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Unconditional Election: TULIP 

Intro to Series 

Now, I’m not sure what comes into your mind when you hear the word Calvinism.  

For some it brings to mind that weird, bearded friend on Facebook who makes to like 
long-winded rants about other people’s theological ponderings. 

For others, the topic of free will and the thought of people being automated robots 
comes into your mind. 

For other still, there is a genuine inquisitiveness, a healthy curiosity, or possibly a 
healthy degree of skepticism. 

Its our hope, that as we work our way through these doctrines that you would not only 
come to see them as biblical, but that they would also fuel your love for our Gracious 
God and King. 

I agree with Charles Spurgeon who once wrote “I preach the doctrines of Augustine, 
of Calvin, of Paul and of the Holy spirit.  I preach the doctrines of grace, because I 
believe them to be true; because I see them in the Scriptures; because my experience 
endears them to me; and because I see the holy result of them in the lives of 
believers.” 1 

Now before we get into our sermon this morning, it will be helpful to give a bit of recap 
or possibly an introduction to how we arrived at the doctrines of Calvinism. 

I could stand here for the next 20 minutes going through church history, but that may 
bore some of you, and I won’t be allowed back in weeks to come. So, I think it’s best 
to give you the ultra-short version. 

In the 16th century there arose a controversy in the church in holland that resulted in 
a group of protestant Christians called Arminians (named after Jacob Arminius) 
breaking away from the Reformed church. 

They took issue with the Reformed church and how they understood God’s 
sovereignty in Salvation. So they drafted up a new creed with Five Articles.  

The Five Articles of Arminianism could be summed up like this; 

[DP] 

Partial Depravity  People can desire God because God freed their will 

Conditional Election  God chooses because we choose 

Unlimited Atonement  Christ died to offer payment for the sins of everyone 

Resistible Grace  The Spirit’s love can be resisted by us 

Dependence on the Saints Salvation can be lost because of us 

Potential Security 

 
1 C. H. Spurgeon’s Autobiography, Compiles from His Diary, Letters, and Records, by His Wife and His Private 
Secretary, 1834-1854, vol.2 (Chicago: Curts & Jennings, 1898), 87. 
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These five articles of Arminianism required a thought through and biblical response 
from Reformed Calvinistic Protestants. 

They responded with that has historically been known as the Canons (or principles) 
of Dort. 

And from the very beginning we learned that Calvinist love to write.  They responded 
with a 59 article document which systematically debated each article of that Arminians 
put forth. 

And because we like you and we want you to come back next week.  We decided that 
it wouldn’t be helpful to have a 59 part sermon series. Instead we thought we would 
use the summarized version which is best explained using the Acronym T.U.L.I.P 

[DP] 

Total Depravity  People will never desire God unless God first changes their heart  

Unconditional Election   God chooses because He chooses  

Limited Atonement   Christ died as payment for the sins of His people  

Irresistible Grace   The Spirit’s love overcomes our resistance to Him   

Perseverance of the Saints   Salvation cannot be lost because of God   

So, each week for the next four weeks we, as a church network will be working our 
way through one of these doctrines. 

[DP] 

My task this morning is preach on the doctrine of Unconditional Election.  

Now its worth saying this now.  Grace Bible Church has always welcomed questions 
and people seeking clarity and we will continue to welcome it. 

But some questions that are asked now, may be explained in future sermons, so can 
I encourage you.  Write down your questions, keep them in a safe spot. Then as we 
work our way through the sermon series, you may find that some of your questions 
are answered elsewhere. 

I only say that, because when I preached this sermon at Logan last week, I found the 
topic of Calvinism raised so many questions and I found myself saying time and time 
again, I’m sure that will be dealt with in detail throughout the series. 

So, I encourage you, follow along with us, write down questions and ask them when 
required.   

Let pray.  
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Sermon Start 

Well, there have been two topics which have dominated our News Feeds or our 
Facebook pages over the last 6-12 months.  

The first of course is the Coronavirus. 

But the second is the topic of the U.S Election. 

Republican vs Democrat. Trump Vs Biden.  Pence Vs Harris.  Pro-life vs Pro-Choice.  
And the list goes on. 

The purpose of bringing this up is not to comment so much on what is happening in 
the United States but rather highlight the emotion and controversy that has 
surrounded this election. 

This election has been dominated by a passionate and emotion filled desire for 
Justice, for fairness, for equal opportunity and of course freedom and free speech. 

[DP] 

It has been the cause of not simply discussion.  But rather heated debate, violence, 
and even death. 

And I can’t help but draw some parallels between the Emotion and controversy that 
has surrounded the U.S election with the Emotion and Controversy that often comes 
when talking about God’s Sovereign and Unconditional Election. 

See often when people talk about the doctrine of Unconditional election people get a 
little bit passionate and emotional.  

And what tends to happen is a simple conversation about passages in the bible turns 
into a heated and often nasty debate about the nature and character of God. 

Well, this morning, I want to say up front.  We don’t condone the use of violence here 
at GBC.  I don’t want to start any Riots this morning.  So if you are hiding your home 
made signs and tear gas under your chairs, please refrain from using them this 
morning.   

Because the truth is, when correctly understood the doctrine of unconditional election 
should not result in Christians being “prideful combative bigoted Know it alls” who 
want to start arguments everywhere. 

Rather, when correctly understood the doctrine of unconditional election should result 
in a Christian being a “humble, thankful, holy and Gospel minded follower of Christ. 

When correctly understood the doctrine of unconditional election points us to the 
Loving & Free nature of our all sovereign and good God.  

Now I’m sure that there are some here this morning wondering:  

[DP] 

What is the Doctrine of Unconditional Election?  What does Unconditional Election 
Teach? 
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The doctrine of unconditional election teaches that God, in his infinite and eternal 
wisdom, out of the good pleasure of his will, chose in Christ, before the foundation of 
the world, some to everlasting glory.  Without any thing being found in them worthy of 
his choice. 

[DP] 

This is why, we chose to summerise the doctrine of Unconditional Election with the 
simple phrase: God Chooses, because he Chooses.   

But this morning I want to spend some more time unpacking more of the wonderful 
truths that stand behind this summary. 

And so, the Big idea behind Unconditional Election and behind our sermon this 
morning is this:  

[DP] 

God chooses us in Love, for His good purposes, to display His Glory. 

To help us work through this big idea we are simply going to break down those three 
statements into points. 

God chooses us in Love, for His Good purposes, to display His Glory. 

Before we move on to our first point, I want to talk about this little 
word “Choose.”   

It’s worth talking about, because as people, the truth is, we like choice, don’t we? 
Some of us may not like making choices at times, but we like the idea of choices.  

I like making choices.  Which is good because life is made up of choices. 

Most of us get to decide what we will eat for lunch today. 

Most of us got to decide this morning what clothes we put on for church. 

Most will stand at a takeaway shop looking at the menu, not because we are going to 
order something different, but just because we like having the choice. 

There is something about making choices that just feels right.  We like having choice. 

You know what, I don’t think we simply just like making choices, I think most of us 
love making choices.   

I know this because when our choices are taken away from us, we become frustrated. 
We become annoyed and irritable.  

It is estimated that the average adult makes somewhere between 15 to 35 thousand 
decisions every day.  

In a lifetime, that is over 438 million decisions.  

We make decisions all the time, so much so that some of you are wondering whether 
you should believe me or not.  Add that one to the list. 

And so we see in life there are choices that we can make.  
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But although we like making choices we also see in live that there are choices that 
we cannot make.  

We could not choose when we were going to be born.  We could not choose who our 
parents were, or who our siblings are. 

We could not choose the colour of our eyes. 

So we have choices we CAN make and choices we CANNOT make. 

But those aren’t the only two categories of choices that we experience in life. 

When we start to look into the truths of the scriptures and the reality of our own hearts, 
we begin to realise something. 

There a also choices that we WILL NOT MAKE. 

Man in his natural, depraved, and sinful state.  With his nature consumed and 
controlled by his desire for sin, will not choose God.  

In our natural state, our hearts are so damaged, so inclined towards evil, towards sin, 
that we neither want to, desire to, or even think to, choose God. 

People left in their natural state are under the power of Sin. 

We know this because we read passages like Romans 3:10-12 which tells us. 

[DP] 
10There is no one righteous, not even one. 
11 There is no one who understands; 
there is no one who seeks God. 
12 All have turned away; 
all alike have become worthless. 
There is no one who does what is good, 
not even one.  
 

[DP] 

We read passages like Jeremiah 17:9 which tell us that our hearts are deceitful things, 
seeking to allure us from the things of God to the things of man. 

We read passages like Genesis 6:5 and Gen 9:21 which remind us that the intentions 
of the human heart, even from our youth, are directed towards evil.  

We could go on and on with passage after passage. 

But its not just the scriptures which teach us this truth. 

We know from our own experience that our motives are not always pure, our actions 
are often tainted with selfish motives, and our pride always wants a seat at the head 
of the table. 

We are, left in our fallen states, followers of this world.  We choose evil over good, 
wrong over right, and darkness over light.  
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I’m sure some of you are sitting there thinking.  Yes, I know I know. I listened to Rhoi 
speak about that last week.  We really are evil.  We are lost.  I know I know. 

But we must, before we understand the true nature of God’s unconditional election 
paint an honest and biblical portrait of our natural selves. 

Its only when we get a full understanding of our darkness, of the true state of man, 
can we see truly how great, how majestic, how wonderful, and beautiful the grace of 
God in our election truly is. 

The true picture of man not only sounds sad and depressing.  It is! Sad and 
Depressing. But it’s only half of the story. 

There is but one hope left for mankind. 

That God in his infinite wisdom and love would choose them.   After choosing them, 
he would call them to himself, renew their hearts through the power of His Spirit and 
Justify them through the work of His Son. 

To best understand the unconditional election of God, we must seek to grasp 
the God of our unconditional election. 

To do this, let us look now at our first point.  

[DP] 

God Chooses us in Love 

If you have your bibles, can I encourage you to have them open at Ephesians 1. 

As we read, if you are reading along in the CSB you’ll notice I prefer the alternate 
reading of verse 4 & 5 so my reading will reflect that.   

If you are new to Christianity or New to the Bible.  The New Testament that we read 
in English was originally written in Greek.  And in the Greek New Testament text, there 
is no punctuation so at times you will see a different reading of certain passages based 
on the interpretation of the Translation board. 

You’ll notice this down in the foot notes at the bottom of the page if you were 
wondering. 

As we continue my reasons me preferring this alternate reading will become clear.  

Paul begins his letter with his usual introduction.  He tells them his name and greets 
them in the name of God.  Then he says this in verse 3. 
3 Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavens in Christ.  

Paul opens our passage blessing God the Father. 

He Blesses God the Father for the Salvation that he has given to us through God the 
Son. 

After declaring praises and blessings to God He reminds his readers in Ephesus that 
they are also recipients of blessings.  They have been blessed with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavens in Christ. 
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If we continue reading the rest of Paul’s letter we learn that, for Paul, it’s not simply 
enough to tell people they have received blessings; He wants to expound and explain 
to his readers what they are.  

And so, when we continue through the rest of the letter of Ephesians, we begin to see 
what they are. 

v.7 they have redemption and have been forgiven of their sins. 

v.9 they have been invited to share in the mystery of God’s will. 

v.11 they have received an inheritance, that is there is a reward that is secured for 
them in Christ. 

v.13 they have receive the holy spirit. 

He will continue in Chapter 2 and in v.17 he will speak of their new citizenship. 

In v.18 he will speak of their new access to the Father. 

In v.19 he will speak of their new household. 

And in v.21-22 he will speak of their new community, the church.  

We can continue through chapter 3, 4, 5, & 6 but for the sake of time we won’t. 

Throughout the letter, chapter after chapter, verse after verse, Paul highlights to them 
over and over the immensity of the blessing that is theirs. 

And if you are here this morning and you are Christian.  These blessings are your 
also. 

But even when knowing that, we are still left scratching our heads thinking to 
ourselves, why?  

Why is it that we receive these blessings and others don’t?   

Was it because we were wiser than others?  Was it because our family background 
or education?  Was it because of our moral behaviour or kindness?  Well no, it was 
none of those things.  

Paul tells us why we receive these blessings. 

Reading from verse 4 he writes. 

[DP] 
4 For he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and 
blameless in his sight. In love 5 He predestined us to be adopted as sons 
through Jesus Christ for himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he lavished on us in the Beloved One. 

Paul tells us, that the reason why some people receive these blessings and why 
others don’t is simple.  Because that’s the way that God wants it. 

The scriptures teach us, plain and simple that, before the foundation of the world, God 
chose that some would receive eternal glory. 
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Now I’ll admit, this doctrine can be hard to come to grips with at times.  On the surface 
something doesn’t seem right. 

Many people think that it is unfair.  Many people think that it is not just. 

And because it doesn’t seem right, we can start to come up with objections in our 
mind.  

One objection we could take is to ignore the doctrine of election all together. 

We could come up with a doctrine that says that God offers grace to everyone and 
people must choose salvation of their own free will.  

Many people like this option. Because it allows sinful people to boast of their abilities 
rather than the grace of God.  

However, the difficulty is, to do so, they would need to deny countless passages which 
highlight election and the biblical narrative which theologically underpins God’s nature 
in election.  

The second option is to acknowledge that election is in the bible, but this election is 
based on foreknowledge of what people would do. 

This view, held by most of our well-meaning Arminian brothers proposes that God 
does elect some people, but he does so on the of faith or some other good thing that 
God foresees in them. 

That is, God in eternity past, looked forward in time and saw all who would accept His 
free offer of salvation in Christ and elected them to salvation. 

There are two major problems with this understanding though. 

First is this, its not really election.   

What do I mean?  

Well God doesn’t actually elect anyone in this view, rather he looks ahead in time to 
see who will love him and then they decide if they are elected or not.  God is 
taken out of the equation. Man becomes the one doing the Electing. 

The second issue has already been alluded to. 

If God were to look forward in time trying to find someone who had faith in him, he 
wouldn’t find anyone.  

Without God’s gracious and good gift of faith, there would be no one who possessed 
faith.  

Calvin put it like this. 

“How could God foresee that which could not be? Even if God were to wait 100,000 
years for us, it is certain that we should never come to him nor do anything else but 
increase our sin continually to our own condemnation.”  Calvin continues, “the longer 
men live in the world, the deeper they lunge themselves into their own damnation.” 

“Therefore, God could not foresee what was not in us before he himself put it into us.” 
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Calvin is spot on.  When left to our own device’s mankind continues to sink deeper 
and deeper into sin.  Thinking of and creating new ways to please himself and deny 
his creator. 

God could not have looked forward in time and saw any good in us worth saving. 

The third option is to uphold the doctrine of election as it is plainly taught in scripture.  
Knowing that we are hopelessly lost in sin and we could never partake of God’s great 
spiritual blessings unless he in his mercy and in his love were to choose us himself. 

And it is no surprise that this is what we read elsewhere in scripture. 

If you have your bibles.  Turn to me to Romans 9. 

(drink) 

Speaking of God’s sovereign election of the patriarchs he writes this.  Picking up in 
verse 6. 

[DP] 
6 Now it is not as though the word of God has failed, because not all who are 
descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Neither is it the case that all of Abraham’s children 
are his descendants. On the contrary, your offspring will be traced through Isaac. 
8 That is, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but the 
children of the promise are considered to be the offspring. 9 For this is the statement 
of the promise: At this time I will come, and Sarah will have a son.  

[DP] 
10 And not only that, but Rebekah conceived children through one man, our father 
Isaac. 11 For though her sons had not been born yet or done anything good or bad, so 
that God’s purpose according to election might stand— 12 not from works but from the 
one who calls—she was told, The older will serve the younger. 13 As it is written: I 
have loved Jacob, but I have hated Esau. 

In these 8 short verses, Paul outlines the history of God’s election through three 
generations of Patriarchs. 

He starts with Abraham who, if we are aware of the biblical story, was a pagan, who 
worshiped false gods.  

The LORD chose him and brought him up from his country and gave him the name 
Abraham. 

He then moves to the second generation and discusses Abrahams Children.  We 
know of two Children that Abraham had, Ishmael and Isaac.  Isaac and not Ishmael 
was the chosen child of the promise.  

Paul could have stopped there, and his point would have been clear.  But he doesn’t 
stop there, he moves on to the third generation and speaks of the children of Isaac 
and God’s purposes in election.  

In doing so he highlights two things. 
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First, in verse 11 & 12 we see God making his decree of election before the children 
were born. In order to remove any opportunity for boasting.   They were elected not 
because of works, but because of God who calls. 

Then second, we see him bring in the emotive language of loving one and hating the 
other.  That is God loved Jacob, but Hated Esau.  

Now, some would question at this point. 

If God is love, how can he hate someone?  That’s a great question, but I think it misses 
the point of what is being said. 

Read in context and taking into consideration Malachi chapter 1.  Paul is trying to 
highlight God’s action of setting his Love upon Jacob, in opposition to not setting his 
love upon Esau.  

One way we might understand it is like this. 

God loves Jacob and Hates Esau, in a similar way that I love my wife, and I hate other 
women. 

That is, I have chosen to set my affection on my wife, and in doing so I do it to the 
exclusion of other women. 

I choose to love my wife, to the exclusion of other women.  Why? Because I want my 
choice in choosing her to mean something.  If I purposefully chose my wife, while 
having a mistress on the side, my purposes are nullified.  They don’t mean anything.  
But if I chose my wife, to the exclusion and hatred of all other women in the context 
of my marriage.  My purposes are validated. 

And so, God chose for himself a people, to the exclusion of all others, so His purpose 
and his sovereignty in election would be shown. 

And so, although we love choice.  When we read the scriptures, we become acutely 
aware that there is someone who loves choice far more than we do.  When we read 
the scriptures, we find that there is someone with infinitely more ability in their choice 
than we are in ours. That is our Lord God. 

[DP] Blank 

There are still many at this point who would object. 

That isn’t fair they would say.  Isn’t it unjust for God to choose one rather than the 
other?  Mustn’t all people be given an equal chance? 

I’ve asked questions like this many times.  From time to time I still find myself asking 
this question.  But the problem with questions like these is that they miss the point. 

If God were to act justly and act fairly, we would all get what we deserve.  If God were 
to give people an equal chance, there would be none who received his grace. If it 
were up to us, blinded by our sin we would turn the other way. 

The truth is:  We don’t want justice from God, we want his Grace. 

And this is what Paul will say in the following verses. 
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[DP] Romans 9:14-16 

Is there injustice with God? Absolutely not! 15 For he tells Moses, I will show mercy 
to whom I will show mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have 
compassion. 16 So then, it does not depend on human will or effort but on God who 
shows mercy.  

In other words, God is not unjust by being himself.  Rather we should remember that 
God in his Goodness chooses to show mercy.  And his mercy isn’t dependent on 
human will or effort, but it is dependent on His good nature. 

God doesn’t have to be merciful to anyone, rather he chooses to be merciful to some. 

Our God of Love, chooses us In Love. Praise His glorious Grace! 

The second thing we see in our text, and our second point this morning is this. 

[DP] 

God chooses us in love, for His Good Purposes. 

Over the last few months, Peta and I have been blessed to be working our way 
through some premarital counselling with a few couples from the church. 

A few weeks ago, we were talking about the topic of death.  A bit of a sober topic but 
still a helpful topic to talk about. 

Throughout the night, the young, soon to be married groom mentioned words to this 
effect. “When starting out in marriage it is important to think about the topic of death.  
It helps me understand the purpose of my marriage.” 

If he remembers that his Goal in Marriage was to prepare his spouse for the approach 
of death, and comfort her in the hopes of eternal life, this gave great purpose and 
great meaning to his life. 

And he is right.  Not just about marriage. But about finding purpose. 

Knowing the purpose of something gives it great meaning.  Know the purpose behind 
something gives it reason. 

And this is true when it comes to the doctrine of election. It is important that we know 
that Election is not arbitrary.  That is, God hasn’t just sat back before the foundation 
of the world, flipping a coin on who will be elect and who will not. 

No!  Election was for a reason, it has purpose.  It was for God’s good purposes. 

Now, we have already seen that one of the good purposes behind election is that we 
become the recipients of every spiritual blessing. 

But those blessings aren’t the only purposes of our election.   

There are three other purposes that we see highlighted in our passage this morning.   

[DP] 

They are Holiness, Assurance, and Unity. 
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[DP] 

Let me read again verse 4-6 
4 For he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless 
in his sight. In love 5 He predestined us to be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ 
for himself, according to the good pleasure of his will. 

The first purpose we see behind our election is our Holiness 

We are not told that we are chosen in him because we are holy. Rather we are told 
that we were chosen in him to be HOLY. 

The truth is, those who understand the doctrine of unconditional election take sin 
seriously.  They take Holiness seriously. 

I say this in all humility and in love.  There is no such thing as a Calvinist who holds 
to the doctrines of grace, who affirms the T.U.L.I.P who doesn’t take their sin 
seriously. 

In fact, there is no such thing as a Christian, born again of the Spirit of God, who 
doesn’t take sin seriously.  

The truth is, something has gone horribly wrong if a belief in unconditional election 
results in someone believing that they can live any way they want, and it doesn’t 
matter.   

Saying things like “My sin doesn’t matter because I’m elected,” is a clear contradiction 
and is not found anywhere in the pages of scripture. 

God’s election to salvation and God’s election to holiness are inseparable.  

You can’t be elected to salvation, but not elected to Holiness.  

If someone were to be consistently living in unrepentant sin and still claiming to be 
elected unto holiness, they are a complete contradiction. 

We are reminded elsewhere of this fact. 

2 Thess 2:13-14 
13 But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters loved by the 
Lord, because from the beginning[f] God has chosen you for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to 
this through our gospel, so that you might obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

Your election unto salvation and your election to holiness are inseparable. 

The same God who has chosen you for salvation, has chosen you to sanctification. 

As the Apostle Peter puts it elsewhere in 1 Peter 1:15-16. “As the one who called you 
is Holy, you also are to be holy in your conduct.  For it is written: Be Holy, because I 
am holy” 

Listen to how Pastor Alistair Begg puts it. 
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[DP] 

“If holiness is the purpose of our election, then an evidence of our election is our 
holiness.”2 

Let me say that again.  “If holiness is the purpose of our Election, then an evidence of 
our election is our Holiness.”  

Evidence of our election is not bound up in whether we can articulate the 5 points of 
reformed theology or explain and articulate a certain view of salvation or the end 
times.  The indication that we have been chosen by God, set apart for him and by 
him, being ministered to through him, is that our lives are increasingly being 
conformed to the image of His Son. 

Let us not be fooled into believing that our election to salvation is separate from our 
election to holiness. 

[DP] 

The second purpose of our election that is worth noting is assurance. 

Paul writes in Ephesians 1:5. He predestined us to be adopted as sons. 

Paul wants to remind his readers that their election will result in holiness, but it will 
also result in their adoption. 

We have been brought into the family of God. 

We are reminded in life, that friends come and go. Work colleagues come and go.  
Students in our classes come and go.  Neighbours come and they go.  But Family is 
Forever.  

I’m sure some of you wish family could come and go.  But you can’t always get what 
you wish for!. 

Family is forever, and that should be a comforting thought.  

To know that God chooses me before the foundation of the world, not to simply come 
close to him for a while in friendship.  Not to simply join his kingdom for a while and 
fight in his army.  He doesn’t just choose me before the foundation of the world to 
enjoy his blessings for a while and then leave. 

No God, before the foundation of the world chooses me to belong eternally to the 
family of God.  To benefit of his rich blessings from now and into all eternity. 

Family is forever. 

Again, we are reminded of this fact elsewhere aren’t we. 

We are told in Philippians 1:6 that he who started the good work of salvation in us, 
will carry it on to completion.  That is until the day of Christ. 

In Matthew 28:20 we see Jesus comforting his disciples at his ascension saying ‘I 
am with you always, to the end of the age” 

 
2 Alister Begg – Sermon “Chosen in Him” Listened to online https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVOXmg_1BTE   
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We are comforted by the words of Paul in Romans 8:38-39 who says. 
38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any 
other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Family is forever. 

The doctrine of unconditional election reminds us that our assurance is bound up in 
our adoption into God’s family. 

Our election to salvation is an election to Holiness, our election to salvation is 
an election to adoption and lastly out election to salvation is an election to 
Unity. 

[DP] 

Following on from the assurance we have by being adopted into the Family of God 
we are reminded that others are also adopted into this family. 

And so, as a result there is a common union that all God’s people find in their election. 

This union isn’t a trivial union, rather it is an eternal bond that we now share. 

It is in many respects the most important union you have outside of your union with 
Christ himself.  

Jesus desires that his disciples uphold this union by loving one another.  And so we 
read in John 13:34-35 these words.  
34 “I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are 
also to love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you 
love one another.” 

But the apostles are also very aware that our election to salvation, is an election to 
unity. 

For example.  Throughout the letter of Ephesians Paul address many issues.  He 
wants to highlight to his readers what the chosen people of God look like.  

One of the things he wants to remind them of is that because they have been chosen 
by God and adopted into the family of God, they now share a common union in Christ 
with each other. 

He highlights in in chapter two reminding his hearers that although we were once far 
off from God they have now been brought near to God through Christ. 

Then he writes in 2:19-22 

[DP] 
19 So, then, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with 
the saints, and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him 
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the whole building, being put together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In 
him you are also being built together for God’s dwelling in the Spirit. 

Their unity was foundational to their relationship with each other. 

We see Paul do the same thing in the book of Romans also. 

He spends the first 11 chapters outlining God’s plan for salvation and then he spends 
chapter 12 & 13 talking about how their unity should function as they serve one 
another. 

For example, Romans 12:3-5 

[DP] 
3 For by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of himself 
more highly than he should think. Instead, think sensibly, as God has 
distributed a measure of faith to each one. 4 Now as we have many parts in one 
body, and all the parts do not have the same function, 5 in the same way we who 
are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another.  

In verse 10 he says: 

Love one another deeply as brothers and sisters. Take the lead in honouring 
one another. 

In chapter 13:8 he writes. 

Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 

Paul uses the doctrine of God’s sovereign election to outline the unity that we should 
now experience within God’s Family. 

And just as God’s election to Salvation, is an election to Holiness.  His Election is also 
an election to Unity.  It is an election to his Body the Church. 

And so, it must be said that. 

[DP] 

If Unity is one of the purposes of our election, then an evidence of our 
election is our Unity. 

Oh Church, let us be quick to remember that our election to salvation brings with it: 
Holiness, Assurance and Unity. 

Lastly, let us look briefly at our final point. 

[DP] 

God chooses us in love, for his good purposes, to Display His Glory 

When I was younger, my family and I lived in a Cul-de-sac.   

In our Cul-de-sac all the families, bar one had children.  Which meant that on any 
afternoon there would be upwards of 12-15 kids playing games on the street.  If the 
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surrounding neighborhood kids came up to the cul-de-sac there would often be 20-25 
kids who would join us on the street. 

Now, I know for some of you, if you were to see a crowd of 20 kids playing on the 
street you would think it was a mob who was out to cause mischief. 

Now there certainly was mischief, but it was mostly just good old fun. 

Now of course we would play the standard aussie backyard games that every kid 
grew up playing.  We would play cricket.  We would play tag, we would play red rover, 
we would play tennis.  You get the idea. 

From time to time we would arrange a team sport and of course, we would need to 
pick teams. 

The Oldest and strongest would elect themselves as captains and they would make 
their picks depending on what sport we were playing. 

If we were playing soccer, you would pick those who were good a kicking a ball. 

If you were playing touch football you wanted the people who were fast. 

Although I didn’t understand at the time, but for some reason, when they were picking 
people for soccer I was at the bottom of the list.  When they were picking people to 
play touch football, I was near the bottom of the list too. 

But on occasion, we would move off the street into one of the back yards, because 
we wanted to play a game of tackle football. 

And instantly, being one of the larger and stronger kids in the cul-de-sac, I found that 
I was no longer at the bottom of the list.  I was priority one for who ever got the first 
pick. 

This shouldn’t come to any surprise to us as people.  We often make our choices 
based on what will give us the best outcome. 

When we pick our teams we want to win, and part of us winning is making sure we 
have the right players on our teams. 

But thanks be to God, that he doesn’t use the same principle when he chooses his 
people. 

God choose the people who we would least expect him to.  

We are reminded of this when God speaks to the people of Israel in Deuteronomy 
chapter 7. 

[DP] 

God tells them: 

6For you are a holy people belonging to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has 
chosen you to be his own possession out of all the peoples on the face of the earth. 

7“The Lord had his heart set on you and chose you, not because you were more 
numerous than all peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 
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God didn’t choose them because they would bring strength and power to his team.  If 
that’s what he wanted he would have chosen one of the other, larger and more 
powerful nations. 

We are again reminded of this fact in the New Testament in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

[DP] 
26Brothers and sisters, consider your calling: Not many were wise from a human 
perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth. 27 Instead, God has 
chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong. 28 God has chosen what is insignificant and 
despised in the world—what is viewed as nothing—to bring to nothing what is viewed 
as something, 29 so that no one may boast in his presence. 30 It is from him that you 
are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom from God for us our righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption  31 in order that, as it is written: Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.  

God chooses that which is insignificant and despised in the world to be recipients of 
His grace so that our only boast would be in God. 

There should be no room in our mind to think that God chose us because of 
something in us.  God chose us in him to the praise of His Glorious Grace and not to 
the praise of Us. 

And we see this echoed 3 times in our passage from Ephesians this morning.  

[DP] 

In verse 6 we read “to the praise of his glorious Grace” 

In verse 12 we read “that we who have put our hope in Christ might bring praise to his 
Glory” 

And again, in verse 14 we read “the Holy spirit is the down payment of our inheritance, 
until we possess it, to the praise of his glory.” 

And so, to Christians here this morning.  To those who have tasted the sweetness of 
their salvation in Christ.  Who have sought Christ and found him.  To those who know 
him both their redeemer and Lord.  This is my charge to you! 

Praise God and Boast only in His grace in you! 

Leave your pride, leave your arrogance, leave your self-dependance and boast where 
it belongs.  Dead in the Old Man. 

When you feel pride well up inside of you, thinking you are a worthy recipient of God’s 
mercy and grace.  Remember that His Grace in you is to the praise of His Glory not 
yours. 

If you find yourself looking at your non-Christian neighbour, your non-Christian work 
colleague, or your non-Christian parents, thinking to yourself that you were so wise 
and so smart because you came to Jesus.  Remember that his Grace in you was to 
the Praise of His Glory not yours. 
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When you find yourself struggling to forgive a brother or sister who has sinned against 
you.  Remember that their salvation as well as yours was to the Praise of His Glory. 

The next time you have the oppurnity to evangelise and share the good news of Christ.  
Our thoughts should not turn to questioning whether someone is elect or not.  Rather 
we should be reminded that their salvation is to the praise of His Glory.   

God will be glorified in the salvation of his people. 

Remember the words of the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:10. 

“By the Grace of God, I am what I am.”. 

The only thing that we bring to our salvation is the Sin that we got ourselves stuck 
in.   

[DP] 

The doctrine of unconditional election reminds us that God chooses to show mercy 
to some, even though they are undeserving of it. 

It teaches us that God in his nature, shows mercy to whom he shows mercy, and 
shows compassion to whom he shows compassion. 

This is a great and glorious truth, because God wouldn’t be any less God if he chose 
to show mercy to none. 

If God had chosen to elect none to eternal life, we would all be doomed.  But as it is, 
God has chosen some.  But not just a handful of people, a multitude of people.   

As the Apostle John tells us in Revelation 7:9 “A vast multitude of people from every 
nation, tribe, people and langue, a number so large that no one could number.  They 
were standing before the throne of the lamb, clothed in white robes, crying out with a 
loud voice. Salvation belongs to our God.” 

And because of this, I can say to the non-Christian in this room.  To the one who 
has not yet tasted the sweetness of salvation in Christ Jesus.   

I call you to come to Jesus. 

You shouldn’t sit back wondering whether your name is numbered among the elect, 
rather you should come to Jesus knowing that your sins can be forgiven by him. 

Turn from your sin and your rebellion, turn your face to Christ and look only to him 
as your saviour and Lord. 

Jesus gives us that glorious promise in John 6:37 

“Everyone who the Father gives me will come to me, and the one who comes to me 
I will never cast out.” 

And we remember that; There has never been and will ever be one soul who 
comes to Jesus that he has rejected.    {Pray} 



Discussion questions: 

 

1. How would you explain the doctrine of Unconditional Election to an 8-year-old? 

2. Why is it important to grasp the Human Condition before understanding Election? 

3. List 5 attributes of God which relate to the doctrine of election?  How do they 

relate to and what significance to they make in our understanding of the 

doctrine? 

4. Where do Calvinists and Arminians differ on this doctrine? 

5. What comfort does Romans 9 bring to the Christian?  (think internally to the 

church and externally to the world). 

6. How does Holiness, assurance, and unity relate to the doctrine of election? 

7. Read Romans 8:28-30 and discuss how it relates to election, salvation, and the 

proclamation of the gospel. 

8. Discuss what difficulties, if any, you may have with this Doctrine.  What, about 

God’s nature, brings comfort to these difficulties? 

9. What result should understanding Unconditional Election have in the life of the 

Christian? 

 

 


