doing here in Romans chapter 11… 

 

Paul has been unpacking the glorious doctrine of salvation for the last 11 chapters – and as he 

has done so all 5 of the Solas have come up! 

 

Romans 1 

So, you may remember back in chapter 1 where Paul lays out the life-giving power of this 

Gospel – that he is NOT ashamed of this Gospel: 

 

For it is the power of God in salvation to everyone who believes – to the Jew first, 

but also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 

faith! 

 

And then he spends the next 11 chapters unpacking that one truth! 

 

This is what the Gospel is – and this is what the Gospel does!!! 

 

Verse, after verse, after verse, after verse – this is the power of God unto salvation! 

 

Log #1 

So in chapter 1:18 to chapter 3:20 – Paul unpacks the universal need of the Gospel! X2 

 

That all human beings have sinned and fall short of the glory of God! 
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And that we are all under this universal condemnation of guilt! 

 

That there is none righteous!!! 

 

No NOT one! 

 

There is none who seek for God! 

 

For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of this God! 

 

Log #2 

And then in 3:21 to the end of chapter 4 – Paul unpacks the remedy of the Gospel! X2 

 

That Christ has come to satisfy that divine justice of a holy God – by dying on the cross 

for unholy sinners like us! 

 

That God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us! 

 

In fact, in chapter 3 Paul says in one monumental section: 

 

For there is no distinction for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and 

are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

whom God put forth as a propitiation to be received by faith! 

  

Log #3 

 

And then in chapters 5, 6, 7, & 8 – we get to that third great log that Paul puts onto the 

fire – as he explains the assurance of the Gospel! X2 

 

That what the law could not do weakened by the flesh, God did by sending His Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh, to condemn sin in the flesh! 

 

And there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus! 
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There is nothing in all of life – that can separate us from all of Christ! 

 

Log #4 

And now in chapters 9 to 11 – Paul gives the fourth great log to the book of Romans – the 

defence of the Gospel! X2 

 

That the Holy God of Scripture is Good, and Righteous, & holy, & just in all that He does 

INCLUDING: 

 

The sovereign election of sinners in Christ!!! 

 

This was Paul’s favourite activity in life – defending the Gospel of God!!! 

 

The match is lit! 

And so now in verse 33: 

 

THE MATCH IS LIT!!! 

 

And Paul’s brilliant mind has ignited his burning heart as his theology now turns to 

glorious Doxology! 

 

Theology is our knowledge about God! 

 

Doxology is our worship to God! 

And one of the things we see Paul telling us here – is that the 2 must always go together! 

 

If you have doxology without theology – then all you end up with is sinful idolatry! 

 

You can’t worship what you don’t know! 

 

But if you have theology without doxology – then that’s a recipe for religious pride! 

 

The 2 must always go together! 
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And so as he looks back over the last 11 chapters – he begins to fall to his knees as he 

humbly proclaims: 

 

SOLI DEO GLORIA! 

 

Romans 11:33-36 

So let’s read this incredible passage here this morning and let’s see what this sovereign 

LORD of GLORY would have us see in Romans chapter 11 – Romans 11 beginning at 

verse 33 (Hear now the Word of God): 

 

Paul begins there in verse 33: 

 

Oh the depth… 

 

Now that word Oh there is unique in its construction to this particular passage of 

Scripture because nowhere else in in the New Testament is it used in this way! 

 

It is one single letter in the Greek Alphabet – Omega! 

 

And it is a joyful term designed to draw our attention to the object of Paul’s affections! 

 

And this word sets the tone for this entire passage of Scripture! 

 

Oh, the depth of the riches and the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable His judgments and how untraceable are His ways! For who has known 

the mind of the Lord? Or who has been His counsellor? And who has ever given to 

God, that He should be repaid? 

 

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 

 

To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

 

4 things 
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There are 4 things we see igniting the heart of the Apostle here in Romans chapter 11: 

 

1. God is infinite 

2. God is inscrutable 

3. God is incomprehensible 

4. God is incomparable 

 

To put it simply: 

 

1. God is Big! 

2. God is Good! 

3. God is Holy! 

4. God is glorious! 

 

The 4 cannot be separated in the mind of Paul – each one intimately related to the next – 

but each one infinitely declaring the glory of God! 

 

Friends: 

 

This is what we call Big God theology! 

 

Big God sovereignty! 

 

That God is really really big – and we are really really small! 

 

This is the very first premise of Holy Scripture – and this is the premise of Soli Deo 

Gloria! 

 

GOD IS INFINITE! 

 

Riches 

And as Paul peers over the precipice of Holy Scripture into the deep regions of God’s 

infinitude, the very first thing that he notices are the inexhaustible riches! X2 
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Oh the depths of the riches of God… 

 

The term riches all throughout Holy Scripture refers specifically to the riches of God’s 

wealth! 

 

And in the context of Romans – riches refers specifically to the inexhaustible riches of His 

grace – we see this in Chapter 2:4; Chapter 9:23; Chapter 10:12; and Chapter 11:12! 

 

The Bible tells us that God is rich in mercy – Ephesians chapter 2! 

 

God is rich in glory – Philippians chapter 4! 

 

God is rich in kindness – Ephesians chapter 1! 

 

God is rich in patience – Romans chapter 2! 

 

So the depths of His riches – are the riches of His grace – and the riches of His grace are 

inexhaustibly deep! 

 

Wisdom 

But it’s NOT JUST the riches of His grace says Paul – it is the riches of His wisdom! 

The term wisdom refers back to the wisdom of God in His sovereign plan of salvation in 

eternity past – that He had always planned to redeem a remanent of sinners even before the 

foundation of the world was laid! 

 

In theology we call this the Covenant of Redemption: 

 

1. That the Father had made a Pact (or a Covenant with His Son) to elect a remnant of 

sinners in eternity past, in order that He may display the riches of His mercy to these 

vessels of grace! 

 

2. And the Son in obedience to the Father (in that Covenant) would purchase those 

sinners by His blood acquired at the cross! 
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3. And then the Spirit would come & sovereignly apply that redemption to all those 

(Past, Present, & Future) that the Father had chosen in eternity past! 

 

It is the Perfect Plan of salvation – and Paul calls it: 

 

The wisdom of His grace! 

 

What kind of a God has the wisdom to say that: 

If you offend me, I will make it right with you! 

 

There is no human wisdom that thinks like that! 

 

It has to be the inexhaustible wisdom of an infinite God! 

 

Knowledge 

But thirdly – it is not just the riches & the wisdom – but it is also: 

 

The depths of His knowledge! 

 

Now I think the term knowledge here refers back specifically to the Foreknowledge of God 

– that God foreknew us, He foreloved us, & predestined us – based upon nothing in us – 

but everything in God – that’s Chapter 9:1 to Chapter 11:32! 

 

Those whom He foreknew he predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son… 

 

And so this entire verse – this entire section is designed to display to us the bigness of God 

– in light of the smallness of man! 

 

Good News 

And that smallness here should NOT serve to bring us grief, or pain, or sorrow, or 

nervousness – but it should serve to bring us joy! 

 

Infinite joy in the fact that our salvation rests in an infinitely big, & deep, beautiful, 

borderline frightening, glorious God!  
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Do you marvel at the riches of His grace! 

 

That although you deserve nothing but eternal judgement of His holy wrath!!! 

 

You get nothing but the sovereign mercy of His glorious grace!!! 

 

O the depths of His infinite riches!!! 

 

Oh peer over into the depths here this morning brothers & sisters… 

 

How deep is the well of God’s grace for us!!! 

 

Those in His presence never feel bored 

I remember hearing several months ago a wonderful illustration of these depths – It was a 

pastor by the name of Neil C. Stewart who one said this: 

 

The one thing you never read about anyone in the presence of God – they never feel 

bored! 

 

They never feel bored in His presence!!! 

 

Like a little boy with a flashlight on a starry night sky trying to plumb the depths of the 

cosmos! 

 

And of course, the instrument he uses is far too small for the size of the object, but he 

nevertheless loves plumbing those depths! 

 

Or like a little boy paddling over the sea of the Mariana trench and as he stops to look 

down at 36,000 & 70 feet of water – he says with Saint Augustine: 

 

I can see the depths; I just can’t see the bottom! 

 

The God of the Bible is frightening! 
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He is terrifying BIG! 

 

He is terrifyingly Large 

 

He is terrifyingly massive! 

 

And it should NOT be lost on you that when men see angels in the Bible; they fall down like 

dead men! 

 

Angels!!! 

 

And so if that’s the response that God’s messengers get – imagine what it’s like to meet the 

source! 

 

We serve an infinitely deep – infinitely big – infinitely wide – infinitely weighty – glorious 

God! 

 

God is an ocean without a shore! 

 

He is a river without its banks! 

 

He is well without its bottom! 

 

 A mountain without a peak! 

 

A song without end! 

 

A story with no beginning! 

 

He is inexhaustible! 

 

He is infinite! 
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Attribute #2 

Second! 

 

The God of the Bible is inscrutable X2 

 

Verse 34: 

 

For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been His counsellor? And who 

has ever given to God, that He should be repaid? 

 

See if the depths of His knowledge, & the depths of His wisdom, are inexhaustible wells 

for the human mind to consider – then the depths of His actions & the depths of His ways 

are most definitely beyond the human mind of finding out! 

 

This is what Job discovers in Job 38 & 40 – God says: 

 

Who has first given to me, that I should be repaid?!?! 

 

Where were you job when I laid the foundation of the earth! 

 

When were you when I clothed the outer garments of the galaxies! 

 

Have you entered into the recesses of space – or walked in the darkness of the deep? 

 

Have the gates of death been revealed to you, or have you seen the expanse of all the 

earth? 

 

Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? 

 

Or when the deer is in labour?!?! 

 

Will you hunt prey for a lioness or satisfy the appetite of her cubs? 

 

Will the one who contends with the Almighty seek to correct Him? 
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Job’s Response 

And what does Job say: 

 

Surely I have spoken about things that I do not understand, things too wonderful for 

me, which I did not know! 

 

Who are you we O Church to answer back to God! 

 

Will the thing say to He who formed it – why have you made me like this?!?! 

 

ABC – CBA 

And in fact, Paul is so confident in this, that He uses this Hebrew poetry to identify JUST 

HOW inscrutable God truly is! 

 

So check this out – in verses 33 to 35 Paul uses the formula: 

 

A.B.C > < C.B.A 

 

In other words, if you flipped them – they would match! 

 

Verse 34A 

So, watch how he does this in verse 34: 

 

For who has known the mind of the Lord? 

 

Now in verse 33: 

 

O the depths of His knowledge! 

 

Do you see that?!?! 

 

Positively: 
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O the depths of His knowledge! 

 

Negatively: 

 

For who has known the mind of the Lord? 

 

Verse 34B 

Now in verse 34: 

 

For who has become His counsellor?!?! 

 

Verse 33: 

 

O the depths of His wisdom! 

 

Positive & Negative! 

Verse 35A 

And then lastly verse 35: 

 

For who has given to Him that He should be repaid? 

 

And then in Verse 33: 

 

O the depths of His riches! 

 

The inscrutability of God 

And so he’s stating the facts both positively & negatively in order for us to see that right at 

the centre – right in the middle of these verses is the fundamental reality that: 

 

That God is God! 

 

 And our opinions about Him – they don’t matter!!! 
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They just don’t matter in light of how big, and wide, and deep, and grand, and glorious, 

He truly is! 

 

You cannot de-crease His God-ness or in-crease His God-ness by your thoughts about 

Him! 

 

He is infinitely wise & inscrutable in all of His ways! 

 

If you have a problem with the way that God governs reality – (whether in salvation or in 

any other aspect) – then you have NOT understood the depravity of your sin & the 

holiness of His heart… 

 

You cannot bring a charge against this God! 

 

You cannot put Him on trial – you cannot put Him in your debt – you cannot put Him in the 

docks! 

 

God is God and He will always be God in the very way that He chooses to be! 

 

He is inscrutable! 

 

Attribute #3 

Thirdly NOT only is this God inscrutable in all of His ways! 

 

But He is also: 

 

Incomprehensible X2 

 

Verse 33b: 

 

How unsearchable are His judgments and how untraceable are His ways! 

 

So the incomprehensibility of God doesn’t mean that we can’t know or understand God! 
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But rather the incomprehensibility of God refers to the fact that: 

 

Because God is God – He is in a category that is entirely different to everything else 

He creates! 

 

God is Creator – we are creature! 

 

God is eternal – we are temporal! 

 

God is infinite – we are finite! 

 

God is Sovereign – we are subjects! 

 

God is the source – we are the recipients! 

 

God is independent – we are dependent! 

 

In every conceivable way God is always, unto, & entirely other than His creation! 

 

To whom will you liken God – or what is there that you can compare Him to!?!? 

 

This is what we see in Isaiah chapter 55: 

 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways declares the 

LORD. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts… 

 

Or what about the Psalmist – in Psalm 145: 

 

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; His greatness is unsearchable! 

 

Luther – The Theology of the Cross 

And in fact, this doctrine of the incomprehensibility of God actually drove the principle 

change in the Reformation… 
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See in Luther’s theology he began with the fundamental principle: 

 

That because God is God He was the incomprehensible & frightening God of the 

heavens! 

 

He was to be understood as the Deus absconditus (Dey-use Ab-scone-dee-tuse): 

 

The Hidden God! 

 

Totally different – totally other – totally incomprehensible! 

 

And so (in Luther’s mind) the only way that we as humans could ever seek to comprehend 

the incomprehensible; was only if He first acted to show His love for us in the Person & 

work of Christ! 

 

2 Types of Theologians 

And so Luther would famously go on to say that there were only 2 types of theologians seen 

in the world – there were: 

 

1. The theologians of the cross! 

 

& 

 

2. The theologians of glory! 

 

The theologians of the cross were those who tried to understand the incomprehensible nature 

of God in light of the revelation of the cross! 

 

And the theologians of glory (the bad theologians) were those who tried to understand God 

through their own pompous, arrogant wisdom, power, and strength! 

 

You don’t go to the world to try to understand & comprehend God – you go to the cross! 
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And so, Luther had thought that because the Roman Catholic Church was NOT preaching 

the pure message of the cross – they were in one sense theologians of glory! 

 

Because they were trying to comprehend the incomprehensible outside of the Gospel! 

 

And so this doctrine of God was actually the key doctrine of the Reformation! 

 

Westminster Confession 

In fact, I love how the Westminster describes God’s attributes & specifically His 

incomprehensibility – it says: 

 

 

There is but One, only, living, and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a 

most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions, immutable, immense, 

eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute… 

 

I can say without any fear of exaggeration or hyperbole here this morning – that for 

everyone in this room myself included: 

 

Your view of God is too small! 

 

Your view of salvation is too small! 

 

The Christian faith does not make sense apart from a good, grand, gloriously great, 

incomprehensible God! 

 

That although we CANNOT KNOW Him fully – we must strive to know Him truly! 

 

And when we seek to know Him truly – then even the bad things in life are under the 

mysterious dealings of an infinitely wise God! 

 

William Carey 

William Carey was a British missionary who overcame many obstacles to take the gospel to 

the regions of Calcutta India… One day he found himself aboard the Oxford bound to Asia 
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in order to continue spreading the Gospel to the other parts of the world… but before the ship 

had lifted its anchor, Carey (and his men) were evicted by the ship’s captain who had 

received an anonymous letter telling him not to take them any further… 

 

And so, in the aftermath of the event, Carey had written a letter to his friend Andrew Fuller, 

telling him about the event – and here’s what he said: 

 

All I can say in this affair is that however mysterious the leadings of providence are, I 

have no doubt, but that they are super intended by an infinitely wise God… 

 

 

 

 

Outside my bounds 

See the reality is friends that if God is infinite – if God is eternal – if He is 

incomprehensible – if He has always been, always is, always will be – then do you not 

think that there are going to be some things in your life – that God is going to do – that are 

outside the bounds of your finite limited knowledge… 

 

That if we could just get this down into the depths of our hearts – that God is God and He 

is infinitely wiser than what we could ever hope to be! 

 

Then even the mysterious dealings of providence are super intended by an infinitely 

wise God… 

 

He is incomprehensible! 

 

Attribute #4 

Lastly – not only is God big – not only is God good – Not only is God holy – but: 

 

He is Incomparable! X2 

 

Verse 36: 
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For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory 

forever. Amen. 

 

Kavod – Glory 

The Hebrew word for glory is the Hebrew word Kavod! X2 

 

And it literally translates to heaviness – to weightiness – to fullness, & immensity! 

 

So, the glory of God is: 

 

The fullness of God in all that He is! 

 

When Moses asked to see God’s Glory – He was hit with the full weight & heaviness of 

who God is! 

 

John Piper describes God’s glory as: 

 

The public display of the infinite beauty and worth of God! 

 

We might say that: 

 

God’s Glory is the going public of His Name! 

 

It is: 

The sum total of His perfections! 

 

It is who He is – He is glorious! 

 

Romans 11:36 

And so, when Paul sees the excellent beauty of a gloriously big God – He doesn’t just see an 

attribute! 

 

Paul sees in verse 36: 
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The full weight & splendour of all that God is! 

 

And in this divine revelation Paul says that: 

  

From Him, through Him, & To Him are all things! 

 

 

 

God is the source of all things. 

The force of all things. 

And the course of all things. 

 

God Originates. Perpetuates. And Terminates all things. 

 

God is the Author – God is the Agent – and God is the Aim of all things! 

 

All things find their source in God, their being in God, and their purpose in God! 

 

From beginning to end – from first to last – and all things in between: 

 

Your salvation – my salvation is the sovereign work of grace! 

 

We are saved by: 

 

Grace alone 

Through faith alone 

In Christ alone 

 

To the glory of God Alone! 

 

Nothing else in Creation – Nothing else in Providence – Nothing else in Salvation makes 

sense outside of this worldview: 
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For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory 

forever and forever Amen! 

 

Soli Deo – Application 

Now let me tell you why that is such good news! 

 

It’s good news because we live in a day and age where we don’t want God to be the centre 

of our universe! 

 

We don’t want someone else taking the glory that we think belongs to us! 

 

We are glory thieves! 

 

And we hate that God gets the glory! 

 

But see the reality is that the more that life is about us – the more miserable we become… 

 

And we’re just blind to the fact that part of the fallen human condition is that we have set 

ourselves up to be the very apex & centre of our own little universe – and when that’s the 

case we’re just gonna be these hopeless, miserable, people because we’re constantly 

walking around trying to contend for a glory that was never ours! 

 

Because we think that the world exists to make us happy – and when we’re NOT happy 

that’s their fault!!! 

 

Now that’s not a recipe for human flourishing! 

 

Truth in Love 

And so, I’m just gonna say this in love and let the Holy Spirit convict you as He sees fit: 

 

Some of you need to get over yourselves! 

 

Some of you need to get over the fact that YOU ARE NOT the centre of the universe! 
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I am not the centre of the universe of the universe! 

 

God’s Glory is the centre of the universe!!! 

 

And until you recognise that you will never have the kind of Spirit-emboldened power that 

Paul speaks about here in Romans chapter 11! 

 

You will never be happy (says Paul) unless God’s Glory alone is the purpose of your 

salvation! 

 

When God’s Glory is the purpose of our salvation – then what can rob us of our glorious 

inheritance in Christ?!?! 

 

My Carriage is Broken 

I love what John Newton (author of amazing Grace) – says about this – he says: 

 

Suppose a man was going to New York to take possession of a large estate, and his 

carriage should break down a mile before he got to the city, which obliged him to 

walk the rest of the way; what a fool we should think of him, if we saw him ringing 

his hands, and  all the remaining mile: My carriage is broken! My carriage is broken! 

 

See when you set yourself up to be the apex & centre of your own little universe – then any 

inconvenience that threatens your happiness is going to make you a sour, miserable, person 

to be around… 

 

What a fool we should think, if we saw him ringing his hands for that one extra mile… 

 

But when God’s Glory is at the centre… when you see that all things in heaven & on earth 

are designed to point toward Him, and His glory, and His greatness, and His 

eminence...Then we are free to rest, to sit, to relax, and to rejoice in the sovereign, saving, 

& supreme work of the love of God in Christ Jesus! 

 

This is the doctrine of Soli Deo Gloria friends!!! 
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Conclusion 

The doctrine of Soli Deo Gloria is a doctrine designed to remind us that: 

 

Because God is God He deserves the glory, honour, and praise in all of life: 

 

In Creation – in Providence – and in Salvation! 

 

That because God is God He will always be God in the way that He chooses to be! 

 

And you cannot master something – and be mastered by that something at the same time! 

X2 

 

And the one here who has mastered the heart of the Apostle here in Romans 11: 

 

You cannot master Him – He must master you!!! 

 

In the words of one pastor: 

 

You can know Him – but never contain Him! 

 

You can serve Him – but never control Him! 

 

You can have Him as your friend – but never NOT as your Lord! 

 

He is loving beyond your wildest dreams! 

 

Holy beyond your deepest fears! 

 

Gracious beyond your greatest needs! 

 

Forgiving beyond your ugliest shame! 
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He is incomparable – inscrutable – incomprehensible – inexhaustible – irreducible – 

immeasurable – uncontainable – all seeing – all knowing – all powerful – ever 

present! 

 

From beginning to end – from first to last – from alpha to Omega (and every letter in 

between) – the chief end of man is to glorify God & enjoy Him forever! 

 

Gospel Call 

And you can only do that if you are in a right relationship with this God of Romans chapter 

11! 

 

Jesus Christ came to die for sinners on a cross! 

 

And if you put your saving faith in Him and Him alone – then His righteous blood covers 

all of your sin Past, Present, and Future, and you are raised up with Christ to a status of 

perfect, sinless, forever in God’s kingdom – never to be revoked, never to be taken away! 

 

If God’s glory can never be taken from Him – and our hope is found in that glory – then our 

salvation is always and ever secure in Him! 

 

And now friends: 

 

Because Jesus is strong for me, I am free to be weak in Him… 

Because Jesus has won for me, I am free to fall & fail in Him… 

Because Jesus was someone, I am free to be no one… 

Because Jesus is extraordinary, I am free to be ordinary… 

 

And that brothers & sisters is REALLY REALLY GOOD NEWS! 

 

That’s what the doctrine of Soli Deo Gloria is designed to display: 

 

We lose the good news (of the Gospel) unless God’s Glory alone is the purpose of 

our salvation… 
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And if God’s glory is the purpose of all of life – then how are you putting Him on display 

today – for your good, and His glory!  

 

Let’s Pray. 
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Soli Deo Gloria 

Discussion/Application Questions 

 
Main Point: We lose the good news unless God’s Glory alone is the purpose of 

our salvation. 

 

[Read Romans 11:33-36] 

 

Q1. What are the 5 Solas and why are they important? – Why does adding 

anything to the gospel destroy the gospel? 

 

Q2. How would you define the doctrine of Soli Deo Gloria? – Why is Soli Deo 

Gloria so important for the Reformation? 

 

Q3. How should we understand this Sola in light of all the others? 

 

Q4. What is the difference between Theology & Doxology? 

 

Q5. What causes Paul to praise God in verses 11:33-36? 

 

Q6. Paul praises God for what he does and does not know about God. What 

would we lose if we could fully grasp or comprehend God? – Do you ever get 

frustrated at not being able to fully know God? 

 

Q7. What does Paul mean in verse 36 that from Him, and through Him, and to 

Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever amen? 

 

Q8. How does Soli Deo Gloria inform us on how to live? 
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Q9. Is Soli Deo Gloria an important aspect of the Gospel, why or why not? –

How would you articulate the gospel? – What do you need to communicate to 

get the gospel across to someone?  

 

Q10. How does the truth of Soli Deo Gloria help us with assurance of 

salvation? 

 


