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Grace Alone 
(Ephesians 2:1-10 October 11, 2020) 

 

 
 
There are times when addition is not better – nor is it even subtraction … it actually 
turns deadly. 
 
Add diesel into aviation fuel – and it turns deadly. 
 
Add certain natural therapies to prescription medicines – and it turns deadly. 
 
You might intuitively think adding extra to something good would be better – but often 
it is worse – and at times it turns something good into something deadly. 
 
In terms of salvation – the gospel – adding anything man does – to God’s plan of 
salvation – changes the very ground of salvation and destroys it. 
 
This was the monumental error the Catholic Church made as men formed it in the 
centuries after the Apostles. 
 
They took the good news of salvation and added in things like tradition and Popes and 
sacraments and works. 
 
And in doing so they did not just obscure the good news – they destroyed it. 
 
The difference between Christianity and every other religion is that Christianity says – 
Jesus did it all. Anything we add to His perfect work destroys it. 
 
Every other religion says – yes God has have a role in salvation – but surely we have 
to have some role in saving ourselves. 
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Ask a Muslim or a Jew – how are you saved – how do you get to heaven? 
 
They will speak of faith, grace – as well as Scripture and God’s glory. 
 
The Jews will mention Messiah – the Muslims will speak of the prophet Jesus Christ. 
 
All are part of the mysterious puzzle of salvation. 
 
Ask a Catholic, a Mormon, a Liberal – how are you saved – how do you get to heaven? 
 
They too will speak of faith, grace – as well as Scripture and God’s glory – and also 
mention Christ. 
 
They do not have an issue with these as parts of the way of salvation. 
 
But there is a word that changes everything! 
 
It is a word that split the church in the 16th century. It is a word that continues to change 
everything today. 
 
That word is: 
 

 
 
ALONE! 
 
Christians maintain that salvation is entirely a work of God. He does it – alone. 
 
There is nothing any man or woman can do to add to, assist, help in our salvation. In 
fact adding in any human factor destroys the gospel. 
 
In Latin – this word alone – is sola. 
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When speaking of Reformation truths – the all-sufficient work of God in salvation came 
to be referred to in terms of the 5 Solas. 
 
As we approach the anniversary of the Reformation later this month – we felt that it 
was timely to review the 5 Solas – because they are another way of framing the very 
gospel we love. 
 
The 5 Solas are: 
 

 
 
Sola Scriptura 
 
Sola Gratia 
Sola Fide 
Solus Christus 
 
And Soli Deo Gloria 
 
Or if your Latin is a bit rusty – in English – the 5 Alones. 
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Based On Scripture Alone. 
 
By Grace Alone – Through Faith Alone – In Christ Alone 
 
To the Glory Of God Alone. 
 
Foundational, unalterable, unshakeable truths that define the heart of what we believe. 
 
What you are going to hear in this series is this: 
 

 
 
We lose the good news unless Scripture alone is the foundation of our salvation. 

We lose the good news unless Scripture 
Alone is the foundation of our salvation. 

We lose the good news unless Grace Alone is 
the basis of our salvation. 

We lose the good news unless Faith Alone is 
the means of our salvation. 

We lose the good news unless Christ Alone is 
the source of our salvation. 

We lose the good news unless God’s Glory 
Alone is the purpose of our salvation.
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We lose the good news unless Grace alone is the basis of our salvation. 
  
We lose the good news unless Faith alone is the means of our salvation. 
 
We lose the good news unless Christ alone is the source of our salvation. 
  
We lose the good news unless God’s Glory alone is the purpose of our salvation. 
 
You probably noticed that the key word is: 
 
ALONE. 
 
This morning – I have the privilege of sharing with you the foundational truth of sola 
gratia – grace alone. 
 

 
 
We lose the good news unless Grace Alone is the basis of our salvation. 
 
This is a truth I would die for. 
 
I would not die just to say grace is a necessary part of salvation – but I would die to 
say that salvation – the good news – is only possible based on grace – alone. 
 
Why is this such a big deal? Isn’t it nit-picking? 
 
Many have wondered – so what if the Catholics and Mormons and others say – we 
are saved by grace and works. 
 
Can my works actually negate the saving work of God’s grace? 
 

We lose the good news 
unless Grace Alone is the 

basis of our salvation



 6 

If we accept Christ’s gift of grace – aren’t we saved whether we add a few works on 
top or not? 
 
Isn’t it OK to cover every base. 
 
I make sure I accept the gift of grace in Christ – pleasing Luther. 
 
I make sure I strive for a few works – baptism, Lord’s Supper, giving some money, 
attending some services – pleasing the Pope. 
 
Surely whoever is right – I’m covered? 
 
For some it is like crossing a ravine – and there are two ropes side by side. 
 
One of them will hold you and get you safely across and the other won’t. 
 
So, they argue – hold onto both ropes and one will get you across. 
 
No! Paul is adamant. If you hold on to both – the works in one rope will corrupt the 
grace in the other and you won’t get across. You will be lost. 
 
Any works at all is poison to grace. 
 
You can’t have both. You have to choose one way or the other – grace alone or grace 
and works. 
 
And if you chose grace plus works – the works actually destroys the grace – rendering 
salvation impossible. 
 
To help us think this through – we first need to ask – what is grace? 
 
Putting it simply: 
 
Grace is love toward someone who deserves justice. 
 
Often grace is defined this way. 
 
Grace is love toward someone who does not deserve it. 
 
But I want to tell you that grace is actually far greater than that. 
 
Grace is not just seeing someone begging on the street and giving them some money. 
 
Grace is that beggar beating you and stealing from you – and what they deserve is 
prison – but you forgive them and invite them to be part of your family. 
 
They deserve justice – to serve the rest of their days in prison. They do not deserve 
grace. 
 
However, in terms of God – the Bible speaks of grace in two ways. 
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Common Grace is the general love of God to a world that deserves justice. 
 
When Adam rebelled against God – the justice of God and the holiness of God 
screamed – incinerate the lot. 
 
It is not just that Adam didn’t deserve grace – he deserved wrath. Destroy the heavens, 
the earth and all mankind. 
 
But the love of God – manifested itself in the grace of God. The world wasn’t destroyed. 
God preserved it and protected it. He showed grace to all mankind. 
 
He sent rain and seasons and food to eat. 
 
God also provided grace for men and women in other ways. He gave us a conscience 
and He established families and governments to provide restraints on our sin and 
provide environments for us to thrive. 
 
The fact that we have civilisations and medicine and haven’t wiped each other off the 
face of the earth is due entirely to the common grace of God. 
 
So common grace is the general grace of God shown to every man, woman and child. 
 
However, when we speak of sola gratia – grace alone – it refers to another kind of 
grace – saving grace. 
 

 
 
Saving Grace is the directed love of God to sinners who deserve justice. 
 
It is called by many terms – electing grace, special grace, saving grace. 
 
This is only directed to those God chooses.  

Grace is love toward someone who 
deserves justice. 

Common Grace is the general love of 
God to a world that deserves justice. 

Saving Grace is the directed love of God 
to sinners who deserve justice.
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We richly deserve hell – every one of us. 
 
But instead of hell – God has chosen to bestow His saving grace on those He calls – 
a gift that makes them His child for all eternity. 
 
In his Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem, refers to grace as “God’s goodness 
toward those who deserve only punishment.” 
 
I first encountered the truth of this grace 36 years ago. It still blows my mind how 
amazing grace is. 
 
You see it is not that we fail to make the grade and God adds a few percent to our tally 
of good works to get us across the line. 
 
No – we have 0% good works. Every work we have ever done is corrupted, flawed 
and any one of them would render us eternally guilty. 
 
In His grace, God replaces every single corrupt work with the perfect works of Christ. 
We now have the only acceptable grade – 100% perfect works. This is something we 
could never deserve. 
 
There are so many passages we could look at to show the truth of grace alone. 
Galatians 3 is one. 2 Timothy 1 is another. 
 
But there is a standout passage – one I love and I know you do too. Ephesians 2:1-
10. 
 
Here we find the truths of grace: 
 
First – Grace Alone must be the basis of our salvation because: 
 

We are born spiritually dead. 
 
Ephesians 2:1–3:  
 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you previously walked 
according to the ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the 
air, the spirit now working in the disobedient. We too all previously lived among 
them in our fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our flesh and 
thoughts, and we were by nature children under wrath as the others were also.  

 
You know what? – if there is one thing about Paul – he never sugar coats it. 
 
This is us. Ugly, twisted, perverted – us. 
 
Spiritually dead, walking in the ways of the world, in the realm of Satan, disobedient, 
doing what our flesh desires in action and thought – and at birth were under God’s 
wrath. 
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That is about as ugly as it gets. 
 
Paul starts in verse 1 – saying – you – you Gentiles are like this. 
 
Then in verse 3 he says – Oh and in case you missed it we Jews are exactly the same. 
 
Everyone is like this. 
 
As a parent it is very tempting to think no we are not. We look at our newborn baby 
and think they are so innocent and perfect. 
 
And when we start to see corruption – disobedience, rebellion, sin – it is easy to think 
– wow the world is corrupting my innocent little child. 
 
Then if we look at our child in their late teens and early twenties in full blown rebellion 
– drugs, promiscuity, rejecting everything we ever taught them – we might think that 
the world corrupted them. They began to die and at some point they became spiritually 
dead. 
 
No! If you look at verse 3. 
 

We were by nature children under wrath. 
 
The word nature – phusis – refers to how we were born. It is how Paul uses this in 
other places – like Galatians 2:15. 
 
You didn’t become corrupt – you were born corrupt. 
 
The idea is the same as David in Psalm 51:5:  
 

Indeed, I was guilty when I was born; I was sinful when my mother conceived 
me.  

 
The Bible is clear – we didn’t become corrupt – we were born corrupt. “We are not 
sinners because we sin. We sin because we are sinners.” 
 
We were not alive once and became dead – we were born dead. 
 
Dead in our trespasses and sins. 
 
It is not just that we are in spiritual intensive care and need a divine physician. 
 
We are dead and need a flat out miracle. 
 
We are dead in two ways. 
 

1. We are unconcerned about spiritual life. 
 
God, holiness, eternity are dead to us. We don’t want them. 
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The world and its pleasures are what drew us and what we longed to walk in. 
 
We loved the ways of the ruler of the power of the air. The air is the place we live in 
on this world. And Satan is the one calling out to us. His spirit called to the disobedient 
ones. 
 
Gold, glory, girls. 
 
Silver, self, sex. 
 
Lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, lust of the world. 
 
However you want to classify them – this is what drove us. This is what we lived for. 
 
I want to be my own God. I want to worship the great God – me. 
 
If Satan is the way to do that – great. 
 
If the world is the way to do that – great. 
 
All that matters is me. 
 
Most of us don’t say that – or even think that – but Paul is absolutely right – that was 
us. Totally depraved. 
 
Nothing in us says – I want holiness, I want God to have the glory, I want to walk in 
His ways, I want to put off sin. 
 
When I first heard the gospel, this was a huge stumbling block for me. I didn’t just like 
my sin – I loved it. I had no desire to turn from my sin. 
 
After I heard the gospel – yes I wanted sin and eternal life. But when I realised that it 
was one or the other – truth is I wanted to take the bird in the hand – I wanted to take 
my sin thank you very much. 
 
I would have rather gained the world – even at the cost of my soul. I was so spiritually 
blind and happily blind. 
 
By myself – I would not choose God. 
 
Spiritually dead also means: 
 

2. We are unable to find spiritual life. 
 
Here is the difference between spiritual sickness and spiritual death. 
 
If you are sick – you can do something about it. Take medicine. Lose weight. Start 
exercising. 
 
If you are dead – you can’t do anything. 
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I’ve operated on some very sick people. But as a doctor, unfortunately I have also 
seen dead people. 
 
There is a big difference. If you do not know the difference between sick and dead – 
talk to me. 
 
When Lazarus was in the tomb – dead, rotting – he couldn’t do a thing to change the 
fact that he was dead. 
 
He couldn’t participate in helping revive himself. He couldn’t move a muscle. In fact 
his muscles were in rigor mortis and beginning to decay. 
 
And even if he could move – no man is capable of doing anything that undoes death. 
Dead is dead. 
 
So, spiritually dead means you don’t really care about salvation and you can’t aid in 
salvation. 
 
And worst of all – dead means we are children under wrath. 
 
It is not just that grace is undeserved. It is that we actually deserve wrath. 
 
We have sinned against the only perfect being – we have rebelled against the 
goodness and holiness of God. 
 
Justice has spoken – the full wrath of an infinite being should be poured out on us for 
all eternity. That is what we deserve. 
 
This is one reason why the idea of grace plus works is wrong. 
 
If you are hoping your works can help you – you are hoping a dead man can help bring 
himself to life. 
 
You are putting your hope in something that is completely impossible. 
 
Second – Grace Alone must be the basis of our salvation because: 
 

God alone can make us live. 
 
Ephesians 2:4–7:  
 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, 
made us alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are 
saved by grace! He also raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavens in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might display the 
immeasurable riches of his grace through his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  

 
When Lazarus was rotting in the tomb – he had one hope. 
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Lazarus needed God to call – Lazarus – come out! 
 
God needed to make him live. 
 
I’m sure you have heard the saying – God helps those who help themselves. 
 
That is anti-biblical. 
 
God helps us because we are absolutely incapable of helping ourselves. 
 
It is said that the two words that begin verse 4 are the two greatest words in Scripture. 
But God. I agree. 
 
Here we were – dead – uncaring and unable – and God intervened. 
 
In James 4:6 – James says God gives greater grace – literally – mega grace. 
 
His grace is greater than our blindness, our pride, our resistance, our sin – even 
greater than our spiritual death. 
 
Salvation is all of God. Our part is simply to have sinned and failed at every point. He 
initiated it and He put it within us. 
 
Why would God save sinners? 
 
That is a great question. 
 
Yes – God is holy. God is just. His holiness and justice demand that those dead in 
trespasses suffer His infinite wrath. 
 
But God is also rich in mercy and a being of infinite love. 
 
So, even though we are dead – even though we deserve wrath – He makes us alive. 
He gives us spiritual life. 
 
How? – By Grace God satisfies both His justice and His love. 
 
Let me be clear. When we are talking about saving grace – sometimes we might think 
of this gift of some divine substance – grace. 
 
Some traditions feed this by saying the sacraments impart grace. Some spiritual 
energy that saves. 
 
But, Grace is a gift – but it is ultimately the gift of a person. 
 
Titus 2:11:  
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation. 
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God’s saving grace came in the form of a person – Jesus – with a purpose – to bring 
salvation. 
 
The gift of life comes wrapped in flesh. 
 
How does Jesus save us? 
 
Made alive with – is all one word. 
 
What is not clear in our English translations is what this means. 
 
Made alive with Christ – can sound like Paul is saying – just as God made Christ alive 
– so He will also make us alive. 
 
No! This is a compound word and the first part of it is – sun – with. 
 
What this means is we are made alive by being united with Christ. 
 
Theologians call this union with Christ in His death and resurrection – The Great 
Exchange. 
 
Put simply – we are united with Christ both as He suffers and dies on the cross and 
as He rises victorious from the dead. 
 
Because we are in Christ – the righteous wrath of God falls from heaven upon Him – 
and satisfies the justice and holiness of God. 
 
My filth, my sins, my rebellion – all consumed at the cross. 
 
Colossians 2:13–14:  
 

And I, who was dead in my trespasses and the uncircumcision of my flesh, God 
made alive together with Him, having forgiven me all my trespasses, by 
cancelling the record of debt that stood against me with its legal demands. This 
He set aside, nailing it to the cross.  

 
And of course, there is the other side of the great exchange. 
 
When you were getting ready this morning and looked in the mirror you saw – you. 
The you that this very week lied, lusted, was dissatisfied, ungrateful, failed to share or 
worship or love. 
 
And this was a probably good week. 
 
But that is not what God sees. 
 
He looks and sees Christ – He sees Christ in you. 
 
Perfect life, no record of debt, no transgressions. 
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And how does this union occur? 
 
Paul says – it comes by grace – you are saved by grace through faith – that unites us 
with Christ. 
 
You didn’t earn it. You weren’t better than anyone else. You were not united with Christ 
by keeping the Law and by doing works. 
 
It is a gift. 
 
In His infinite grace, mercy and love God has decreed – those He chooses will receive 
grace and be united with Him – and live. 
 

This the power of the cross: 
Christ became sin for us, 
Took the blame, bore the wrath; 
We stand forgiven at the cross.  

 
And that is also why – when Christ rises from the dead and is seated in the heavens 
– we are with him. 
 
Again it is not clear in our translations but – raised and seated are also compound 
words beginning with – sun. 
 
We are united with Him in His rising and in His sitting. 
 
Now have not literally died and been raised to the heavenlies and been seated – yet 
– but spiritually we have – in Christ – and this means it is certain that when we die – 
we will rise and be with Christ and be seated with Him. 
 
It is so certain that Paul can speak of them as having already happened. 
 
We rise with Christ and we are seated in the heavenlies with Him. 
 
We understand rising with Christ – resurrection – but what does it mean to be seated 
in the heavens in Christ? Hebrews tells us. 
 
Hebrews 1:3:  
 

After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high. 

 
Hebrews 10:10–14:  
 

We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all time. Every priest stands day after day ministering and offering the same 
sacrifices time after time, which can never take away sins. But this man, after 
offering one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God. He is 
now waiting until his enemies are made his footstool. For by one offering he 
has perfected forever those who are sanctified. 
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Taking a seat in the heavenlies might not sound like Jesus is doing much. 
 
But, when you read through Hebrews the point is clear. Being seated in the heavens 
declares that His saving work is done. Nothing more is necessary. 
 
Jesus is signifying that His death paid for every sin – past, present and future. 
 
Being seated with Christ is a declaration that the work of saving us is finished. 
 
This means that nothing I do today or tomorrow can add to the finished work of Christ. 
 
But we still want to try. 
 
The Jews sacrificed every day, every year – because the blood of bulls and goats 
could not take away sin. 
 
Even today the deep desire of the Jews is to rebuild the Temple to make a sacrifice 
for sin. 
 
The Catholic Church also misunderstands the work of Jesus. They re-sacrifice Jesus 
at every mass. 
 
Even some Christians miss this. They keep trying to earn His favour. They sin and 
think they have to do something to help pay for new sins. 
 
But Jesus paid it all and once and for all. It is finished. 
 
And because He did it all – we become a trophy of grace. 
 
Verse 7: 
 

So that in the coming ages he might display the immeasurable riches of his 
grace through his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

 
For all eternity – every angel and every saint will look at us and shake their heads. 
 
We deserve to be in hell. We deserve wrath for all eternity. 
 
But we will be there – bearing the righteousness of Christ – enjoying the bliss of 
eternity – for all the ages to come – so that every being will know the immeasurable 
riches of God’s grace as shown in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
 
We are immortal trophies of the power and extent of God’s grace. 
 
And because we were dead, there was nothing we did or could have done to bring 
about our salvation – God alone can make us live. 
 
Third – Grace Alone must be the basis of our salvation because: 
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Grace has to be a divine gift. 
 
Ephesians 2:8–9:  
 

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is 
God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.  

 
Here is he thing about a gift – you don’t earn it – otherwise it would be wages, reward, 
merit. 
 
But everything inside us says – eternal life – as a gift – that is too good to be true. 
 
We live in meritocracy. That seems fair. 
 
You get into university based on your school rank. 
 
You get employed based on your skills. 
 
You get promoted based on your performance. 
 
In general, those above us got there by merit and if they got there some other way we 
feel aggrieved. 
 
Our society says you can pull yourself up by your bootstraps and think that is a good 
thing. 
 
But, Paul is clear – salvation cannot be based on merit. It can only be based on grace. 
 
We have an issue with this because it just doesn’t seem right. 
 
If a criminal brutally murdered a child and the parent said – I forgive them – I don’t 
want them to face punishment – and what is more I want to give them my house and 
car – we would think that parent had some mental impairment and needs help. 
 
Justice wants that criminal to spend every day in jail on bread and water. They have 
to pay for their crime. 
 
Here is the thing – you and I – we can’t pay for our crime. 
 

Not the labours of my hands 
Can fulfil thy law's demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 

 
If you suffered in hell forever – you would not wipe the smallest sin off your ledger. 
 
Why? Because you and I have sinned against an infinitely holy being. 
 



 17 

Jonathan Edwards said it better than I can: 
 

The crime of one being despising and casting contempt on another is 
proportionately more or less heinous, as he was under greater or lesser 
obligations to obey him. And therefore if there be any being that we are under 
infinite obligation to love, and honour, and obey, the contrary towards him must 
be infinitely faulty. 
 
Our obligation to love, honour and obey any being is in proportion to his 
loveliness, honourableness and authority ... But God is a being infinitely lovely, 
because He hath infinite excellence and beauty ... 
 
So sin against God, being a violation of infinite obligations must be a crime 
infinitely heinous, and so deserving infinite punishment ... The eternity of the 
punishment of ungodly men renders it infinite ... and therefore renders it no 
more than proportionable to the heinousness of what they are guilty of.1 

 
Let me see if I can explain that. 
 
The greater the worth of someone you sin against – the greater the punishment. 
 
If you throw an egg at me – the police will say – sorry about that but we have murderers 
to track down. 
 
Throw an egg at Scott Morrison and you may well go to jail. 
 
Throw an egg at Donald Trump and you may be shot by the Secret Service there and 
then. 
 
But, a sin against an infinite being deserves an infinite punishment. 
 
What could you or I do that would impress God or pay in any way for what we have 
done to Him? How do you erase an infinite debt? 
 
You can’t. 
 
It took an infinite sacrifice – the sacrifice of an infinite being – to save us from God’s 
wrath. That is how terrible our sin is – that to save us – it cost God his Son. 
 
But here is the wonder – though I thoroughly deserve hell – though you deserve hell 
– though we all deserve hell – richly and thoroughly deserve hell – God in His glory 
and love has given us a way out. 
 
GRACE. 
 
By grace, through faith, in Christ. 
 

 
1 “The Justice of God in the Damnation of Sinners,” The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Vol. 1, (Edinburgh: 
Banner of Truth Trust, 1995 orig. 1834), p. 669. 
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We lose the good news unless grace alone is the basis of our salvation. 
  
We lose the good news unless faith alone is the means of our salvation. 
 
We lose the good news unless Christ alone is the source of our salvation. 
 
Nothing about our salvation emanates from us. 
 
Not one work we ever do is counted on the ledger that earns us salvation. 
 
No one – I say again – no one – in eternity will call out – Hey Archangel Gabriel – I 
hope you noticed – yes I’m a trophy of grace – but hey check the books – I also have 
a fairly good resume of works that showed I deserve a bit of this. 
 
You don’t want any of your works on your books. 
 
Every work we have ever done has been tainted – they are corrupt. 
 
One tainted work is enough to thoroughly earn hell – forever. 
 
When heaven and earth pass away and the books are opened. 
 
When the books of divine merit – keep the Law and live – when they are opened – the 
last thing I ever want to see is any work there labelled Craig Lloyd. Every work of mine 
is tainted, poisonous, impure. One of my works – just one – would damn me forever. 
 
The only thing I want to see is – by order of the Almighty – the works of Christ are 
gifted to the sinner Craig Lloyd. His debt is paid in full. 
 
Grace has to be a divine gift. 
 
Fourth – Grace Alone must be the basis of our salvation because: 
 



 19 

 
 

Works are fruits not means. 
 
Ephesians 2:10:  
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared ahead of time for us to do.  

 
So what is the place of works? 
 
They have a place – a crucial place. 
 
But not as a means of salvation. Why? 
 
Listen to what Paul said in Galatians 3:10:  
 

For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, because it is written, 
Everyone who does not do everything written in the book of the law is 
cursed.  

 
Because the Law is an expression of God’s character – it means that unless we are 
perfect – without sin – unless we do everything written in the Book of the Law – we 
are under the curse of a holy God. 
 
If you are going to rely on works of the Law to get you to heaven – you better bring it 
– because the standard is perfection. 
 
You better be ready to keep every single command. 
 
If you break the Law at any point you have fallen short of the standard and the full 
penalties of the Law will fall on you. 
 



 20 

If you live your 80 years – conception to death – without sin – no lying, no envy, no 
lust, no anger – always making the godly choice – never losing it. If you are completely 
perfect – welcome to heaven. 
 
The justice and holiness of God will not be offended by your life – you qualify. 
 
The problem as Paul points out is that no one qualifies. All have sinned and fallen 
short. 
 
Leviticus 18:5 tells us that the way to life is to keep every single decree – and sorry to 
say – no one can do that. 
 
Psalm 14:2–3:  
 

The LORD looks down from heaven on the human race to see if there is one 
who is wise, one who seeks God. All have turned away; all alike have become 
corrupt. There is no one who does good, not even one.  

 
Not even one! 
 
God looks down at all these men and women trying to be good enough to please Him 
– and God’s verdict is – you all fail – no one is good – not even one! 
 
We are all little sin factories. 
 
Lie there. Lust there. Greed there. Anger there. 
 
And despite all of this – our deceptive hearts keep telling ourselves – you are better 
than most – don’t worry I think you are good enough – I think you deserve heaven. 
 
No you don’t! 
 
Jesus said that you have to be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
He said your righteousness – your holiness – your Law keeping had to be beyond that 
of any Scribe or Pharisees. Wow! These are the men who devoted their life to knowing 
the Law and keeping the Law. They tithed the herbs they grew! 
 
And they didn’t make it. 
 
That is why Paul can confidently say – no one is justified by works of the Law – 
because no one can meet God’s standard. 
 
So what is the place of works? 
 
They are fruit. 
 
God does want us to produce good works – but not as a means of salvation but out of 
gratitude and obedience – because we want to glorify God. 
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They are evidence God is at work in you. 
 
Let me sum this up. 
 
Here is the problem – when you add to the gospel – you don’t improve it. 
 
You destroy it by addition. 
 
2 Timothy 1:9 is a fascinating verse:  
 

He has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ 
Jesus before time began.  

 
Notice that God determined who would be saved and called – before time began. 
 
Obviously that is before Adam, you or I had ever done one work. 
 
The purpose and grace of God would save us entirely based on the works decreed for 
Christ to do. 
 
Salvation would be 100% Christ’s work. Nothing of us. 
 
That is why in Galatians Paul can say Abraham’s could be saved based on the promise 
of God that Christ would save – before the Law was even given. 
 
His salvation was based on the work of Christ – not anything in the Law. 
 
In the same way, our salvation is not based in any way on our works – but entirely on 
Christ’s perfect work. 
 
Titus 3:4–5:  
 

But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love for mankind appeared, 
he saved us—not by works of righteousness that we had done, but 
according to his mercy.  

 
Add any of our tainted, imperfect, unacceptable works into the mix and all we are is 
unrighteous – we are guilty, lost – children of wrath. 
 
It is like adding a drop of poison. 
 
I want to summarise the message this morning. 
 
From eternity past God knew exactly what lay ahead. 
 
He knew Adam would fall. 
 
He knew after Adam fell – all of us – every man, woman and child would be utterly 
incapable of keeping the demands of His Law or doing anything to satisfy justice. 
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We could never meet the standard of His holiness – not for a moment. 
 
God knew if anyone was going to be saved – He would have to do it all. 
 
And since we can’t earn it – that salvation would have to come as a gift. 
 
He would have to send His Son to live a perfect life. 
 
He would have to decree that by grace through faith we can unite with Christ in His 
death and in His resurrection. 
 
And here is how gracious this whole plan is. 
 
God knew that we would be so spiritually dead – forget doing any works – not even 
one of us could muster up enough faith to be saved – so our passage here in 
Ephesians 2 tells us that even the faith that unleashes salvation has to be a gift from 
God. 
 
God lovingly does it all – that is why it is – grace alone. 
 
But then – some want to say – Oh – but I can improve on that plan. 
 
I think my pathetic works are worthy to add to the perfection of Christ’s work on the 
cross. 
 
A little cherry on the top of the Christ sundae. 
 
Surely it will help if I add a few hail Marys, or my baptism, or refraining from doing 
anything Sunday afternoon. 
 
Paul weeps – I weep – that is the height of pride and foolishness. It destroys grace. 
 
We celebrate the Reformation – not because they discovered some new truth. They 
just recovered an old truth – one settled before time began. 
 
If our salvation is not based on grace alone – there is no good news – it is all bad 
news. There is no salvation – only condemnation. 
 
If there is anything of us in the mix – we are doomed. 
 
But fortunately, the gospel is glorious. 
 
When you get to heaven – who will you see there? 
 
I’ll tell you – a group of murderous, adulterous, greedy, wretches – saved by grace 
alone. 
 
How does a murderer get into heaven? Ask Paul the murderer – by grace alone. 
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How does an adulterer get into heaven? Ask David the adulterer – by grace alone. 
 
How does an anyone get into heaven? Ask Craig the sinner – by grace alone. 
 
Grace is a free gift – based on the perfect work of Christ – and that is sufficient. 
 
Grace alone unites us to Christ in His death and resurrection and makes us live. 
 
This union satisfies the demands of God’s Law. 
 
Our salvation from the wrath of God is because of something good in God, and not 
because of anything good in us. 
 
We don’t have to earn God’s favour – it is freely given. Your works are not and can 
never be good enough – but Christ’s are. 
 
And so – by grace – through faith – in the work of Christ – we live. 
 
So on those days when our faith waivers – and it does – and we wonder – am I saved? 
 
We remember – if even one of my works was in the mix – I would be lost – but praise 
God – it is all of Christ – and this is the reason that we can know Jesus will lose none 
of all that the Father has given to Him, but raise us up at the last day as a trophy of 
grace. 
 
Because we are saved by grace and grace alone. 
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Grace Alone 
(Ephesians 2:1-10 October 11, 2020) 

 
Main Point: We lose the good news unless Grace alone is the basis of our 
salvation. 
 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. What are the 5 Solas and why are they important? 

 
2. Why does adding anything to the gospel destroy the gospel? What is wrong with 

adding works to grace? 
 
3. What is the difference between saying – we are saved by grace – and we are saved 

by grace alone? Why is the difference crucial? 
 
4. How would you define saving grace? 

 
5. Why is grace not just something we don’t deserve – but something amazing we 

get when we actually deserve justice and punishment? 
 

6. What does it mean that we are born spiritually dead? What is ‘total depravity’? 
 

7. Are we born like this or do we become like this? 
 

8. Why can we not help ourselves spiritually in any way? 
 
9. How does uniting with Christ in His death and resurrection actually save us? 

 
10. Why must this salvation be all of God? 

 
11. Why do we have nothing to boast in? 

 
12. Why are our works tainted and corrupt? Why does adding them to grace actually 

destroy grace? Why can works not help our salvation? 
 

13. What is the place of works in relation to our salvation? 
 

14. How does 2 Timothy 1:9 help us see that our works cannot possibly play a role in 
our salvation ? 

 
 
 
Application Questions: 
 
1. How would you articulate the gospel? What do you need to communicate to get 

the gospel across to someone? 
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2. How would you answer a Catholic who says our works are added to grace to save 
us? 

 
3. How does the truth of grace alone help us with assurance of salvation? 
 
4. What is your attitude to works – how are they going in your life? 
 


