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Who Do You Say I AM? 

Matthew 16:13-17 

2 February 2020 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  Who do you say that Jesus is? 

Big Idea:  Jesus reveals himself as Messiah. 

Introduction 

Everyone knows that Clark Kent is Superman. 

I actually can’t remember reading a Superman comic in my life, but even I knew that. 

Well, almost everyone knows about the Man of Steel’s alter-ego. 

Because for the last 81 years, most of the characters in the DC Universe didn’t have a clue. 

 

{DP}  Until “Superman” #18 was released in December. 

In that edition, Clark Kent holds a press conference out the front of the Daily Planet and 

reveals his true identity to the world. 

He’s not just a regular reporter… he’s Superman. 

HE is the superhero he’s been reporting on for years. 

 

When Superman reveals his true identity, it changes everything. 

The DC Universe will never be the same again. 

Now other superheros know his true identity and some aren’t happy. 

The baddies know exactly who he is and where to find him. 

His loved ones – Lois Lane and his son – will suddenly become targets. 

{DP}  The comic’s writer has said: 

And it also opens us up to the hundreds of new story possibilities for 

Superman and all of his friends and antagonists. Every relationship in the 

DC universe now changes - everything. 

 

When Jesus reveals his identity, everything changes as well. 

He’s much more important than a superhero. 

Knowing who Jesus is changes every reference point in our lives. 

We can’t see the world the same way again once we know that Jesus is the Messiah. 
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Outline 

{DP}  It’d be fair to say that working through Matthew’s gospel has been a long term project 

for our church. 

Our study of it began in the lead up to Christmas 2013! 

We typically spend a term looking at a section and then come back to it. 

Which is what we’re doing today. 

The next ten weeks will see us get through to the end of chapter eighteen. 

 

Up until this point, we’ve seen the early years of Jesus in the first four chapters. 

Matthew shows where Jesus came from. 

Then you get to experience Jesus as the great teacher in chapters five to seven. 

His wisdom in the Sermon on the Mount left people marvelling at teaching that was unlike 

anything they’d heard before. 

Then Matthew lays out the miracles of Jesus: Calming a storm, walking on water, raising the 

dead. 

But there’s more to Jesus than meets the eye. 

 

Many people have described today’s passage as the centre of Matthew’s gospel. 

It’s a real high point as we’re taken to the heart of who Jesus is. 

{DP}  Jesus reveals himself as Messiah. 

It’s a major turning point in the gospel because after Peter’s confession our attention is 

directed towards the cross. 

From this point forward, Jesus starts explaining that he’s the king who’s come to die. 

 

{DP}  We’re going to be looking at three points: 

 A Great Question (vv13-14) 

 A Great Confession (vv15-16) 

 A Great Revelation (vv17) 

A Great Question (vv13-14) 

At the beginning of chapter sixteen, the Sadducees and Pharisees come out to test Jesus. 

After refusing to give them the signs they wanted, Jesus leaves them to go and be with his 

disciples. 

Verse four: 
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 Matthew 16:4b (NIV11) Jesus then left them and went away. 

 

Jesus and his posse come to the region of Caesarea Philippi. 

{DP}  This area is in the very north in the foothills of Mount Hermon, where the Jordan river 

begins. 

It’s way out in the backblocks, a long way from the centre of the action. 

In fact, if they went any further north, they wouldn’t be in Israel anymore. 

 

It was mostly a gentile area. 

In fact, you can’t get much more Gentile since it was named after the emperor of Rome! 

It was named Caesarea to honour the Caesar. 

There was even a temple in the city dedicated to the worship of the emperor. 

 

This was a place full of false gods to be worshipped. 

Nearby Dan was a well-known place for worshipping the god Baal. 

And there was a temple for the God Pan. 

It’s probably not a coincidence that it was in this place that Jesus decided to drop an 

absolute pearler of a question. 

 

Jesus asks his disciples THE question. 

It’s the most important question that’s ever been asked. 

If you’ve been hanging around churches for a while, you might think that it’s an obvious 

question.  Perhaps even boring. 

But this question gets to the heart of the Christian faith. 

Verse thirteen: 

Matthew 16:13b (NIV11)  “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

 

That’s a good question. 

More than that, it’s a GREAT question. 

Jesus didn’t ask what people were saying about his teaching. 

Good doctrine doesn’t matter if you don’t get who Jesus is. 

Jesus wasn’t concerned about whether people were impressed by the miracles he’d done. 

He asked what people were saying about who he is. 
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It matters who Jesus is because everything else hangs on it. 

Sooner or later, every single person has to answer this question. 

It’s the question that our eternal destiny hangs on. 

What will you do with Jesus? 

 

When Jesus asks his disciples what other people were saying about him, he doesn’t mean 

the religious elite – the Pharisees and the Sadducees. 

He’d already had enough run-ins with them to know exactly what THEY thought. 

He’s asking what the ordinary, everyday people think about him. 

What are Bruce and Shirl from next door saying? 

 

The disciples obviously have their ears to the ground, their fingers on the pulse of public 

opinion. 

What’s really interesting is what people DON’T think about Jesus. 

They didn’t know him as the kid that was born in a stable when his heavily pregnant mother 

was dragged off to Bethlehem. 

They don’t think of Jesus as the goody two-shoes kid that grew up down the road (although 

the people in his hometown didn’t appreciate him). 

They didn’t think of him as Joseph the carpenter’s son. 

 

That’s not altogether surprising given that people had seen the signs and miracles. 

They’d witnessed him healing leprosy, paralysis and even the blind. 

No doubt they’d heard of how he’d walked on water and calmed the storm. 

They remembered being full to pussy’s bow after he catered for thousands of people in the 

middle of nowhere.  Not just once, but twice. 

They’d even heard he’d brought a girl back from the dead. 

 

It was clear that Jesus was no ordinary bloke. 

He has supernatural power. 

So it seems that people actually have quite a narrow view of who he is. 

No one thinks he’s a scoundrel. 

They all seem to agree that he’s some kind of prophetic figure. 

What they can’t agree on is which one: 
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Matthew 16:14 (NIV11)  14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 

Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

 

Some of them thought that Jesus was John the Baptist, come back from the dead. 

That might seem odd to us because we’ve been reading Matthew’s gospel and know that 

Jesus and John lived at the same time and met each other. 

Since they were cousins, you might wonder how people could think they were the same 

person. 

We know that they did though because King Herod Antipas thought that Jesus was John 

back from the dead to give him his just deserts for executing him.1 

 

Others thought Jesus was the Old Testament prophet Elijah. 

That isn’t actually as nuts as you might think. 

The prophet Malachi speaks of an Elijah figure coming before the day of judgment.2 

We know that’s not who Jesus is because Matthew told us in chapter eleven that John the 

Baptist was the Elijah who’d make the way for Jesus.3 

 

And there were people who thought he was Jeremiah-type prophet. 

There are some writings – not found in the Bible, but from the time between the Old and 

New Testament – that talk about this idea. 

Jeremiah’s message was that God’s people would be doomed if they kept relying on their 

own righteousness and didn’t turn back to God. 

That doesn’t sound all that different to what Jesus said to the leaders of Israel. 

 

Or perhaps he was another prophet. 

Even though they disagreed about exactly which one, what they could all agree on was that 

he was a messenger from God. 

There’s no other way of explaining everything that Jesus said and did. 

 

And you’ve got to give them points for that because they were right. 

Jesus is a messenger from God who demonstrates the power of God. 

But he was more than a prophet. 

They were right to an extent, but it’s just that what they said didn’t go far enough. 

 

Jesus asked his disciples a great question. 
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It’s the question that each one of us need to ask ourselves. 

“Who do you think that Jesus is?” 

 

There’s probably a range of different answers in this room. 

It could well be that you don’t even believe that Jesus existed. 

That everything about him was a made-up fairy tale. 

This is the comment of someone who left a review on our church Facebook page saying that 

he “doesn’t recommend Grace Bible Church Corinda”. 

As far as I know, he’s never come here. 

{DP}  He said: 

“[T]hese tales were written many years after the supposed events of this 

mythical Jesus.  Thus, there is no verifiable evidence of a Jesus in real 

documented history.” 

If that’s where you’re at this morning, I’d love the chance to talk through your beliefs (or lack 

of them) a bit more. 

Because as far as I can tell, you’re swimming against the tide of the vast majority of 

historians – Christian and not – who believe that Jesus was a real person in history. 

 

On the whole, I don’t think that people thought all that differently about Jesus at the time 

than they do today. 

You might think that Jesus was a crazy or a fraud. 

That Jesus was running around saying stuff that he knew wasn’t true. 

If that’s you, I’d like to invite you to come back each week as we look a bit more at Matthew’s 

gospel to see for yourself. 

 

In particular, I think this passage is speaking to you if you’re someone who thinks that Jesus 

was a good moral teacher. 

You like what he had to say about loving your neighbour as yourself. 

You actually don’t mind Jesus, but you don’t think that he’s really all that different to any 

other religious teacher. 

But you don’t think that he was anything more than a good teacher, certainly not divine. 

 

Perhaps you even revere Jesus like a number of other religions do. 

You might be one of the almost two billion Muslims who revere Jesus as a prophet. 

He’s important, but not central or essential. 
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You can’t believe that he’s anything more than a prophet and certainly not the Son of God. 

 

Who do you think that Jesus is? 

That’s the key question we need to wrestle with this morning. 

Jesus is a prophet, but as we’re about to see he’s more than a prophet. 

It’s not enough just to see him as a prophet. 

In fact, to simply see Jesus as a good teacher and guide is a serious miscalculation of who 

Jesus really is. 

A Great Confession 

Jesus asked his disciples a great question. 

He wanted to know what OTHER people thought about him. 

But now he turns his attention to his own disciples by asking them basically the same 

question. 

And Peter makes a great confession. 

 

Jesus says to the disciples – I’m paraphrasing a bit from verse 15: 

“What about youse lot?” 

“You’ve been with me, following me around for a few years. 

“You’ve seen the miracles, witnessed the signs and heard my teaching. 

“Who do you say I am?” 

 

It doesn’t say it in the Bible, but I reckon that there were probably quite a few disciples who 

were looking down, shuffling their feet when Jesus asked that question. 

Was this a trick question?  Jesus was famous for those. 

What’s the right answer? 

Fortunately, Peter could be relied on to open his mouth before his brain kicked into gear. 

I reckon all the others gave a massive sigh of relief when he said:  {DP} 

Matthew 16:16 (NIV11)  16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God.” 

That is a big claim.  No, it’s a MASSIVE claim. 

The kind of claim that would have people starting to tweet even before he’d finished 

speaking. 

And it’s the first time in Matthew’s gospel that anyone dared to make it. 
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The people of Israel were waiting for Messiah to come. 

That’s not a name, it’s a title which can also be translated as Christ. 

It literally means anointed or chosen one. 

The kings of Israel had oil poured over their head to show that God had chosen them. 

 

Messiah is described in the Old Testament as a king. 

He’s a king chosen by God himself to act on his behalf in the world. 

Through Samuel, God promised that a descendent of David would become a king who 

would rule forever. 

Particularly in Psalm 110, he’s described as a king who will rule over the whole world. 

 

They were desperate for God’s chosen agent to come and rescue them. 

Messiah would save God’s people and bring judgment on their enemies. 

He would rule fairly with truth and justice. 

It was promised that he would bring lasting peace for his people. 

Just like our country was recently praying for rain to relieve the bushfires, the people of 

Israel were hoping for Messiah to come and bring them relief from oppression. 

 

There were actually quite a few people running around claiming that they were Messiah. 

The history books show that every now and then, someone would pop up and get a small 

following. 

But God made all kinds of hints and promises about who Messiah would be. 

His birth would be marked by the sign of a virgin giving birth. 

He’d from the tribe of Judah. 

He was to be born in Bethlehem, just like the prophet Micah predicted. 

He would be able to heal the blind like only God could do. 

Sounds like Jesus, doesn’t it? 

 

Many Israelites would’ve known these things about Jesus, but it didn’t cross their minds that 

Jesus really could be the Messiah. 

They could believe that Jesus was one of the messengers sent to point to the king. 

Earlier in the chapter, we saw people who’d seen all kinds of signs and yet they didn’t really 

understand who Jesus was. 
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Miracle worker?  Yes.  But Messiah.  No. 

 

Peter’s the first one of the disciples to recognise that Jesus was the Messiah. 

He’s more than just the warm-up act; Jesus is the main event. 

It’s hard to overstate how massive this is. 

This claim is huge. 

If Jesus really is Messiah – as Peter said – then he’s got authority over every other power. 

 

Where does Peter make this confession? 

In the city that’s dedicated to the emperor. 

This is a direct counter-claim that Jesus even rules over the ruler of the Roman Empire. 

Jesus is THE king.  God’s king.  The righteous and just ruler of the world. 

There is no other god or earthly king who truly deserves our worship. 

Vlad Putin, Donald Trump, Xi Jinping, Kim Jon Un. 

They are all lesser rulers than Jesus. 

 

Not only does Peter say that Jesus is Messiah, he also says that he’s the Son of the Living 

God. 

He was making the claim that Jesus is more than just a man. 

He’s God who came to be a man. 

That’s incredibly significant from a Jew who wouldn’t dare to blaspheme God. 

And if he’s wrong, then he deserves to die. 

Spoiler alert: that’s exactly what happened. 

The people were willing to accept Jesus as prophet, but ultimately rejected him as God. 

 

How will Jesus respond to this? 

Will he deny it and put Peter in his place? 

Peter often suffered from a serious case of foot-in-mouth disease, but on this occasion he 

was dead on the mark. 

Jesus approved of what he said: 

Matthew 16:17 (NIV11)  17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you. 

 

Don’t misunderstand, Peter clearly didn’t understand everything about Jesus. 
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He didn’t understand that Jesus would be a SUFFERING Messiah. 

We’re going to see next week that he will deny that Jesus could possibly die. 

Yet that’s exactly what Jesus came to do. 

 

Again, how would you answer Jesus’ question if he was asking it directly to you? 

Maybe your answer to Jesus’ question is that you just don’t know. 

You don’t really know anything about him. 

We live in a post-Christian culture where many people have grown up with absolutely no 

idea whatsoever about who Jesus is. 

Perhaps that describes you this morning. 

 

Let me tell you something of Jesus right now. 

Jesus is God’s son who was sent to save us from our sin. 

Our greatest problem isn’t corrupt rulers, rampant racism or climate change. 

Our greatest problem is sin. 

Sin is a rebellion against God and a determination to do things our own way that causes 

destruction for ourselves and others. 

 

Messiah came to save his people from this greatest of enemies because it’s only when sin is 

dealt with that we’ll truly have unity, peace and justice. 

He came to put an end to the destruction that we cause to ourselves and others. 

The did that on the cross. 

 

At the cross, he’s shown to be the greatest king because he laid down his life for his people. 

He took the punishment for our sin so that we can be set free from it. 

If you follow him, you will find hope and peace. 

His promise is: 

Matthew 11:28–30 (NIV11)  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and 

my burden is light.” 

 

If you describe yourself as a Christian, who do you say about who Jesus is? 

As a Christian, your whole life turns on this question. 
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I’m not only interested with what you’d say with your words – speaking the words of right 

doctrine is one thing. 

What do you say about who he is with your life? 

 

Maybe you’ve lost a bit of the ‘wow’ lately. 

It could be the Jesus feels like just another taskmaster to be obeyed. 

You just haven’t go the feels and you don’t feel like a sense of awe at who Jesus is. 

We tend to take people for granted and perhaps you’ve forgotten how awesome it is to know 

Messiah personally. 

 

I want to remind you of the peace and freedom that Messiah gives. 

He’s the one who’s forgiven your sins. 

You no longer have to rely on your own performance or feel crushed when you don’t make 

the mark. 

There’s no need to continually beat yourself up because of your past failings because 

they’ve been dealt with, forgiven. 

You’re free and able to walk the path of love and godliness with Jesus as your king. 

Knowing Messiah is a game-changer. 

A Great Revelation 

Jesus asked a great question and Peter made a great revelation. 

Where did this knowledge come from? 

It took a great revelation. 

 

How did Peter know that this was true? 

Did Peter understand who Jesus was because he followed Jesus around years.  Yes, partly. 

Was it because he’d seen the signs that Jesus had done?  Again, in partly. 

But Jesus says that ultimately this knowledge didn’t come from Peter at all. 

Verse 17:  

Matthew 16:17 (NIV11)  17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for 

this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 

 

Jesus says that this was not revealed to Peter by flesh and blood. 

In other words, Peter didn’t work it out for himself. 
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When I was first reading this, I thought it was interesting that he describes Simon as being 

the son of Jonah in this verse. 

I think that’s to emphasise that Peter (who was also named Simon) didn’t get this knowledge 

passed down to him from his father. 

He didn’t learn it from his own dad, but he did learn it from Jesus’ father.4 

 

The only reason he was able to recognise Jesus as Messiah was because God revealed it to 

him. 

This was God’s great revelation. 

What’s true of Peter is true of all of us. 

If you can remember back to chapter eleven, Jesus said that you can only know God the 

Father if God the son chooses to reveal him to you. 

Flip back to chapter eleven with me. 

Matthew 11:27 (NIV11)  27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No 

one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 

and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

Recognising Jesus as the true and right king of our lives takes an act of God. 

 

That’s a great relief for us when we’re trying to share the gospel with people. 

We can’t save people.  We need God to be at work. 

Jesus is the Saviour. 

Like Peter, none of us can know Jesus unless God has shown him. 

 

That might seem like it makes it tricky if you’re looking for Jesus. 

You might feel like you’re in a bit of a bind. 

How do you find him? 

You need to ask him to reveal himself to you. 

And he’ll do that as you read his Word. 

 

We’ve got a great resource called the Word One-to-One. 

It’s not the gospel of Matthew, but it’s got the text of John written out. 

There are notes in the side that help to explain all the tricky bits. 

Many people have had the identity of Jesus revealed to them as they’re read this account of 

Jesus’ life. 

It’s a great way to have God revealed to you. 
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You care about your friends, right? 

You’re concerned about your family and friends. 

If you’re a Christian, then you care about their eternal destiny. 

Are you praying, asking that God would reveal himself to them? 

 

Perhaps you could use The Word One to One to read with someone you know. 

They come in packs of two – one for you and one for your friend. 

Asking that God would reveal himself as you read together. 

Conclusion 

Who is Jesus? 

That’s one of the key questions that we can ask in our life. 

This life and eternity rests on the answer to that question. 

Jesus reveals himself as Messiah. 

God’s agent in this world sent to save his people.

1 Matthew 14:2 
2 Malachi 4:5-6 
3 Matthew 11:14 
4 In John 1:42; 21:15-17 his father is named John. 
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Big Question:  Who do you say that Jesus is? 

Big Idea:  Jesus reveals himself as Messiah. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is Jesus' question so significant? 

2. The disciples responded to Jesus by saying that other people had a number of different 

responses to who he is.  What did these responses have in common?  Why would they 

think that? 

3. Is it wrong for someone to accept Jesus as a good moral teacher? 

4. Why was Peter’s confession so significant? 

5. What are some of the attributes of Messiah? 

6. What is significant about where these things happened? 

7. Do you think it’s true that someone could know nothing about Jesus? 

8. If we introduce someone to Jesus and they don’t ‘get’ him, does that mean we’ve done 

something wrong? 

9. How does God reveal himself to people today? 

10. What are the names of some people whose eyes you’re praying God would open? 

 


